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“Marriage has to perform in human hearts quite another work--an
infinitely deeper and more mysterious, alchemical operation: I mean to
say, it has to transmute romantic love, or what existed of it in the
beginning, into real and indestructible human love, and really
disinterested love which certainly does not exclude carnal passion and
desire but which rises more and more above them, because in itself and
by essence it is principally spiritual--a complete and irrevocable gift of
one to the other, for the love of the other.”

— Jacques Maritain, Notebooks, Chapter 7
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