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Intresdinenion

Physical anthropalogists “look for life in patterns of death™ by syn-
thesizing biology amd culture into o blocultural frameswork for viewing
the past. Skeletal and dental remains offer 4 unlque perspective on
antiquity because they provide a composite record of humans as bio-
logical entities within 4 cultumal and environmental seiting. When this
evidence is merged with the historical andfor archaeological records of
b people, & powerful ol for understanding life in the post becomes
available. The parpose of this study wus thus 1o explore the possibil-
ity of such synihesix for the community 1 Qumran.

There hus long been a call in the Ierature for a detailed anthropo-
logical anolysis of the human remaing from Qumran exhumed by
Roland de Vaux, OF in the 19505° In 1999, that call was nnswered

* Sincere thaoks lo Fean-Baptice Humbert. OF and the Bcole Bibliguee et
Ancluloligipee Framgoise de Mnpalem for making ihe Jenalom Qunman skelsial col
lewtion available for siudy, snd o Mario Cheeh aind Bachal Milsein for heir Bospi-
fality wl the Musee e L'Homme while siudying the Paris remaine. Addivionad danks
b Bajee Ullinger and Jeseemy Hamp for their tireless offorn with dee restoraion and
duta collection swocisled with this project, | um lewise dndcbiad o the (olliwing
islividuals (in glphabetical onlery Beih Bland, Magen Hroshi, beas-Michel de
Tarrugon, OF, Haoman Eshel, Wenon Fiebds, Themese Fitepairick, Disne Hawley, Johs
Kampen. Matthew Keane, Pameda Krouses, ol Magnes, Edward Maher, Elaies
Mycrs, Sarianas Metso, Robert Malling, Jerome Murphy-0"Conms, 0OF, lames
Phillips. Emile Poech, David Reese, Ferdinanid Rolrbirsch, J. Rosenberg, Jubana
Smubkomen, Edeen Schuller, Mark Schor, LéTanla Severe. Maoreel Kigrist, Crumielbe
Sleen, Christy Tenwer 1|, Eigene Ulrich, James VanderBam, Sicrling VanWigonen,
Ku-Hal' Yuan, and Jinpen Zangenbery. Please see n. b For @ list of funding spencies
wha comtritesied iy this researci,

' I Mariin oo sl Wecd e At Neadth: Becoatrnonig L0 fom Pattrim af
Beih miad Diveiwr (Cagbomndile, IL: LUiniversiey of Dlinois Press, (900) 37,

CEOH Al e skeletons found, omly one was stsdied i deimll sml reparis of &l the

0 Komnkiije Brll NY, Leiden, 2082 Dlend Sen Discoveries W 2
Alsa available omiine = www beillnl



i BUSAN IS SHERIDAM

by O, Robrer-Enl and colleagues when they published their findings
for a segment of the collection, curated in Germany." As will be
described later in this paper, additicnal segments of the de Voux
collection were shonly thereafter revenled in Jerusalem amd Paris, The
forty -plus-year disappearance of the remains furthered the mystique of
this collecction, Although the rediscovered collection s small, its pos-
sible relation w0 the Dead Sea Scrolls provided o basis Tor consider-
able inferest in the results.*

Thix paper will describe the Paris und Jerusalem segments of the
Cumran collection (hereafter referred 10 as the French collection),”

anbers have boen pahlished omly in cumry form,” M. Brshi, “The Archaesiogy of
Quenrun: A Reconsdiferution,” The Dead Sea Soeolle: Farty Fewrr of Bewwarch (eds
. iFimant and U Rappapori: STOY (i New York: Beill, 19935 113 “Pubdish sl
ainibramdogical malerials still invalsienss ., 7 & Kapera, “Semd Bemarks on the Chimman

