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St. Adalbert Principal Andrew Currier in sync with Holy Cross vision

SOUTH BEND — As the son of 
the vice commander of the U.S. 
Coast Guard, Andrew Currier is 
familiar with the frequent moves 
required of a military family. 
Having lived in various parts 
of the United States, it was the 
community and Holy Cross phi-
losophy that ultimately drew him 
to the new position of principal 
at St. Adalbert School in South 
Bend.

Currier received his under-
graduate degree from Grand 
Valley State University in 
Michigan with the assistance of 
a baseball scholarship. His love 
of the sport has followed him 
throughout his many teaching 
assignments. Upon graduation he 
coached baseball at St. Thomas 
Aquinas High School in Fort 
Lauderdale while teaching full 
time at Msgr. Edward Pace High 
School in Miami. From there 
Currier was accepted into Notre 
Dame’s Alliance for Catholic 
Education where he was placed 
as a teacher at St. Gertrude 
School in south central Los 
Angeles, Calif.

After three years in Los 
Angeles, Currier accepted an 
American literature position at 
Paul VI Catholic High School 
in Fairfax, Va., where he taught 
junior English and was a pitching 
coach for the nationally-ranked 
baseball program. His final 
four years in education before 
accepting his current position at 
St. Adalbert was as principal at 
St. Joseph’s Catholic School in 
Beltsville, Md. Currier is cur-

rently working on a doctorate in 
Catholic Educational Leadership 
at the Catholic University of 
America in Washington, D.C., 
and hopes to graduate in 2014.

While Currier acknowledges 
that settling into the South Bend 
community with his family was 
one of the factors in applying to 
the position as principal at St. 
Adalbert, his primary reason was 
being drawn by the sincere devo-
tion of Holy Cross Father Pete 
Pacini to St. Adalbert School.

“When I was blessed with the 
opportunity to go and visit the 
students, teachers, parents and 
board members at the school, 
I was drawn by their steadfast 
commitment to making St. 
Adalbert an excellent Catholic 

school where Christ truly lives,” 
says Currier. “Another enticing 
draw to St. Adalbert was the pas-
tor’s vision to make the school 
truly Holy Cross. I believe there 
is considerable upside potential 
for schools who follow a specific 
religious philosophy and charism, 
and one of my chief objectives in 
serving St. Adalbert is to ensure 
that the best aspects of Holy 
Cross are offered to the children 
of St. Adalbert.”

The unique mission of 
Catholic education is very impor-
tant to Currier’s vision of a suc-
cessful school. 

“There is no limit to the posi-
tive reaches of education when 
the Word of God and the sac-
ramental life of the Church are 
combined to ensure the growth 
of children. I believe that a major 
source of hope for the continued 
success of this nation is Catholic 
education. We inspire excellent 
citizenship, moral thinking and 
the great example of Christ,” he 
stresses.

St. Adalbert School Board 
member Jean Fuehrmeyer notes 
the board’s enthusiasm in work-
ing with Currier as he takes the 
helm as principal. 

“His commitment to his per-
sonal growth as an educator, his 
passion for Catholic schools, 
and his successful experience as 
a Catholic school principal all 
make him a great choice for lead-
ing St. Adalbert. Andrew under-
stands and supports a Holy Cross 
vision for our school, and that is 
very important to us as a board,” 
emphasizes Fuehrmeyer.

“Our recent boost in enroll-
ment, the commitment of our 

families, as well as the continued 
support from community partner-
ships like the University of Notre 
Dame and Christ Child Society, 
make this a very exciting time at 

St. Adalbert. We feel Andrew is 
the right person at the right time 
to be leading St. Adalbert for-
ward,” Fuehrmeyer concludes.

Our Lady of Hungary Principal Peggy Schadler to continue legacy  
of ‘Miracle on West Calvert’

SOUTH BEND — As new prin-
cipal Peggy Schadler prepares to 
begin her position at Our Lady 
of Hungary School, South Bend, 
she knows that she will be work-
ing not only with the school’s 
students and staff, but an alumni 
association which boasts over 800 
members worldwide.

Schadler has undergraduate 
and master degrees in education 
from Indiana University-Purdue 
University at Fort Wayne. As a 
14-year teaching veteran of the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South 
Bend, her assignments have 
included Queen of Angels, St. 
John the Baptist and Benoit 
Academy all in Fort Wayne.

Schandler then moved to 
Niles, Mich., and taught at St. 
Bavo in Mishawaka for three 
years before accepting her current 
position at Our Lady of Hungary. 

As a former administrator at 
St. John the Baptist, Schadler 
wanted to return to that area of 
education in her next school 

endeavor. 
“I heard and read good things 

about Our Lady of Hungary 
School. When I saw the posting 
for the principal position I felt 
this was a school I wanted to be a 
part of,” she says. 

Schadler knew that her faith 
would guide her in her search. 

“I prayed about it before 
applying and I felt it was where 
I was supposed to be,” she says. 
“As we move toward the new 
school year and I make more 
acquaintances, these feelings con-
tinue to be reaffirmed.”

A Catholic education has 
many avenues that set it apart 
from its public counterpart, 
Schandler acknowledges. 

“First we have the opportunity 
to receive the sacraments often,” 
she says. “We freely speak and 
teach about Jesus Christ daily 
in our classrooms and show our 
students how to live as Jesus 
instructed us.”

“Secondly, in my experience 
the dedication and Christian 
examples set by Catholic school 
staff is remarkable,” Schadler 

emphasizes.
“Thirdly, the support and 

involvement of our parents in the 
education of their children is a 
great contributor to their child’s 
success,” she notes. “We all work 

together to do whatever is best 
for the students.”

In addition to working with 
the students and staff, Schadler is 
eager to work with Our Lady of 
Hungary’s Alumni Association. 

“I met some of the alumni 
members recently who worked 
on Kieflies for OLH festival and 
they shared with me memories of 
their first two alumni reunions. 
There were more than 600 alumni 
that attended the first reunion and 
more than 400 attended the sec-
ond reunion,” she says.

 The worldwide association 
gives the group a close sense 
of community. “Our Lady of 
Hungary alum came from all over 
the globe — including Hawaii 
and Thailand! I talked with alum 
Bob Modus about his experi-
ences as a student at Our Lady of 
Hungary and he explained that 
‘the older you get the more you 
relish those memories,’” says 
Schadler.

“Our Lady of Hungary Parish 
is thrilled to welcome our new 
Principal Peggy Schadler to our 
community,” exclaims OLH pas-

tor Father Kevin M. Bauman. 
“Our Selection Committee, under 
the leadership of Pat O’Brien, 
identified three fine candidates. 
Of them, Peggy stood out for her 
excellent preparation, dedication 
to inner city Catholic educa-
tion, and strong desire to be a 
part of what Mark Myers calls 
the ‘Miracle on West Calvert,’ 
that is to say, the rebirth of OLH 
School.” 

Father Bauman notes that 
Schadler follows a long line of 
distinguished OLH educators. 

“Peggy follows in the foot-
steps of many dedicated prin-
cipals at OLH, most especially 
Clem Wroblewski and Melissa 
Wroblewski Jay, not to men-
tion the numerous Daughters 
of Divine Charity who likewise 
guided our school with strong 
faith, Christian hope and great 
love. We look forward to many 
years of collaborating with 
Peggy, working to make our 
school and parish a center of 
faith, learning and outreach to our 
community.”
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New St. Adalbert School Principal 
Andrew Currier looks forward to 
leading the South Bend school 
during the upcoming year.
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Peggy Schadler looks to continue 
the “Miracle on West Calvert” at 
Our Lady of Hungary School.
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