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Ray Hammond

Rev. Ray Hammond to replace Patten as Notre Dame’s
commencement speaker
by Dennis Brown [link:/news/authors/dennis-brown/]

May 01, 2014

Rev. Dr. Ray Hammond [link:http://www.bethelame.org/pages/page.asp?

page_id=306897] , founder of Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church [link:http://www.bethelame.org/] in Boston, will
deliver the principal address at the University of Notre
Dame’s 169th University Commencement Ceremony
[link:http://commencement.nd.edu] on May 18 (Sunday), replacing
the previously announced speaker, Christopher Patten
[link:http://news.nd.edu/news/45515-oxford-chancellor-christopher-patten-to-deliver-

2014-notre-dame-commencement-address/] , chancellor of Oxford and
chair of the BBC Trust.

Patten informed the University this week that he is
withdrawing from several engagements for health
reasons.

“We are disappointed that Lord Patten will be unable to
join us and will keep him in our prayers,” said Rev. John
I. Jenkins, C.S.C. [link:http://president.nd.edu] , Notre Dame’s
president. “At the same time, we are delighted and
grateful that Rev. Ray Hammond has accepted our
invitation to address the Class of 2014. His life’s story
and work are an inspiration, and I know he will provide
our graduates with a powerful address.”

Hammond, who previously was announced as a recipient of an honorary degree
[link:http://news.nd.edu/news/47289-notre-dame-to-award-7-honorary-degrees-at-commencement/] at this year’s commencement,
entered Harvard College as a sophomore at the age of 15 and earned his bachelor’s degree at age
19 and his medical degree from Harvard Medical School at age 23.

He established a career in medicine before accepting a call to ministry in 1976. He and his wife,
Gloria, also a doctor, co-founded Bethel A.M.E. in 1988 in their dining room and quickly became
leaders in youth and community outreach.
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Hammond’s many leadership positions include former chair of the Boston Foundation and
founder and chairman of the Ten Point Coalition [link:http://btpc.org/] , an ecumenical group of Christian
clergy and lay leaders behind Boston’s successful efforts to quell gang violence in the 1990s. He
has written papers and articles on a range of topics from academic achievement and diversity to
violence prevention and health care.

About the successful efforts to combat street violence in Boston, he said: “You’ve got angry, you’ve
got grieving, you’ve got guilty, you’ve got traumatized young men who need somebody to really
reach out to them. You need to understand that this is not an irredeemable situation. And if it’s
going to be changed, you’re going to have to move out of these conversations in the church to
working on the streets where the young people are … It became clear to me that they were looking
for a road out and that they were looking for somebody to walk the road with them.”

Hammond was born and raised in Philadelphia, the eldest son of a Baptist preacher and a
schoolteacher. He was educated in the public schools and went on to graduate from Harvard
College and Harvard Medical School. He completed his surgical residency at the New England
Deaconess Hospital in Boston, and joined the emergency medicine staff at the Cape Cod Hospital
in Hyannis, Massachusetts.

He completed his master of arts degree in the study of religion (Christian and medical ethics) at
Harvard Graduate School of Arts and Sciences in 1982. In 1988, he was called to be the founder
and pastor of Bethel A.M.E.

In addition to his leadership at the Boston Foundation and Ten Point Coalition, Hammond has
served as executive director of Bethel’s Generation Excel program, executive committee member
of the Black Ministerial Alliance, chair of the Boston Opportunity Agenda, a member of the
strategy team for the Greater Boston Interfaith Organization, and a trustee of the Yawkey
Foundation, the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, the John F. Kennedy Library Foundation and
the Math and Technology Charter High (MATCH) School. He continues to work in local and
district youth activities in the A.M.E. Church.

Hammond is a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and is also the recipient of
numerous honors including honorary doctorates from Boston University, Cambridge College,
University of Massachusetts–Boston, Lesley College, Northeastern University, Boston College,
Emmanuel College and A.M.E. University in Monrovia, Liberia.
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