Cemeiery,” Mevbady of fovesiganion of e Derd Sew Sonnlly ol dhe Kiicber Qunican
Sty Povaent Beelitws o Fotire Prospects feds MO Wine, N, Godb, 1F Callins, g
B0 Panfee; Anmils of the New York Academy of Sciemcoes T2 Mew Yook Mew
York Acsdemy ol Sceences, WG 110, “The opening of merg of the mmbs should
pEovide preater clarity aboud the mamiageicelibacy dispute,” 1O, VamdeyKam, Tiv
Dvued Sear Sorafly Toaliay (Uinenl Rapids, 81 Berdnmes, 19945 91; “Detalled anibaopo-
logical examination of ibesn shelmul pemains have, wifonunaely, mever been pab-
Lished,” 5. Steckall, “The Community of the Dead Ses Scralla,” A e Cairea idindd
¢ ahoswmeradine soll fadio rooane 5 Clomveyme ditermasionle s metodi o stindlo
deiler cbitd waniew | W74 U,

Ui}, Rbihrer-Enl F. Bohehiesch, amd 13 Habm, “Uher die Gribertelder von Kl
Charmran., inshesomiere doc Tande dor campagne 256, 10 Antheopologische daiemoringe
il erstauswerang sufprusd der colleeno Ko™ MeeQd 19 41905 34 (repriened in
B, Mayer (el), Seriche Und Qwaean. Neoes Zim Dogfeld Der bl [Mepensiung
Yerlag Frivdrich Pesield 16523,

- Boveral awthory have dscussed i detall the poasihile conpoctson (or Lack Berpaf)
beroeen the site of Cummne the cesnsiery, anil the Dead Scn Seceodle. Mouse seo (ha
Tl bng woorks Tor detadls of this debate: UM, Muorghy, Wealth ae the Oead Sew
Kerolin s e Dhnviesan ooty (5 TEN A0 Letden el 2000 2003680 ¥ Himschfclil.
“The Archaiectuoml Comest of Qumiren,” Pl Dead Yar Soroils Fiire Years Afver Their
Erivcorrreys Procecdingr of Hhe Feriadem Congrean, Suly J0-25, T (als LH.
Schilfrzon, B Tow, snd 1O Vanderkom: bonmalem! larse] Esploration Society sd
The Shrine ol b Peok, larel Mascum, JOMN 67383, | Magness, 4 Beassmsamon
ul the Esgavatbons at Qumran,” e Dewad Seod Scrells. Fifey Years After Theer
IMsgavery Dodhs SelsMiman el sl ) TOR-19; 1 Eangenberg. “The *Final Furreed]’; A Mecessary
Parsdigm Shifi o the Imerpeeiion of e Cammn Cemonery,” Q0 & 019905 21318
K. Dumocel and P, Donceel-Yolie, “The Ancdaeology of Khirbet Cramran,™ Afenfuats of
drventigotion af the Dheol Mea Seralls (ol Wise of ol f 1382 108, Homnbert, “L'espae
scre 0 Clamitin,™ KR OO01 (1947 161214, VanderkKam, P Dheadd Nea Seiolls Tk
M. Cinkh, "Khirbet Qumran and the Mamsoripes of the loadesn 'Wildermess: Ohsery-
uthme on the Lisgic of Their Isveatigation,” SANVES &0 (19806 003 14; B de Voo,
Arvhaivantgy ol the Dl Yea Scvolls (London: Osfonl Unirsity Prose. 19730

' B b Ferusalem and Puris collectioms are under curntion by Fresed sesearch
fmatiimes. The remakns From eighlecn groves comprise the French polbecelon. Another
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providing a summary of thelr reemergence, rationale for study, survey
of the methods used 1o dte the material, location of the ombs on a
new cemetery map, description of the demogruphic, anthropometric,
and genetic analyses conducted 1o date, und comparison 1o published
regionul counterparts.® Finally, the utility of a bioculiursl synthesis
will be discussedd, as well as future directions for the research,

Theovevical Apprisech

The bincultural model emerges from the imeraction of daa culled
from & variety of sources (Figure 1), This holistic approach 1o antig-
uity recognizes bislogical {physiological, environmental) constraints
obnn the huimiin animid, reflected in cultural practices both symbaolic and
materinl. The model conversely discerns the importince of culture as
g mechonism gvailable 10 humans for adapting 1o their physical sur-
roundings,

Just as patterns of discase affecting the human belng cannot be
divorced from the cultural context in which the group exists—the rit-
wils and vilwes, an and technology, symbol and myth of a people can
not be fully understood without an appreciation for the biological con-
struints on s individoals, The cultural sccount facilitates inerpreia-
tion of questions biological. and conversely, the skeletal “catulogue™
prowides evidence o spark inguiry undeveloped in the textual wnd
miterinl archives,

