What to Bring to UNDERC

Clothing 
Expect a wide range of weather conditions. Days will range from sunny and 80°F to cold rain and 35°F. Nights range from 30-60°. Frost is not uncommon. Since you will be working outside every day, you must have clothing for a variety of conditions—i.e., rain gear and layers. When it warms up, you will want to have t-shirts, shorts, bathing suit, etc.

You are required to purchase hip or chest waders for use in this class. Quality and price vary by wader materials. These can be purchased at multiple places, including:

*Walmart ($25-35 rubber waders—poorest quality but may suffice; duct tape may be necessary!)
*Cabelas (ca. $50 for the featherlight chest waders—good quality, will work well for this course)
*Local fishing and camping stores (upwards of $100 for highest quality neoprene chest waders—probably a little extravagant for our needs in this course).
Insect repellent is a must. Make sure the repellent contains ca. 30% DEET (i.e., Deep Woods OFF). You will also need an insect head net ($2 at Walmart, camping section). It wouldn’t hurt to buy more than 1. Trust me, you’ll thank me later.



Good footwear will make the course a lot more pleasant. A pair of hiking boots or sturdy shoes will be useful. You can count on at least one pair of shoes to be soaked most of the time, so you should bring at least 2 pairs. 

Other supplies, all OPTIONAL: Flashlight, batteries, pocket knife, filet knife, stamps, notebooks, pens, pencils, fishing gear, Michigan fishing license, binoculars (though students may check out UNDERC-owned binoculars), camera, clock, radio, extension cord, sunscreen, sleeping bag and tent. NOTE: camping is NOT allowed on-property, so tent may not be used at UNDERC. Those wishing to camp on the adjacent Ottawa National Forest are welcome to do so.
Living Environment You will be living in a 2-level dormitory-style housing unit (built in 2006), with a male housing wing and a female housing wing.  You will be assigned to a bedroom with 2 bunkbeds (thus, you may share your room with up to 3 roommates).  Dormitory-style bathrooms are found in each wing.  Between the wings are 2 full kitchens and communal dining and recreational areas. 
You will need to bring your own towels and bed linens (twin-size mattress). Storage areas (e.g. for clothes and junk) are at a premium, as is space in the vehicles on the way to UNDERC. DO NOT plan on bringing your entire wardrobe. You will have a few drawers and about one foot of space for hangers so plan accordingly. 

Washers and dryers are located in the basement and are free of charge. BYO detergent.  Only use HE (high efficiency) laundry detergent.  Regular detergent causes septic problems.  
Food:

Plan your food carefully while you are at UNDERC because it is 40 minutes to the nearest decent grocery store, and trips are usually made just once per week. Plan on easily cooked meals (prepared and eaten in an hour). Most of the day is spent in class and you won't want to spend much time cooking. The kitchens are supplied with pots, pans, plates, utensils, etc. It is a good idea (less expensive and easier) to coordinate food purchases and preparation with others in your apartment/class. 
We will be stopping at a supermarket on the way to UNDERC so that you can pick up supplies such as food, toilet paper, paper towels, cleaning supplies (dish soap, scouring pads, sponges, etc.) and trash bags. Because space in the vehicles will likely be at a premium, do not bring supplies and food that you could otherwise get at the store. 
Communications
Your mailing address is:

Your name

UNDERC

7645 Notre Dame Lane
Land O’ Lakes, WI 54540

There is one phone line dedicated to student and researcher use. Because there are many people that use this phone, your calls should be limited to 30 minutes per day.  To accommodate the needs of researchers, personal calls are limited to 5 minutes during work hours (9AM-5PM, Monday-Friday). The phone number is 715-547-6297.
There is a student lab equipped with 7 computers. Each can access the internet. However, do not download MP3s, on-line movies, or constant stream items (on-line radio, video games, etc.).  You will tie up the entire system and make others very unhappy! There is also wireless internet access from your apartments, if you choose to bring your own laptop. You must bring your own wireless card that is already configured to Notre Dame’s on-campus system. We will not program your computer for you.
In the dormitory, a communal recreational room houses a TV with satellite channels, VCR, DVD player, pool table, ping-pong table, and  loads of old movies.  Graduate students and summer technicians (living in other apartment buildings) may also share this communal space with you, so be courteous.
