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"We are 

defined more 

by what we 

don't know 

about 

ourselves, than 

by what we do 

know. Change  

offers us the 

chance to 

discover  what 

we don't know 

and therefore 

helps us reach 

our potential."  
Mimi W elch  
 

       Change is scary, and you are about to embark 

upon one of the biggest changes in your life: 

college. Before you come to ND this fall, ta ke a 

moment to reflect upon the  things you would like 

to do at college: your academic goals, the kind of 

pe rson you would like  to be at the end of the year, 

and other things you wish to gain from your first 

year here at Notre Dame.  

       Class of 2011 graduate Jackie Merola  tells us 

about how she has changed academically and 

socially during her time in Walsh .  

       òI think Iõve grown a lot responsibility-wise,ó said 

Jackie . òIõve learned when I am supposed to get  

school work done, and when I can take time  to go 

hang out with friends.ó 

       Jackie stated that òone of the best parts about 

living in Walsh is that you will quickly gain a big 

group of girlfriends . These are the girls who you will 

be able to share secrets and create lasting 

memories with. Only in college will you have thi s 

special opportunity .ó 

to the first day  

of your life rest 
Welcome  

of the  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Walshies,  

 

Welcome home!  We are thrilled to welcome you as the newest members of the 

Walsh family.  I hope you are enjoying your time at home while getting ready for  

one of  the greatest adventure s of yo ur life.  We have been working away all 

spring and summer to make this experience special for you.  We have two 

phenomenal Assistant Rectors, Alison  and Kelly , an all -star hall staff of Julie, 

Sarah, Kristin and Brianna , beyond wonderful hall clerks Ashley  and Aubrey , the 

most energetic Frosh -O team in the history of Notre Dame and t he best Hall 

Council on campus!  

  

One thing you will notice about Walsh right from the beginning is what we have 

termed òWalsh Love.ó  Walsh Love is going the extra mile for another WILD 

Woman, staying up all night in South Lounge studying for your calculus test  with 

girls from your floor , going to Pep Rallies together, playing Walsh football, 

supporting a girl down the hall in her dance performance, going to Walsh Mass 

and overa ll, building up this community.  This abundance of Walsh Love was 

recognized last year, as we were honored to win òWomenõs Hall of the Year!ó  It 

is an exciting time to come into Walsh and we couldnõt be more excited that 

you are our newest additions to th e community.  

 

As I remember back to the summer before my freshman year of college, I recall 

a mix of emotions.  Some days I could not wait for the independence and new 

experiences that come with  moving away from home.  Other times I was nervous 

for all th at college entailed.  I would switch from being thrilled at the thought of 

meeting new friends to anxious about being away from everything I knew and 

loved.  I could not wait for the new adventures, but I also did not want to leave 

my friends and family.  If there is one thing I have learned , it is that everyone else 

is feeling the exact same way.   It may feel like you are the only one, but I promise 

that everyone else is having those same feelings too.  Be 

gentle with yourself through this process; allow y ourself to 

feel excited one moment and sad the next.  Also, be sure 

to reach out to others.  Whether it is me, your RA, a 

roommate, or a new friend down the hall, know that 

there is always someone there for you.  And remember, 

thatõs what Walsh love is all about.  

 

Of course, if there is anything that I can do to help out, 

please let me know!  I cannot wait to meet you!  

 

Walsh Love,  

Annie  



 

 

Some of you might be asking yourself, òWhat on earth is a Rector?ó 

A rector is a full -time staff member who lives in  Walsh with us.  A rector can be 

thought of in 3 ways:  minister, educator and professional.   Here are some things 

you might go to talk to Annie about:  

 

o General life stuff: Adjusting to college, making friends, being away from 

home, what you want to be whe n you grow up, and stuff like that.  

o Spirituality: Questions of faith, thoughts on the Church, where God is in 

your life.  

o Academics: How classes are going, struggles with a class, what you want 

to study.  

o Sickness: Annie can help you get an excused absence a nd take care of 

you when you inevitably get the cold thatõs passed around Walsh come 

October.  

o Discipline: Letõs hope that these conversations arenõt abundant.  If any 

cases of discipline come up, Annie is the one you talk to about it.  

o TV: Sheõs a sucker for bad tv.   And good TV, but mainly bad tv.  

 

And the list goes on and on!  Any time you want, just stop by Annieõs room (111).  

You donõt need to have anything specific to talk about, just come on by! 

 

Bio 

Annie Selak holds a Master of Divinity 

degree from  the Jesuit School of 

Theology at Berkeley.   Throughout her 

graduate studies, she worked at a 

variety of Bay Area high schools, served 

as a Resident Minister at the University 

of San Francisco and coordinated 

outreach for Pace e Bene  Nonviolence 

Center.   Annie received her Bachelor of 

Science degree in Political Science and 

Bachelor of Arts degree in Religious 

Studies with a minor in Catholic Studies 

from Santa Clara University, graduating 

magna cum laude .  During her time at 

Santa Clara, Annie was active i n campus ministry, participated in many spring 

break immersion trips, studied abroad in Rome, Italy and served as Student Body 

President.  