The bioculwrsl approsch has allowed anthropologists, theologions,
and hiztorians wlike o address questions related W politicalfecommic
change, soclal siratification, diferential access 10 limited resowrces, child-

twpiiy-win are hisissl i Corimany (please seo Ridmes-Eril @ al. “Uber e Giribwer-
fetder von Khirbet Qumran,” for mose informanion on this segnest of jbe onllecionm),

= Smnieze fhamc. o the Foole Bibligee o Anbéolopups: Franqise m fenmsalem b
reoveding aciess W the coflecthan and labosatory . giace kn their queseum 1o conduct the
resurch. Addigional thanks s ik Dot Fowmmlation, Scanlinamre Filios, e Dead Sca
Scrolls Foundato, the W F. Albeigha Instinme of Archacological Research in Jeri-
widem, (e Cwian Conmer for the Stody of the Deodd Sea Soedls and Associaiod
Libsvaiury ot the Helwow Universiry-Jemsaben, and e Lidversity of Nawe Tame’s
lmtiiwie for Schodarship in the Liberal Ans. the Caudunie School, the Depanmem of
Theokogy, wnd tie Depurtment of Anthrogalogy o generousdy Tunding this research.
Pasticubar tlanks 1o Profs James Vasderhom, Bapens Uil Tl Doty alie, Cheis
Fon, ol John Cavoding (Universtiy of Mosre Deme), Wesson Faedds (lead Sea Scrolis
Feimfagion). Serlimg Van Waponon | Flovida Saee Universin L Emest Prerichs and Michoel
Hill (B3 Fousaaiion ), Esther Chagos (Dvion Ceosen, and Sevivour G and Jehin
Sponoor {ALAR) Tar thoir belip in ssoming the fands for this amalysds,
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FRENCH Crl LECTINS OF FUMAN BEMAINS FROM QUMBAN 203

hood health and adapability, occupational stress, demographic shifis,
wnd quality of life lssues such as longevity and health stutus Tor past
populations.” For Qumran, the detailed historical record of the period,
reglon and site, combined with the abundant archaeological recond
now armassed, provides o rich culiwral bens for stdying the biological
archive frozen in the skeletons of the site’s inhabitints,

Sadly however, the French collection doed not cooperate with this
madel, The current skeletal series is too small and incomplete* for the
reconstruction of community diel, demography. or discase profiles.
Nevertheless, the datn collected for the curremt study were gathered
with an eye towards such 8 blocultural synthesis i comparison 1o
regional cormelates and possible futere exhumations from the sile.

Cometery Assemblages: A cemetery 15 by defindtion a suspect sampling
of the Hving commuonity from which i§ drew. Indeed, it has been
argued that these “death assemblages™ often skew demographic dats
towards those individuals less adapled. Furthermore, migration, con-
Hict; exploration, irade and other gctivities Gin remove members of an
extant populathon s the tdme of death, resulting in shsence from thelr
representative graveyard,

