SPECIAL FRIENDS APPLICATION

Name:






Year:
Address:





Phone #:






E-mail:






Major:





Your background:

1. Do you have access to a car at school?

2. Are you CSC van-trained?

3. Do you have younger siblings or other experience with children?

4. Have you ever taken any psychology classes or classes related to child development?

5. What service and social awareness activities have you participated in at Notre Dame or in your home community?

6. Why are you interested in working with a child with autism/special needs?

7. Have you ever worked with a child with autism/special needs before?  Please explain the situation.
Preferences:

8. What would you do if the parents’ and your own outlook on how to help their child were significantly different?  How would you approach the conflict?

9. What kinds of things are you interested in or like to do that you could share with a child? (e.g.  music, art, sports, outdoors, reading, etc.)
10. What degree of structure would you prefer?  Programs range from highly structured to very casual.
11. Would you prefer to work with a child of any specific age group?  How important is this to you?
12. Would you prefer to work with any particular type of program? (e.g.  Lovass, Option Institute, etc.)  You do not need to understand these terms in order to participate.
13. What functioning level are you most comfortable working with?

14. Are you willing to commit to volunteering at least two hours a week for one school year or two semesters with a child?

Thank you for taking time to fill out this application.  Working with a child with autism or special needs is a fun and rewarding experience.  Through this experience, you may learn as much or more than you teach your Special Friend.  Our role is to set you up with an appropriate child for you and begin your interaction with the family.  Each family has a different program for their child/children.  Therefore, your actual training will occur in the home of your own Special Friend.  However, we are always here to answer any questions or listen to any problems.

Jamie Joehl, Special Friends president

436 Lewis Hall

tfralish@nd.edu 
Please send by e-mail to sfriends@nd.edu.  Thank you!