 

Prior to her arrival at ND in Fall 2010, Annie served as Director of Campus Ministry 

at Flintridge Sacred Heart Acade my, an all -girls Catholic high school in La 

Cañada Flintridge, CA.   She also spent a year as a Jesuit Volunteer in Detroit, MI, 

where she worked with at -risk youth at Alternatives for Girls.   She has a wealth of 

experience in vocational discernment, retrea t work, and liturgical ministry.   Annie 

is originally from Glendora, CA, a small town in Southern California.



 
 

 

 

Walsh Hall was built in 1909. It was 

named after Notre Dameõs sixth 

president, Father Thomas Walsh, 

who is credited as the instigator 

of Notre Dameõs first 

intercollegiate football team in 

1887. Walsh was considered a 

"luxurious" dorm in its early days; 

not only did Walsh boast suites 

with private baths, bay windows, 

and single rooms, but all of the 

rooms featured closets. In 

addition, Wals h had a recreation 

room in the basement. 

According to the 1910 DOME, 

"various devices of amusement," 

such as pool tables and bowling 

alleys were in this recreation 

room and "during the winter months [the bowling alleys] were thronged with 

students."  

In 1972, the year that women were first admitted to Notre Dame, Walsh, along 

with Badin, was renovated to become a women's dorm. As one of the smallest 

residence halls on campus, Walsh houses 186  women.  

Walsh Hall is located in the center of campus and 

faces t he main quad, which holds the Administration 

building (the Dome), the Basilica, and Sorin College 

(the first guysõ dorm on campus), LaFortune Student 

Center, Crowley Hall of Music, and Hayes -Healy 

(where most math classes are). This main quad is more 

widel y known as òGod Quad,ó which would seem to 

make us the holiest women on campus, but you can 

decide for yourself!     

We are the W.I.L.D. Women of Walsh Hall: 

Wise.In.Life.Decisions.  

For more pictures, check out our website: 
http://www.nd.edu/~wild /    

Walsh Hall:  

 

http://nd.edu/~wild


 
 

By: Patrick Belton ô98 

 
Deep in the heart of the American Midwest lies a school dedicated to the 

Mother of God.  

The men who founded the University first called the school LõUniversitie de 

Notre Dame du Lac. On November  26, 1842, they came to a ten -acre clearing in 

the Potawatomi wilderness. It was the coldest winter on record and they had 

only three hundred and ten dollars in cash, several horses and an ox. On the site 

were two frozen lakes, a mantle of snow and a twent y four by forty foot log 

cabins built by an early missionary named Rev. Badin. Rev. Edward Sorin, C.S.C. 

and his seven companions looked around them, consecrated the site and 

declared it a University.  

Rev. Sorin wrote his superior in France, òWe made haste to inspect all the 

various sites on the banks of the lake which had been so highly praised. Yes, like 

little children, in spite of the cold we went from one extremity to the other.ó (Thus 

starting a tradition of running around the lakes, whi ch many ND stu dents enjoy 

doing ). 

Despite financial hardships and a cholera outbreak in 1854, Notre Dame 

grew and flourished. A  sister school, St. Maryõs Academy (now College), took 

root nearby under the guidance of Holy Cross sisters. Rev. Patrick Dillon took over 

as Notre Dameõs president and constructed a new Main Building to hold 

classrooms, a library, a dining hall and dormitories for both students and faculty. 

The left wing of the building, then Carroll Hall, was home to the prep school 

students; the right, then Br ownson Hall, housed students of collegiate age. The 

youngest students (òminimsó) lived in St. Edwardõs Hall. During the Civil War, Holy 

Cross priests and sisters frequently served as chaplains and nurses, respectively. 

Among the chaplains was Rev. William Corby, C.S.C. who won the love of Irish -

Americans as chaplain of the Irish Brigade. From 1866 - 1881, there were four 

University presidents: Rev. Corby, who served twice, Rev. August Lemonnier, 

C.S.C. (Rev. Sorinõs nephew) and Rev. Patrick Colovin,C.S.C. 

In April 1879, wood shavings that construction workers had left behind on 

the Main Buildingõs roof ignited in the sunlight and the university burnt to the 

ground. Rev. Corby was serving his second term as the president at that time. 

Hearing the news, Rev. S orin broke short a visit to Montreal, returned to Notre 

Dame and gathered everyone together into the church, which was one of the 

few buildings left standing. òTomorrow we will begin again and build it bigger,ó 

he said. òAnd when it is built, we will put a gold dome on top, with a golden 



statue of the Mother of God, so that everyone who comes this way will know to 

whom we owe whatever great future this place has.ó Helped by the students 

who stayed over the summer, Rev. Corby rebuilt the school by the beginn ing of 

the fall term.  

In the next decades, under the administrations of Rev. Thomas E. Walsh, 

C.S.C., Rev. Andrew Morrissey C.S.C., Rev. John W. Cavanaugh, C.S.C., and Rev. 