" For enamples of hinoalieml seconvmection, s 5 Shoridun, ““MNew Life the Dead
Feushie™: The Helationshp betveen Haman Bemaim sad the Culiunil Reeoni bor By 2aiiting
Su, Sephen’s,” RIE L 1P STE-60 1 ldem, “Morbidicy omd Soraliy jia s Clasaic-
periid Hobokam Commpmnity,” Anciess faral Prociices én the Americim St s
deds LR Mitchet] omd 1 Bruman-Hodley: Adbsqesngue. MM Unbversity of Miew
Mesioo Pross, 20000 195-220; A, Gogslmam and T, Lesthernsan (edsd, Bvding o Sew
Biovwlneral Seanke st Poditivad-Frommsl Perapectiver o Mo Hiesfengy (AN Arbar,
M Ulniersity of Michigas Press, 2L, Larsen, Brwre by, Interprening Beludr
Jrisn rhae Muwsen Shelcioe (Neow York: Cambridge Univeminy Press, 1975 [0 Yan
(rervem, S Skheridon, el W, Adamns, “The Healih and Muitition of a Medicval Nabian
Population”™ American Asthropatopde 9T (05 268800 D Van Uerven and
8, Shevudan ded), T Woerhoograpdy of o Classie Periosd Mobolom Papulann (Thi
Fuehlo Crande Project 6 Phoends: 551 Pablicationy in Archaoolegy, 9845
A Cmrosdmam, “Okn the Imterprewion of Healil from Skeletal Romaine,™ Cweeea?
Aairbrapwafinpy 34 (193] ZE1-8R. Manim et al. Macd Mewne Assman Mealth: M s
umil K- Eenmedy (eds), Recousiimdion o Lol fam the Shedeion (Mew York: Lise,
195y M. Coben amd G, Armelegos, Palvopaniofogy @t Oleigbon of Agrirulire
(Mew Yk Asaslemsic Pross, B84 D, Oneer, “Riocolrrsl inlemction i Hismas
Admpueiom,” o Fusunss Adiapn; A Biogaltarl Oudvisey ied. Tr1 Oniner; 'Wiskingion,
17 Simaibrsonisn Insdinunon Press, 19810 | 27—

¥l s mesjoriay of casies osdy ihe camiom ond pelvis were gollecied B analysis.
See Flgune 4 fee an ilbastragion of this poisl,

U5 Millson, ferdal Awfropobingy (Mew Yok Cambridpe Univemity Priess, | 986)
Ta,
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As explained by 5. Hillson, however, “this does not necessarily pre-
clude . ., the sssessment of general biological relationships. but it
inevitubly reduces the expectations for such approaches.”™ The above
concerns —when added 1o a biased excavation scheme, incompleie ex-
humations, and inconsistent curation methods — render the . represents-
live nature of the French collection guestionable at best.''

Justificatienr: In addition o the concerns listed shove, sample sive
musi also be addressed, De Vaux, E Puech, and E. Schuller™ among
others, observesd thit e exhumied sample size 8 insufficient Tfor de-
talling aspects of community pdapiation, doily Lile, group health, o
demography, Thete may be as mainy o 1100 burlals af Qumran,” for
which published documentation exists on lityv-three exhumations ™ OF
those, only thiny-nine have undergone modern anthropological analy-
sis, representing approximately 3.3% of the wotal imterred collection.

The great interest in Qumrnn hos amplificd the imporance of this
spurse collection, especially in light of the numenous and varied hypo-
theses generuted from the remains. P. Davies wamed that “proconceplions
lead o oversimterpretation™ " — o truism evidenced by the, ot tmes Fan-
ciful, reconstructions of the Qumrun material. These have ranged from
o barefout man, 10 Roman ssldiers, 1o horsemen. Tales of torture and

¥ M, Denial Auplropodioey, 710

0, Mowvis, Plpamk, Ritsal ol Soviad Seacieee b6 O laenicad Amtiguriy (Mew York:
Cambridge Usiversiy Prews, 1993 WML

= e sl numiber of tombs excavaed does nog pesmin we wn driew nny -
thatics fron thein which can valilly ke applicd B the oomeiery as @ whole" (de Voo,
Arvharalopgy el the e Sea Seealls, 4T85 “Cerlakily staibsiics of gencralisaism
wuried e untinoely based on omly 43 tsmbs escoveded by DeVous gsong the about
1200 numbered bariuls " E Puech, "The Mecropolises of Khirhet Qumedin asd “Aln
ch-{Fhuwelr and the Essene Heliel inothe Afieriife,” #ASCR 312 (1596 25; “Civen the
proseni stalg of our knoswlodpe, it is far from corom whether oy conclusions can be
draw'n from the commsery. The propomtion of ibe graves excovubed s antisically o
amall . .. E Sclaller, “Wonen in the Deml Sea Seroll,” e D Sewt Sennlly After
Fifry Fears: A Cowprelenaiyd Adremsment feds PW, Fling and LU W anderKam:
ledden: Beaill, 19RK 2,141

