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The Non- Measured Preludes of  Jacques- Fran• ois Gallay are considered 
by many leading horn t eachers t o be of  great  pedagogical value f or t he 
modern horn player .  Wr it t en f or hand horn in ca. 1839, t he Preludes 
require perf ormers t o possess a keen understanding of  rhyt hmic 
percept ion and f ine aesthet ic skil ls.  One of  t he pr imary aspect s t o 
bear in mind when perf orming t hese Preludes is t hat  t hey stem f rom an 
improvisat ory t radit ion.  The perf ormer must  decide whet her a specif ic 
piece is perhaps whimsical, melancholy, or  simply a vehicle f or  vir t uosit y. 
 
I t  is also l ikely t hat  Gallay would have required his student s t o play 
t hese in several keys ot her t han t hose pr int ed.  St udent s should f eel 
f ree t o t ranspose t hese Preludes int o any idiomat ic key. 
 
For t his edit ion of  t he Preludes, I  have used t he Gallet  edit ion of  
1933/ 1936 as my def init ive source.  Ot her edit ions I  consult ed are 
ThevŽt  (1948), Sansone (1960), Chambers (1968), and Leloir  (1976).  I n 
set t ing t he Preludes, I  have f ollowed a f ew basic guidelines: 
1)  Each Prelude should f it  ont o a single page, 
2)  Line breaks should coincide wit h phrase breaks, 
3)  Spacing of  not es should be uncrowded and relat ively even, 
4)  Relat ively obvious mistakes should be remedied, and 
5)  Al l ot her aspect s of  t he Gallet  edit ion should be reproduced 
f ait hf ully. 
 
The Preludes have been t ypeset  using LilyPond (v2.6.3- v2.11.2).  LilyPond 
is an open- source applicat ion available f or f ree download and 
dist r ibut ion f rom ht t p:/ / lilypond.org. 
 
I  wish you al l t he best  as you explore t hese Preludes. 
 
Scot t  Russell, Doct or  of  Art s 
Universit y of  Not re Dame & Saint  MaryÕs College 
 
Scot t Russell@nd.edu 
ht t p:/ / www.nd.edu/ ~srussel2/  
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