James A. Burnsand, C.S.C., the watchful eye of Maryõs statue on the dome (a gift 

from St. Maryõs College) the University of Notre Dame became a school of 

national prominence. Academics became more solid; the prep school was 

closed, the school was organized into four colleges and faculty qualifications 

were stiffened. Rev. Julius Neiuwla nd invented synthetic rubber and Rev. Albert 

Zahm, C.S.C. conducted aeronautic research that helped lead to the first 

airplane. In 1883, Notre Dame gave its first Laetare medal to John Gilmay Shea in 

honor of an outstanding American Catholic.  

 

Key Players  
 

Rev. Theodore Hesburgh, C.S.C.  who led Notre Dame from 1952 to 1987, oversaw 

considerable expansion in the campus and in the endowment. In this period 

several new institutes were established, faculty qualifications and salaries 

increased and the Program o f Liberal Studies Major was introduced. In 1967, 

influenced by the Second Vatican Council, the Congregation of Holy Cross 

transferred ownership and control of ND to a predominantly lay Board of 

Trustees, requiring only that the schoolõs president be a Holy Cross priest.  

 

Rev. Edward A. òMonkó Malloy, C.S.C., served as the University's 16th president. 

The campus continued to grow under his leadership. In 1997 four new dorms 

opened up forming West Quad. The inside of the Main Building was 

reconstructed, and the Hammes Bookstore at the Eck Center, the Eck Visitorsõ 

Center and Rolfs Sports Recreation Center were built in the late 1990's. Other 

buildings that have opened up since 2000 include the Edward A. Malloy, C.S.C. 

Hall, the Coleman Morse Center, the Marie  P. DeBartolo Center for the 

Performing Arts and the Hammes -Mowbray Hall.   Monk lives next door in Sorin 

College.  

 

Rev. John I. Jenkins, C.S.C ., was elected president -elect of the University of Notre 

Dame by the Board of Trustees on April 30, 2004, and bec ame the Universityõs 

17th president on July 1, 2005. He served the previous four years as vice president 

and associate provost.   

 

This is the history of the University of Notre Dame - the tradition of which you are 

now a part. We welcome you, thinking of the words with which the Basilica ends 

in St. Patrickõs Day Mass: òDeamfaidh siblise fos nios fearr,ó Irish lines that say òYou 

will do even greater things.ó 
 

(Some information from this history was obtained in May 2005 from these University of Notre Dame web sites: 

http://president.nd.edu/pages/history.shtml, http://newsinfo.nd.edu/content.cfm?topicid=145 and  

http://newsinfo.nd.edu/content.cfm?topicid=148 ) 

http://newsinfo.nd.edu/content.cfm?topicid=148


Also known as ARs. These two graduate students are here to assist you in any way they 

can, whether it be talking about life after college or discussing current hall issues.   

  
 

 

Alison Curran     St. Louis, Missouri  

     I am a third year law student here at Notre Dame. After   

law school, I plan to pursue a career in public interest law focusing   

on women's issues. I am very excited about being an AR in Walsh   

this year and meeting so many amazing young women . I hail from   

St. Louis, Missouri and I completed my undergraduate studies at   

Washington University in St. Louis. While at Washington University 

I studied Political Science and the Humanities.   

     In my spare time I love to run, eat, and be outside! H ere  at Notre 

Dame, I have fallen in love with the lakes! I am always up  for a jog (or 

walk) around the lakes, so please stop by my room if you ever need a  walking buddy. 

Better yet, stop by Room 215 anytime for a visit.  I can't wait to meet  everyone and l ook 

forward to working and building community with you. I would  love to invite you 

individually or in small groups for a dining hall experience so we  can get to know each 

other better...so look for an e -mail from me this year! Go Irish!  
 

Kelly Waclawik   St. Charles, I L 
Hey girls! Iõm in the Master of Science in Accountancy program here at 

Mendoza College of Business.  I am SO excited about being an AR in Walsh 

this year!  Iõm a Double Domer and graduated from Notre Dame this past 

May with my undergraduate d egree in Accounting and a supplementary 

major in Computer Applications.  I studied abroad in Rome for spring 

semester of my junior year and had some of the greatest experiences of my 

life!  Iõm originally from St. Charles, a western suburb of Chicago and l ove  

Chicago sports.   I spent this last summer living in downtown Chicago working 

for Deloitte, a public accounting firm, in Forensic and Dispute Services.  

Upon graduation, Iõm hoping to continue working in Forensic Accounting, catching 

bad guys.  I love M idwest summers and being outdoors, boating, skiing, and tubing 

on the lakes up in WI and MN.  But I have to say, Fall is by far my favorite season at 

ND, in part because I am a HUGE Notre Dame football fan.  If Iõm not in my room, I 

will be out on the quad  soaking up as much South Bend sun as possible until the frost 

sets in!  Cooking and baking are two of my favorite hobbies (pretty much just foo d in 

general) .  I also LOVE primetime TV, a few favorites being the Bachelor/ette, How I 

Met Your Mother, Modern  Family, and Glee.  My all time favorite show is Friends, and 

I have every season, so please come by any time to watch with me!  My door is 

always open, and I would love to meet every one of you!  If you ever have any 

questions about ND, classes/majors, wa ys to get involved, things to do on the 

weekend, or just want to chat, please donõt hesitate to come see me in room 315.  