" Chermaont -Gamnean, “Levers foom Clermisal-Canoean 11" PEQ (1874 B3
irdprated in idemn, Arclucolegios Resewroberr ar Palestine Dwiing the Yoars [N71-
{8 Jipais, L MeParlane Londun: Palestine BExplorsion Fund, 1856] 2 140000 de
Vaux, Archaewlogy amd e Dead Sear Sorolls, 48 G, Vermes, ficreery in thwe dideas
I.:;":hrri: The ewd Sew Sceath and Thedr Meening (Mea Yoo Desclee Company
WSS 10

910 the fifty -theee shoeletons, e Viaus enhuened forry-shree, Siockioll iene. and Clevmons -
Cisnnean o

2P Davies. “Hiae B b Do Anheculogy: The Story of Qumrum,™ 4 52 1965,
20
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dismemberment, nuclear families and celibacy, wartiors and farmers
have Been reconstructed . . . often from he same remiins! ™

Therefore, the study of the human bones from Qumran s nol only
Justified but necessary due to the range of speculation aboul these
skeletons, combined with the continuing call in the literature for el
analysis, As Rihner-Erl and collespues warned, however, we must
remember we ane describing individuals, which cannol conclusively be
extrapolited 10 panterns for the community at large.”” When cognizant
o this distinction, soch study does indeed sdd 1o the present stale of
ko ledge about Cumran,

The Qumwran Skeletal Collection

In 1874 O, Clermoni-Cannesu described the exhumation of a grave
at Qumran, from which he removed a portion of mandible for later
study." Seventy-five years later, systematic excavation of the site (mins
and cemetery ) began under the direction of de Voux, and orehaco-
logists from the Ecole Bibligue et Archéologique Frangaise de
Jérusalem. By 1935, forty-three graves in the cemetery had been
exhumed.” The remains disappeared shortly thereafter. not 1o reemerje
for analysis for forty-plus years.

5. Steckoll excavated nine muore skeletons in 1966, Hias and

®0 Faas, The Cemperios of Dueman end Oelibacy Confusios Lakl @ Bea™™ (1570
T muh 2M0-8%, Hobhrer-Fl et sl “LUber die GrEberfelder von Khikbet Cusean”,
8. Bemhd, A Dy in the Lifle of Hanonash Mothos,™ Ariel §086 | 1995 Sd-tel; M. Cenlh,
“The Major Ancomabies o by Qenwan-Seciarion Theory and theis Bosobation,” Q0 3
(1S A=A Seckoll, “The Community of the Dead Sed Serolls™ N Plass and
H. Mathan, “Anthropalingos] Servcy on the Human Shebctal Remaims from Qummn.”
Rev) b 1OBE) 14451

Y Risheer-Enl o al, “Uber die Griberfcliier wm Khirbet ameom,” 6

" Clermeomi-Ganneau. Letisrs from Clermom -Gansens,” B3] reports removisg ~s
Ble ol 0 fvwlusie, widh eeth silbesing” hal be hoped (o sobmi G siliopoebog sl
uul,--lu I appoar the reslin of ssid anslysis were ever pabsistsed,

" K. de Vaus, “Findlies sl Khiskey Qumcis, appert préfimimdne.™ 805 b 1953
HA- 1 ddem, “Fouilles =n Kbt Qumsda, ragprt pedhimimine s s deunidoe Gan-
pagme” R 61 (1953} 206N wdem, “Fiosilkes mu Khwirhel Chamiin, rappor pedimi-
naire sor fes 3e, de o S compagnes.” @8 60 | %5 S33-TT) ddem, Archavadogy o
e Ihpoul Xpa Novalfs,

=8 Seeckidl, “Preliminary Exvasstlion Repom (s the Quimran Cemsiery,” Keol) &
(1) XA dem, “hlargingl Notes om the Quoman Excavambons,” S0 7T 196
134k jdem, “The Community of (ke Dend Saa Serlls”; 5. Kieckoll. #. Goller,
H. Motman, aml 8. Hass, “Hed-Smmed Human Bopes Srom Quimian,” oo Jowrmel
af Medivad! Sodeaves T 01FTE 121923 Siechall repors. opening ton ks “The Come
rsmnify of e Dead Sea Scralls,” 365
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Mathan published o reconstruction of one of the skeletons in 1968,
with cursory deseriptions of age and sex for the eight others.*' Steckoll
subsequently engaged in additional reconstmictions of these remains in
an obscure 1974 ltalian publication. =

