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herever lusty young bache- some New Guinea men of the Foré
lors gather—be itina UCLA  tribe, the conversation took its usu-
locker room or a New Guineajuh%_ . al turn, and they explained to me
gle camp—the discussion often their taste in women: “The most
gravitates to women ard sex. One  beautiful women are Foré women.
evening while I was camping with  They have gorgeous black skin,

.. .that married dear old Dad.’ We resemble our

mates because we look for someone who reminds us of

a parent or sibling, who in turn resembles us
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hick, dark frizzy hair, full lips,
broad noses, small eyes, a nice
smell, and perfectly shaped
breasts and nipples. Women of
other New Guinea tribes are
less attractive,and white wom-
en are unspeakably hideous.
Just compare them with our
women to see why: white skin
like asick albino’s, straight hair
like strings, sometimes even
hair colored yellow like dead
grass or red like a poisonous
snail, thin lips and narrow
noses like axe blades, big cyes
like a cow’s, a repulsive smell
when they sweat, and breasts
and nipples of the wrong
shape. When you get ready to
buy a wife, find a Foré if you
want someone beautiful.”
One of the reasons I didn’t
follow that advice was that I
happen to find those “unspeak-
ably hideous™ women attrac-
tive. But then, | was condition-
ed by my own society’s ideals,
just as my Foré friends were by
theirs. Darwin said that every
people he knew about—Chi-
nese, Hottentots, black Afri-
cans, Fijians, etc.—measure
beauty by their own appear-
ance. Are there really no uni-
versal rules of human beauty
and sex appeal? If not, dowein-
herit our particular taste in
spouses through our genes, or
do we learn it by lookingat oth-
er members of our society?
Those questions become
more intriguing when one

compares what turns different -

people on within the same cul-
ture. Think of the men or wom-
en you find sexually attractive.
If you’re a man, do you prefer
women who are blonde or bru-
nette, for instance, tall or short,
flat-chested or buxom, and
with big or small eyes? Proba-
bly you don’t go for just any-
one, but only certain types. Ev-
eryone can name friends who
got divorced and then chose a
~econd spouse who was the

Jared Diamond teaches physi-
ology at UCLA Medical School.
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spitting image of the first one.
A colleague of mine went
through a fong series of plain,
slim, brown-haired, round-
faced girt friends until he final-
ly found one he got along with
and married her.

The particular ideal that
each of us pursues is an exam-
ple of what is called a search
image. (A search image is a
mental picture against which
we compare objects and peo-
ple around us in order to be
able to recognize something
quickly, like a Perrier botile

~ amongall the other bottled wa-

ters on the supermarket shelf,
or one’s child from other kids
at a playground.) How do we
develop our private search im-
age for a2 mate? Psychologists.

Quails were placed nextto a
row of windows through
each of which they could see
one quail of the opposite sex.
That quail was either related
or unrelated to the test bird
and might or might not have
been familior to it while both
were chicks. The test quail’s
preference was measured

by how much time he or she
spent near each window.
Both male and female birds
found first cousins most de-
sirable, siblings least.
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have tackled this question
by examining many married
couples, measuring everything
conceivable about their physi-
cal appearance, and then try-
ing to make sense out of who
married whom. The answer
isn’t one that would leap out at
you immediately if you just
looked at a few married cou-
ples. That's because we don’t
select our own mates for their
bodies as carefully as we select
the mates of our show dogs,
race horses, and beef cattle.
But we select nevertheless.

If you measure enough
things about enough couples,
the answer that finally emerges
is unexpectedly simple: on the
average, spouses resemble: %
other slightly but significz. 7