See you soon and GO IRISH !  J 



 

 

The following four W.I.L.D. Women are going to make your freshman year 

as comfortable and enjoyabl e as possible. Get to know them right away 

and use them for anything from academic advice to nail polish advice.  

 

Julie Kirk    Aurora, OH  
  Welcome to Walsh!!  My name is Julie Kirk 

and I am the 1 st Floor RA.  Forever a Midwestern 

girl, I am from Aurora, Ohio, a city outside of Akron, 

which is known for its reign as Cheese Capital of 

the World in 1905 (no lie!).  While on campus, I try 

to eat lots of green bean casserole at the dining 

hall, and always seem to find a new favorite place 

to study about every two weeks.   

 I am a political science major focusing in 

American Politics and International Relations.  I 

absolutely love it and cannot imagine studying 

anything else.  As well, I am a European Studies minor --however this has 

changed many times, so please  feel free to come talk to me about 

figuring out what to do with your college career!  Throughout my time at 

Notre Dame, I have participated in all sorts of activities like Freshman 

Campus Ministry, 4:7 Catholic Fellowship, University Band, and Model 

United Nations.  These have allowed me to try new things while also 

staying involved in some of my favorite high school activities.  I also love to 

attend all kinds of arts performances and events on campus, so please let 

me know if you are ever looking for a s how buddy!  

 One of my favorite semesters at Notre Dame was the one I spent 

studying in Washington, DC.  But while I loved the program, and adored 

Washington, I also missed the Walsh community so much.  My favorite 

memories include doing Walsh cheers on the  way to football pep rallies, 

attending our Fall Frolic dance, and serving as a lector for Walsh Mass.  I 

have also had the chance to complete Spring Break Service Trips through 

Walsh in New Orleans and Tahlequah, Oklahoma which I would love to tell 

you mo re about when I meet you all in August!  



 Once again, I am truly 

looking forward to getting to 

know each and every one of 

you!  If you have questions of 

concerns about ANY part of 

coming to Notre Dame, please 

feel free to email me at 

jkirk3@nd.edu  and I would love 

to respond and help make your 

move into Walsh as easy as 

possible.  I am confident that 

you will grow to love this dorm, this campus, and this university as much as 

I do (or maybe even more!!) and canõt wait for you all to get started!    

  

 

Sarah Brenzel  New Haven, CT  
 

Hey all! My name is Sarah and I will be your 2 nd  floor 

RA in Walsh Hall. First off, I want to congratulate you 

on being accepted into such a wonderful University, 

and placed in the best dorm on campus. I know 

every dorm thinks it has its strong points, but Walshõs 

location and the incredible girls who live there put it 

leagues above the others. Start braggingé. now.  

 

My family resides in New Haven, CT, but I grew up 

outside of Cincinnati in Flor ence, KY. As soon as I graduate (which is 

entirely too soon), I plan on moving to San Francisco; I love it there and 

aspire to be a hippy. I am a double major in Film and Psychology, but wish 

there was a major for video games. The last couple summers Iõve interned 

at the video game company Electronic Arts, more commonly known as 

EA or EA sports, located conveniently outside of San Francisco. Dream job 

is a huge understatement and if anyone wants to learn how much fun 

these games are, my door will always be open and my Xbox will always 

be on. I also have an extensive collection of DVDs that people are 

constantly borrowing, but I might enforce a new policy that you have to 

watch them in my room so we can hang out and bond on the reg.  

 

mailto:jkirk3@nd.edu


During the fall of my j unior year, I studied abroad in Dublin (inspired by my 

freshman year RAõs testimonial) and literally had the time of my life. Other 

favorite activities at Notre Dame include volunteering at the homeless 

center, napping, frolicking on the 

quads when itõs nice out, and online 

shopping to the extent of needing 

intervention - my closet will be open for 

lend as long as this is a two -way street.  

  

Now that you know some things about 

me, I absolutely cannot wait to get to 

know all of you! If you have any 

questions  about dorm life or what to 

expect, do not hesitate to shoot me an 

email at sbrenzel@nd.edu . I am quick to respond and anxious to learn 

about you all. SEE YOU SOON!  

                                   

 

  Kristin Nichols   Westlake, Ohio  

 

Hello WILD Women of 2015!  

I would like to start by welcoming you into what 

really is the best dorm on campus (you may hear 

other people claim this, but once you experience 

Walsh life, youõll know theyõre wrong!)!  I hope that 

you will be  able to fully experience the wonderful 

friendships, genuine support, and fun times with fellow 

Walsh girls throughout your time here.  Walsh is such a 

special place to live, and I am excited for each one 

of you to be a member of our community!  