In 1999, & German team of scholars published an wricle detailing
their analysis of a collection of twenty-two skeletons (or porticns
thereof} from Qumran® These remiains were transported 1o Cermany
in the 19505 and remained in storage until their coration in the early
90k, Comparable study of the contents of seventcen fombs under
French jurisdiction began in the late surmmer of 1999,

The Fremeh Collection: The remainder of this paper will deal with specifics
related 10 the Pariy and Jerusalem segments of the collection. In mid-
July 1999, | wos invited by Sir Jean-Bapiiste Humbert, 0P 10 ana-
lyze the ariculsted remuing of the man from Tomb 18" The bones
were “glued™ 10 a cardboard and plaster base, and covered with o
thick layer of paraffin preservative.™ Initial curation began by remov-
ing the waxy matrix and repssembling the skeleton in peoper anatom-
leal order (severul bones were out of plice). The nearly-compleie
skeleton was accompanied by one very long piece of wood,™ hundreds
of smaller wood fragments, and approximately thirty metnl nails,

In December 1999, Prol. Humbert presented the remains of nine

' Haas amd Mathan, ® Anshropobigics] Servey ™, referenoe o Hias and Naghan's Enlings
ore alsn oulined in Steckoll, "Preliminary Escavatin Repo,”

U 1e English. Steckoll ks of fosire and dismenshermient (“The Comenually of il
D Sen Serolb” 225305 making reference to the work of Faos and Nathan,
“Anthropolingical Survey.” Hirsieser, they nover make s suppesision in prine. This
VT weork js highly convoduted, with thise sections discussing the skeleis] e
Prasend oo fithe peoopiod antheopological methvinioliegy, Special thanks s Magen Broski
Foi puowliding a cogr ol il mamascrip,

* Rishwer-Eril et al, “Ubes doe Cieiherlifler vom Khirbet Cumrsn,

* Dtails of provendence for thee German collection can be fosnd m ihe miroduction
o Bikher-Eeil @ 61, “Uhor dee Griberfebder von Khirber Qumman.”

' Professan of Archaeolngy, Feole Bibligoe et Archéologiges e Mraalen,

® This stsdy wumiled ned have boen binmediascly possible were It not for the help of
smdenis wawrkEng wills mo ihel sunener on anoiber colleciion — laime Uiingss. berromy
Ransp, and Willlem Peenmen. Special thamks o the University of Motre Daine's
Insidiude Tor Scholordip in e Liberal Ams, Oeparanent of Theology, amd Geaiburle
Schewd for prowiding immedisly funding, thereby allowing us 46 extend aur ey b
Rerusalem by mwnthy

7 T skeleton hid been on display for decades ar the Rockefelier Muscum m Ense
Feruualem

* The begest plece ol {presummbly) cofin wosd from Tomb (8 measures 152 =
12= 2 em L = W= Wi, Domeeel and Doncedi-Volie (“The Archacoligy of Khirket
Cumram,” |44 repart thal e wood i eypress (0 rpeecon seriper viermsd,



FRENCH OOLLECTION OF HUMAN REMAINS FROM QUMBAN a7

e Qumran graves for analysis,™ The Jerusalem portion includes
remuins from Tombs 12, 13 15, 1éa, 16b, 17, 18, 19, and Tombs A
and B.* Permission was gramed in Avgost 2000 10 snolyre the eight
imdividuals housed at the Museé de 'Homme in Paris," which
incloded remains from Tombs 3, 4, 5 6, 7, B, 10, and 11,7

Tabde 1: Inclividunis in ihe French Collection of
Homan Remalns from Chamiran

Taimb e Vs Year ke igiral Curteni
Calulogise Halained Imvestipalor Lascation
5 i3 1451 Yallois Paris
4 g4 1951 Wallisin IParis
5 03 1941 Walhst Fris
(] Qb 1951 Walkals Faris
7 Q7 1951 Valkain Puaris
H R 195] Wiilkals Fraris
1o 0 1951 Wallols Puris
} Qo 195 Wallnis Faris
L1 [ 1 1953 Kurth Jerusilem
13 Q13 1951 Kurth Jerusalem
15 15 1953 Kurth Jerusalem
I6a 0 - as3 Kurih Jerusalem
Il 0 161 |53 Kurily Jerisalem
17 207 1953 Kurth Jerusalem
1% ) IR 1453 AT Jerusalem
L] Q1% 1%53 Koy Jeruzalem
A (51 1] 1455 Kurih lerusalem
11 M (62 1455 Kuirth Jeruualem