As you can see above, my name is Kristin, and I am super excited to 

be your 3 rd floor RA .  I am from Westlake, Ohio, which is a suburb about 20 

minutes outside of Cleveland.  I am double majoring in IT Management 

(business) and theology; I know itõs a random pair, but I am interested in 

learning about both, so I figured, hey, why not!  I would like to do 

something in business after I graduate, but I am also interested in having a 

career in campus ministry at a high school.  

mailto:sbrenzel@nd.edu


At Notre Dame, I have been involved mostly with different campus 

ministry groups.  Freshman year, I sang in the Liturgical Choir, a choir that 

sings for the 10 A.M. Basilica Mass.  I also participated in FIDES ð a 

freshman club which groups freshmen together to discuss faith as well as 

many of the social issues facing new college students ð and I was a leader 

for that this year.  I went on Sophomore Road Trip (a retreat) and led it this 

past year.  Finally, I spent some time being a catechist for a fifth grade 

class.  I have really enjoyed being a p art of each of these things, so 

please donõt hesitate to ask me if becoming involved in campus ministry 

would interest you.  Iõd love to share! 

So, moving beyond the boring introduction stuff, here are some fun 

facts about me:  

I love music.  I play severa l instruments, and I also love to listen to 

music as well.  I can almost guarantee that next year when you walk by 

my door, you will hear the Dixie Chicks, Sugarland, or Lady Gaga blasting 

from my iPod!  

 I am a huge fan of Gilmore 

Girls, which is perhaps o ne of the best 

shows ever on TV!  My favorite movie 

is Little Women, and I will most 

definitely be having a Little Women 

watch at some point during the year.  

Finally, I love Walsh Hall, and I 

feel privileged to be an RA here.  

Some of my best college memor ies 

involve simply hanging out with my 

neighbors doing random, crazy things 

like racing down the hall on a rolling desk chair or sitting in a cardboard 

box fort that some girls built on our snow day (donõt get too excited, snow 

days donõt happen often, if ever!).  The girls in this dorm are awesome 

individuals, and I feel very lucky to know them.  

I am looking forward to meeting each and every one of you when 

you move into Walsh in August.  You will be in for a lot of changes, which 

may be fun and exciting a t some points and overwhelming at others.  

Please know that I will be here for whatever you may need.  Donõt 

hesitate to knock on my door.   Have a great end of summer, and 

Welcome home to Walsh!  

  



Brianna Aoyama      Darien, CT  
 

Hi girls, and welcome to  Walsh! My name is Brianna Aoyama 

(Iõll teach you how to say it!), and I am so excited to be the RA on 

the fourth floor, the hottest floor of the best dorm on campus.  

I am originally from Darien, CT, a town about forty -five 

minutes outside of New York City . Here at Notre Dame, I am 

majoring in Sociology and Pre -Professional Studies and hope to 

pursue a graduate degree in medicine or public health.  

Living in Walsh the last three years has been amazing. The community, 

history, and traditions of Walsh are unma tched across campus. During my 

sophomore year, I served as Walshõs Center for Social Concerns  

Commissioner, which helped me meet a lot of the Walsh girls and become 

involved in the hall government system.  

Outside of the dorm, I love my job giving tours t o prospective students 

for the Office of Undergraduate Admissions (I can walk 

backwards!). I also work as a Teaching Assistant for a 

sophomore biology lab complete with pig dissections 

and trips to the stream.  

In high school, I was very involved in service , so 

Notre Dameõs focus on educating the mind and heart 

really resonated with me when I arrived on campus. 

Consequently, I have become very involved with the 

Center for Social Concerns. I have participated in an 

Appalachia and Urban Plunge seminar and am c urrently 

on the Appalachia Task Force, the student group that 

plans and facilitates the one -credit seminar that sends 

students to the Appalachian region every fall and spring 

break. During my time at Notre Dame, I have also participated and lead 

various re treats through Campus Ministry.  

In my spare time, I love to run, spend time outside, and read.  

My three favorite foods are currently dark chocolate, crunchy peanut butter, 

and carrots, and I promise to always have snacks ð please come up to the 

fourth flo or and visit me!  

These next four years are going to be some of the most exhilarating, 

challenging, and defining of your life, and I am so excited to have the 

opportunity to be a part of your Notre Dame experience. Please feel free to 

contact me with any q uestions, and I canõt wait to meet you all in the fall! 

Welcome home!  



Meet the W.I.L.D. Women who will be here to greet you when you arrive on 

campus. These girls will help you unload your boxes (no matter how many you 

have) and will lead yo u through or ientation activities.  

 

 

 

Molly Byrne , Frosh-O Coordinator  
Syracuse, New York  

 

Major : Chemical Engineering  

Favorite Freshman Year Class : Social Problems. 

Two easy tests, movies every Friday, a teacher 

whoõs obsessed with Guatemala, what more 

could you wan t? 

Favorite study spot : The floor depends on the 

subject, but definitely the library. You can almost 

always find me either in the basement or in my secret corner on the second floor.  

Favorite dining hall food : Plain yogurt, 100% natural granola, cranberrie s, sliced 

banana, and a kiwi if itõs fresh. It may seem a bit elaborate, but I eat it almost 

every day! Itõs delish. 

Funny/Embarrassing Story from Freshman Year : At the 

beginning of the year, I always turned my alarm clock off in 

my sleep, so I had to mo ve it across the room so I would 

have to get up out  of bed to turn it off. One morning, my 

alarm clock was going off unusually loud so I hurried out of 

bed.  For some reason, I always think  the ladders have one 

less step than they actually have and this mor ning was no 

exception. I confidently stepped off the òfinal stepó of the 

ladder in the direction of the blaring alarm clock. I fell flat 

on my butt, slammed my head into my dresser, almost 

knocked my TV off its stand, and k icked over my ladder. 

Good thing  my roommate was there to take care of me. 

Oh wait, she was too busy laughing.  

Random Fact : I once had to go to the emergency room to get two stitches in my 

lip from an intense game of Red Rover. This was my senior year of high school.  

Ask me about : Ask me about anything! Especially those questions that youõre too 

afraid to ask because you think it might be a stupid question because I can 

guarantee that I didnõt know the answer my freshman year! Also, if you ever see 

me on campus and have a question, just ye ll to me. But yell loud because Iõm 

slightly deaf.  

Just being the typical tourist at the 

bean when my friends and I 

visited Chicago for a weekend!  

 

Emily (Walshõs President, on the left) and myself 

(on the right) at Relay for Life my freshman year!  

 

 



Aubrey Butts Lima, Ohio  
 

Hometown:  I live in the great city of Lima, Ohio, also fondly 

known as the Bean by all its residents. Itõs the setting for Glee, 

but  Iõm here to tell you that the producers defin itely employ 

their right to creative license. No glee clubs exist in Lima -

enough said.  

Majors : I am an English and American Studies double major.  

Favorite Study Spot : For intense paper writing, I prefer 

anywhere in the library. Otherwise, you can normall y find me 

in the east lounge of LaFun or hiding out in my cubby at my desk.  

Favorite Dining Hall Food : Apple crisp with vanilla fro -yo  

Best Part About Walsh:  I love Walshõs homey atmosphere. I 

will never stop enjoying the freedom to walk around in my 

paja mas and snuggie on a Saturday night.  

Funny Story from Freshman Year : Last year, I experienced 

the joys of sleeping in a lofted bed. While I loved my bed 

and the cubby formed by my desk and wardrobe, I never 

looked forward to remaking the bed. One day, I de cided to 

employ one of my friends to help me, and we decided the 

most efficient way would be for me to stand up on the base 

of the bed while my friend handed the sheets and blankets 

up to me. I will never know why we thought this was a good 

idea considerin g Iõm 5õ10 and the bed is only about three 

feet from the ceiling. Nevertheless, we snapped some 

pictures, had a lot of laughs, and sometimes recreate the moment just for fun.  

Random Fact:  I like to use obscure words like flagging and boot -scootch. Ask my 

friends for definitions.  

Ask me About : Concession Stands, Stall Notes, Apparel, the Rockne, and any 

random Walsh que stions you may have. Iõm the Chair for Internal Affairs on Hall 

Council , which basically means I oversee all the cool items listed above, a nd Iõm 

also the hall clerk for this year!  

Brittany Dunn -Pirio Vienna, VA  

Major:  Japanese and Political Science  

Favorite  Dining Hall Food : Four Cheese Creamy Pasta 

is AMAZING! If four cheeses are involved in anything, 

you kind of canôt go wrong. And if you venture to 

North Dining Hall, the make your own pizza is a must!  



Favorite freshman year class : Greek and Roman Mythology  

Best part about Walsh : The Location!  

Random fact : I have been taking Japanese for 14 years and I played the violin in 

high school ñOrch Dorks forever!  

Ask me about : Balancing a job with school work 

and socializing; Iõm a lifeguard/swim instructor at 

the Rock.   AndéCollege Democrats!! 

Embarrassing Freshmen Story : So every year 

there is a month where all the dorms compete 

to see who ca n save the most energy. Obviously 

Walsh is the best, so we had to dominate, and 

my roommate, Abby and I decided to get 

hardcore about the competition. We saved up 

laundry for a few weeks and trekked over to 

Howard, the girlôs dorm we sized up to be our 

big gest competition. About 15 minutes into the 

washing machine load, the Howard rector 

stumbled upon us outsiders in her dorm innocently doing our laundry, and she 

was far from pleased. After the wash was finished, we were forced to take the 

walk of shame bac k across the quad with two loads of soaking wet laundry to 

the Walsh dryers. A very good looking upperclassman asked me if I needed help. 

I was mortified. I have no doubt that we were quite a sight to see for those 

outside at the time. Moral of the story: We will have to get more creative next 

year with our energy -saving schemes and stay away from Howard.  

 

Erin Brown 
Dayton, Ohio  

Science Pre -Professional  

 

Favorite Study Spot:  LaFortune is great if youõre in the 

mood to pretend like doing work, but donõt have the 

energy to be super productive. You can bring your 

books, but you õre guaranteed to run into friends, go 

on a Huddle run for groceries, or attend a random 

event in the ballroom area. If itõs time to buckle 

down, the lounge in CoMo is right behind Wals h. It is 

quiet and in the afternoon has free soda and 

popcorn!  