= The bowes were stored im0 smad] clearly mrhl:lll'trl:u:h'rl.l::tnhp:mlnl
b, which muy expain bow By wenl wnmdticed in the Beode's evensive archaco.
bogical colkectiin. Reoovatan ol the Foole Bibligue & Archéntogique Prurgaise linary
bepan in August 1FEE, which reguired ihe movemen of all materiads in i archab
Boggical babormionics mubjacee e the [Bhany holdings, Bn the process of weaganising the

nsenn i Fall 1900, (he additional Chisnrsn somin werg uncoviredd,

= Owly peces of woos] @ spprocimiely Sficen pails wene foend in the box Fir
Tomb 17. Mo boncs were present.

B Special thanks i v Maro Checl of e Mused de ['Homme fir decess o the
menuion I\ Pans, mnd b Profs Inmes Phillips (Dnkversigy ol Ensds=Chicagad and lean-
Haguisie Humbert Ecole Hibligue o Anchéologipes Frangajss-lausalem) for fheis bedp
im sovurimg permyissich from the Mussum,

T Much of ihe ialormation m Table | s plensed from the catalogue n o
Brtd e al., "L die Oriberfeider von Khirbet Oumnran.” om o ssen Tolliwving p 8
Amy mistakes in irensdatien are mine,
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Bones from Tombs 1. 2, 9, 14, and 17 are missing from the sequence.,
Photos mt the Ecole Biblique (Figure 2) show the skeletons interred
therein;™ however, the remains have not yet resurfoced for analysis.

Frovenience: Figure 3 fllustrates. the muliiple lines of evidence used
to establish provenience for this collection. In some cases there was a
clear match with de Vaux's origingl photographic record. Enclosed
packing materials and handwritten notes, inscribed musking tape Toumd
unider the paraffin preservative, writing directly on bones. and consist-
ency with the field notes of de Vaus and the orlginal osieologists help
build a strong clrcumstantial case of provenience for this collection

For the remains in Jerusalem, each individual (except Tomb %)
was presented in storage boxes libeled with & tomb designation. Most
of the bones were wrapped in toilet paper. Pleces of wood from
Tombs 17, 18, and 19 were puckaged in plastic bags, Metal nails were
wrapped in paper und stored in small Jordanian cigarette boxes, Nodes
with the site name and dates were ofien enclosed with the remains.

In Paris, the bones were presented in small open cardboard storage
trays. Most of the lirpe pleces of bone were labeled with India ink in-
dicating the site (“Kh. Qumran'), location (" Palestine"), 4 date of exhuma-
tion, a tomb number, and a cotlogoe number specific 10 the Musée
e I"'Homme,

It appears that some of the remuins in Parls were commingled
during curation. Mixed with the bones of Tombs 4, 5, and & were the
possible portions of the Tomb 3 skeleton. Written on several bones
directly, and located under the paraflin covering, were rather large
Y3, All such pleces represent redundancies of body parts foo w given

" Hecewmtly Fias (“The Cemelerses of Chanan i Colibacy,” 25800 pwblished his
inerpratation of the Qumenn sbelial colleoion, iscluiling resulin Fr =Tomh 9, [ee
@ bk of cilition, @ is unclear whether thin designation is based spon the origiial
classificatsn of Vallisy of o fodmgs offeres) e his visil i the bevusalein collec-
toa, Ous notes afiginolly mislabeled Tomb A as 90 A5 iod Tomb @ as 1 EL
Regandless of the wurce of ermor, the remains for Tomb % have not resurfaced (thsagh
pRotopraphs exis illustiting excavafion of e mink— we Figue 3)