Favorite Dining Hall Food:  Pita and Hummus are my two staples. Our dining hall 

has great food overall, and remember that almost anything can be made to 

taste better if run through a toaster or doused with salt.  



Best Part About Walsh:  Most dorms on campus have gross cinderblock hallways 

that look the same and are easy to get lost in. Walshõs hallways are wide and 

have really pretty arches. Also, on football weekend the old ladies (and 

sometimes m en!) that walk around the dorm reminiscing about their time in 

Walsh makes you really appreciate the dormõs old age and character! 

Funny Story From Freshmen Year:  I lost my phone at least once every two weeks 

during my first semester. It was found differe nt places all over campus, including 

Walshõs second floor recycling bin, Rolfõs, South Dining Hall (twice), and 

LaFortune. Once I even left it behind in one of my classes and it got turned in to 

an NDSP officer, who texted every single person in my contact  list, including 

friends from high school and people I hadnõt talked to in years, to track me 

down and return it. After that, I finally 

learned to be a little more careful.  

Random Fact: My Grandmaõs dad 

arrested Colonel Sanders, founder of 

Kentucky Fried C hicken, for 

bootlegging.  

Ask Me About:  Club Sports or Pre Med 

clubs and opportunities at Notre Dame. 

I joined club gymnastics last year, and 

itõs really not as scary as youõd think!  

Photos: Before I started college, my 

sister and I decided to go skydivin g 

together. It was scary, but my instructor 

kept an eye on me the whole time, 

literally. Christmas at Notre Dame is like no other! The entire campus is decked 

out and Walsh has an intense interfloor decorating competition.  

 

Jenna Ahn Salem, OR 

Major : Science Preprofessional and psychology or 

theology  

Favorite study spot : The law school arch (even 

though you have to sketchily stand around and act 

like you belong until you can ultimately follow a law 

student into the building).  

Favorite dining hall food : CORN CASSEROLE. Itõs a 

hidden gem. No, itõs not disgusting despite what 

many people think.  



Best part about Walsh : the location, the girls, and the welcoming hallways that 

are conducive to spontaneous box/bed sheet forts.  

Funny story from freshmen year: So it was the day before Halloween and after 

much indecision and general indifference on my part, my wonderful and artistic 

friend so graciously offered to paint my 

face as a fierce lion. Unsurprisingly, her 

practice run (still the night before) turns out 

to be perfect so I left my face painted as a 

fierce lion for the majority of the night. 

However as it became later and my friends 

continued to insist on me running to Como 

(the first year studies and campus ministry 

building right next door) as a ferocious lion, 

I gave in to their requests. And thus I found 

myself hovering over people (from the 

second floor) and growling at innocent students as they came in and out to 

study. There are videos.  

Random fact : I have a pug back home named Hercules. Heõs the best. 

Ask me about : Service trips through the Center for Social Concerns, 

undergraduate research, orchestra, and campus ministry! I had the wonderful 

opportunity to go on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land over spring break with 19 

other ND students and absolutely fell in love with the land. Ask me about the 

pilgrimage, Iõll probably make you go. Also, please ask me about Molly. Iõll tell 

you all of her deepest darkest secrets.  

 

 

 

Kate Johnson  Fort Lauderdale, Florida  

 

Major : Accounting and Music (Violin Performanc e)  

Favorite study spot:  The bookstore. My credentials for 

an ideal study space: a wide, large selection of 

food, and busy noise. I recently discovered the 

bookstore a few months ago and love it. Itõs a little 

out of the way, which is nice, because distract ions 

are definitely minimal (unlike Lafortune where study 

time becomes chatter time with the hundreds of 

people you see there daily), and I get my selection 

of food (candy, coffee, California rolls, Notre Dame 

sweatshirts that I donõt need) and busy noise.  



Favorite dining hall food : Rotisserie chicken. Whenever South Dining Hall serves 

rotisserie chicken, itõs like Christmas. One time they didnõt serve it for a month, so I 

wrote a complaint letter to Notre Dame food services about how upset I was, 

and the y served it every day as the special for a week the next week! I donõt 

know if the dining hall was doing it to let me know to never, ever write them 

again, or if they genuinely felt bad and wanted to make it up to me!  

Best part about Walsh : The community. I transferred into Walsh my Sophomore 

year from another female dorm because I was so jealous of how great of a dorm 

Walsh was, so hopefully that is proof to you all that Walsh is better than all other 

female dorms on campus! You cannot beat the location, t he beauty of Walsh, 

and the girls who make this dorm a giant family.  

Funny story from freshmen year : I forgot to bring a backpack to college, so I 

carried around all of my books and notebooks for two weeks while I waited for 

my backpack to come in the mai l. I definitely stood out, but on the bright side, it 

was a nice arm strengthening exercise!  