bl fronm the de Yaux archive are published with the perieros i imls-
wioey o b, 1 Bibiligee & Aichéologhjse Franguise de Jdrmsalem, Profs lean-
Hagiisae Hambert, CF, syl Joan- Miche! de Tarvagan, OF, They st appear in s Tiwlbaming
chapter an the French skeletal series by Sheriden e al. “Anibropoligical Amslysis ul
the Human Bomaims from Kkirken Qummn,” The phodograph ol ibe skeleion from
Tismb |7 wos pallishe] m J-B. Humbes amd A, Chambon, Fowilies de Khirier
Qumrdn ef de Aby Feably (NTOA Series Archacedogis 1 Freiburg: Universiidtsverlng:
{eitigen! Vanienhoeck & Buprechi, 104y 230
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Figwre 2. Photogrophie evadence for skelgions missing in ihe “rediscovened™
French colleation ssquence. These include: o) Tomb | [SUH4: B Tomb 2 [9545]
o) Tomilh 9 113 éy Tomdb 14 [IEIL): @) Tomb [T 11T, Braciesrd umnters
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individual, and olien dild not maich the other rémains in the box for
robusticity.

Prexervation: The crantum and innominates were the apparent skele-
sl elements of choice for exhumation by de Vaux's team. Presumubly
the majority of each skeleton was left in the grave. Flgure 4 provides
a schematic of the remains in sitw as photographed by de Vanx,™
compared with the bones currently available for stady.

In the schematics the dark pray regions indicale curated bomes,
lighter gray illustrales those portions visible in the photographe, and
the white areas represent missing or obstructed bopes, As seen in this
figure, even when évidence exisis that the entire skebeton was pre-
served, the pelvis and craniom were wseally the only segments re-
muwed for annlysis, J, Zlas suggested that thoese individuals Tor whim
we have more skeletal moterial available provide evidence of differ-
entinl preservation—e.g., later burinls, possibly Bedouin intrusioms, ™
While some skeletons may indeed be of more recent imerment. this
supposition canmot be made bused on differentiol representation of remains
in the coruled collection.

The Cemetery

A new survey of the Qumran cemetery was direcred by J. Rosen-
berg in the Spring 2001, prompted by a generalized request in the

" Previswsdy pailished phobograjhs appesed in Humben amd Chambon, Foulfes,
including: Tomb B (8451, p. 2173, Tomb § (8456, p, 209) Tomb 7 (#4585, p. 2200
Tomd ¥ (#d46]1, p 220k Toemb 1T (#46L p 2273, Tomb |K (#6560 o 2280, mud
Tiamdy 14 (036w, p, 2240, Martopragiha of the sheletoes b uiw For Tombs A, 5 d sl
Hl=1fb can he found i Frgure B of Sheridan et &l = Anthropdogisal Analvsis of ihe
Huaman Remains from Khirket Qumren.” Curresdly, no photss of the imlemed skelesons
fee Toenbes © ol 100 Beve Peen Tound in e de Viso schive,

= Fos stores, “deibesiologicully, W wimdd appear that the masenial (st wos oom-
plele aml in an excepuional siate of preservation of deemed limportant hod been selected
inil by de Wasin Tow Tuther smady sl seni o Burope, whoeas much of ihe maierial
shar wan frageeatary and sherchy mecessiating extensive labswasory reconstructson was
rohariesl o1 the site. .. This in and of itsell is dolling and aruses siipicion os o he
chianclogy of e materal” (" The Comaerien of Chamein sl Celshacy.” I35-143, As
enitlieed abwive, phedographs of seserml of the interrel sheletoms were pablishod o 1P
by Humbert and Chambaon, ilusirsibng their degree of completeness apon excavution
Proserwation aind exlumatsin div g sem imricalely cosmecsnd in thin cans

" Kaperu chadlenged anthropsalisgiss wy propare o “msp of the Chomran cemeseny
with ihe evad locidion of alieady opened ombs” MSome Remaks oo (ke Qumran
Cematery,” 1IN, Special thanks us § Bisenbeig OWF, Albsight Tuseiisie of Aol
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Figure 4. Schematics ilbustrating ihe bomes svaitabde for anabesiy, comipmred 10

those seen i de Vaua's photis off vach imbBiviibunl fn vini. 8o photogrmphs of the
imeerved i Buals Brons Tommbs B or 10 were founil,