Random fact : I have a YouTube channel 

that teaches violin to the world! I was 

offered a partnership by Google my senior 

year and it has viewers from all of the 

co ntinents. Visit it at 

www.youtube.com/katescandyshack  

I was one of twelve students followed for a 

week by the Office of Undergraduate 

Admissions and Iõm on their website talking 

about my experience here at Notre Dame 

so far! Watch my video on my own YouTube 

channel, or at www.admissions.nd.edu   

Ask me about : Living gluten free, The Notre Dame Symphony Orchestra, The 

Notre Dame Chamber Orchestra, tour guiding for the Office of Undergraduate 

Admissions, NASAND (Native American club on campus), multicultural clubs on 

campus, SIBC (Student International Business Council), WSND 88.9 FM Notre 

Dame Radio and having your own radio show on campus, classical music, being 

undecided, Florida, Ludwig van Beethoven, and  adjusting to the weather.  

Photos: 1) Outside of the bookstore, which is my favorite study spot. I'm carrying a 

violin case, a backpack, a binder, and, well, ANOTHER Notre Dame sweatshirt I 

don't need but I bought anyway!  2) Violin one: Two awesome violin  

performance majors live in Walsh! Catherine and I love to play duets in the 

chapel, and we always make sure to have fun! If you ever hear violin music 

coming from the chapel, it's probably one of us! Come on in and say hi!  

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/katescandyshack


Katie Kraemer Sun Prarie, WI 

Major: Spanish and Psychology  

Favorite Study Spot: 11th floor of the 

library, CoMo in the winter. Itõs so close 

and free soda and popcorn? Yes, 

please ! 

Favorite Dining Hall Food: Make your 

own pizza at North Dining Hall.  

Best part about Walsh: The people  and 

the location  

Funny story from freshmen year: Within Walsh, I have a group of six close friends 

and for each of our birthdays we plan a big surprise thing with presents and 

decorations. My birthday is during the summer, so I figured that weõd wait to 

celebrate my birthday and another girlõs birthday that was also during the 

summer, when we got back in the fall like we agreed. Well, on the last day 

before we all started leaving for the summer, we had one final dinner together 

at South Dining Hall. Ever ything seemed normal until I couldnõt find any of the 

friends. I kept looking around the dining hall but couldnõt seem to find them until 

finally one of them came out and said ôoh hey, weõre sitting at the Jesus tableõ 

(aka the long table thatõs up a few steps at the end of the dining room). As I 

walk over to the table, I see decorations hanging on the wall and all over the 

table. I was so surprised and couldnõt believe Iõd missed them setting it all up 

when I kept looking for them. Needless to say, it was a great early birthday 

surprise and an unforgettable 

end to the school year !  

Random fact:  My favorite 

movies are Sheõs the Man and 

Mean Girls . I know every word 

to these movies and will quote 

them randomly. I also own 

every season of Gilmore Girls, 

so if you ever want to watch an 

episode (or two or three ;] )  just 

stop on by!  

Ask me about:  The Psychology 

major or Spanish major, and 

also Student Managing for 

Olympic Sports/Football. I got 

involved with managing the sports on campus at the end of my freshme n year 

and it is a lot of fun! If you are interested feel free to ask me about it! But really, 

you can ask me about anything  

At Relay for Life in Manti Teõo 

I work in the Presidentõs Office (hence the 

name tag) and one day over the summer I 

got to help set up for a dinner on the 14 th 

floor of Hesburgh Library.  



Kat Leach  Hinsdale, IL  

Major:  History  

Favorite study spot:  Eck Commons, itõs the little known 

area above the arch in the law bu ilding. There is a ton 

of light, space, tables and chairs - plus Irish Crossings is 

in there and has delicious food! An equation to live by: 

Comfy chairs + secrecy + snacks = successful studying.   

Favorite DH Food:  Peanut butter and banana panini. 

Proof th at almost any sandwich is better grilled.  

Best part about Walsh: To answer this question would 

be to imply that there is an aspect about Walsh that is 

not the best.  

Funny/Embarrassing Story from Freshman Year : My life freshman year.  

Random fact:  I have h ad over 10 sets of stitches, most of which on my face. My 

mother jokes that itõs a miracle that I survived into adulthood.  

Ask me about:  Inter -hall and Rec sports, Habitat for Humanity, or Baraka Bouts!  I 

absolutely love playing for Walsh whether it's 

soccer, FOOTBALL, lacrosse o r any other form of 

competition.  Also, Habitat for Humanity is a 

great way to get involved locally and actually 

see the change you are helping to create! But 

Baraka Bouts is something truly unique about 

Notre Dame ð itõs a charity boxing club and 

tournament, closely linked with the menõs 

Bengal Bouts with over 80 years of tradition!  

Photos:  1)As a part of the Twas the Night Before Christmas scene during the floor 

decorating contest (see Mary Pullano) - or every night before I go to bed ; 2) At 

halftime during a football game (aka the only time we sit down) with some fellow 

Walsh girls! 

 

Lauren Ganshirt   Lake Bluff, IL 
Major:  Business and Spanish 

Favorite study spot:  My room or south quad 

when itõs sunny. 

Favorite dining hall food : Make your own 

pizza, pita, or ice cream. You can get really 

creative.  

Best part about Walsh: So welcoming and 

friendly. Weõre one big family and you can just be yourself. There is always 

someone there for you, and itõs close to everything! 

Doing pushups at a football game.  


