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We seek to promote and uphold the sanctity of all human life from conception until natural death 

through prayer, service, and education, and to help women in crisis pregnancies find alterna-
tives to abortion through service and support, in the spirit of the Catholic Church.   

The official newsletter of Notre Dame Right to Life 

Summer ó09   

Dear Friends of Notre Dame Right to Life, 

 

As the newly-elected president the Notre Dame Right to Life Club, I want to express 

not only my great excitement and eagerness to further Right to Life's mission and 

effectiveness at the University, but also the trepidation with which I take on the job.  

To be president of this fantastic club is no easy task.  In between classes, work, 

other extracurriculars, and applying to law school, I will have to coordinate the ac-

tivities, events, and tasks of the largest club on the campus of Notre Dame.  It is no 

small task, and I would ask for the prayers of all of our supporters in our club's en-

deavors. 

 

The University's act of inviting President Obama to receive an honorary doctorate 

and to give the commencement address to the class of 2009, along with the magnifi-

cent student-led response to this scandal, has demonstrated the importance of Right 

to Life of Notre Dame as an effective voice in favor of the unborn and a powerful 

fighter for the school's foundational precepts.  As president, I pledge to keep our 

club firmly committed to defending these fundamental moral principles, always 

guided by the Magisterium of the Catholic Church.   

 

I would also like to thank our outgoing president, Mary Daly, who was an utterly 

tireless worker for the cause of life, serving as one of the chief leaders and organiz-

ers of the student protests during the commencement services.  However, for the 

entirety of the year, Mary also did a fantastic job of leading our club and working to 

improve it in numerous respects.  I hope that I can follow in her footsteps and pro-

vide the same sort of exemplary leadership, continuing and furthering the fantastic 

work she undertook. 

 

All in all, I am excited about the future of Right to Life, and I hope that I will be up 

to the challenge of furthering the work of the club--in helping women in crisis preg-

nancies, in educating students, in praying for an end to abortion--while remaining 

rooted in the strong foundations of the moral teaching of the Catholic Church.  

Again, I ask for your prayers for myself, for my fellow officers, for the club, and for 

our school.  God bless you. 

       In Notre Dame, 

       John Gerardi, ó10 

       President, 2009-2010 

 

Our Presidentõs Message: 



In Disneyôs movie, ñKung Fu Panda,ò Jack Blackôs character, Poh, at one point says, 

ñThere is no price for awesomeness!ò I think this statement applies to those people who 

dedicated so much of their time and energy to make Notre Dame Right to Life the great 

institution that it is: they are and have been awesome people to work with this year! 

However, a price certainly has been paid: long hours, tested tempers, and expended en-
ergies have been the price paid by the RTL officers, commissioners and other dedicated 

members. And yet, all of our workð and all that we gave to our workð came back to 

us tenfold. 

 

The results of our blood, sweat, and tears most assuredly were awesome. In terms of 

ND-RTL, we saw significant improvements in the institutional stability of the club. As I 

prepare to step down from my position as president, I feel confident that ND-RTL will 

do well in the coming year and years, not only because I hand the reigns over to the 

very competent John Gerardi, but also because the 2008-2009 Leadership Committee 

did much to secure the clubôs structural make-up so that it can withstand the yearly turn-

over in leadership. 

 
As many of you know by now, ND-RTL spearheaded the formation of the Notre Dame 

Response Student Coalition. The intention of the coalition was to express a student 

voice of opposition to Notre Dameôs decision to invite and honor President Obama at 

the 2009 commencement ceremonies. Especially in the work of ND Response, many 

sacrificed sleep, peace of mind, and even schoolwork in the effort to take a stand not 

only for the dignity and sanctity of human life, but also in defense of the Catholic iden-

tity of our beloved University of Notre Dame.  I am confident that the twelve groups of 

ND Response truly did represent the real Notre Dame in all that we did. Though un-

wavering in firmness, everything that ND Response (and ND-RTL) did was character-

ized thoroughly by respect, prayer and dignity, as is only right when acting out of love 

of life and Our Ladyôs University! 
 

In sum, yes, Notre Dame Right to Life had an awesome year. Yet, although this awe-

someness was only possible by way of the hard work of all involved, I believe that we 

were witnesses to life not only in the work we did, but also in the way we worked. Hav-

ing the opportunity to work with people associated with ND-RTL, as well as ND Re-

sponse, was a blessing in so many ways. This year has given me a renewed personal 

commitment to the pro-life cause, as well as the chance to meet and grow in friendship 

with many people. Life truly is the gift that keeps on giving! 

 

I leave this year with great memories and great friends, but also with great thanks to 

give to everyone who works for and supports the cause of life. With that in mind, I close 

this note with a resounding word of ñthanks!ò to all of you who help us in the work that 
we do. Thank you for your continued prayers, dedication, and support for Notre Dame 

Right to Lifeðeven the smallest support from you is so great in our eyes! May God 

bless you and keep you, always! 

       In Notre Dame, 

       Mary K. Daly, NDô10 

       President 2008-2009 

From Our Outgoing President: 



 
Conference Wrap-up Holly Klejeski 

On March 27-28, Notre Dame Right to Life hosted its annual Collegiate Conference, 

titled You Did It for Me: For a New Culture of Human Life.  Students, faculty, and others 

from Notre Dame and other colleges gathered in the Jordan Hall of Science to hear lec-

tures from experts on various aspects of the pro-life movement. 

 
On Friday, Conference attendees were invited to join the Center for Ethics and Cultureôs 

bioethics conference for a lecture by Dr. Edmund Pellegrino.  This was followed by din-

ner in the South Dining Hall, providing a casual and enjoyable opportunity for attendees 

to get to know each other. 

Saturdayôs portion of the Conference began with a Mass celebrated by Fr. Andrew Hofer, 

O.P.  The Conference continued with breakfast in Jordan, followed by opening remarks 

by Right to Life President Mary Daly.  The first lecture of the day was given by Lisa 

Everett from the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bendôs Office of Marriage and Family 

Life.  Mrs. Everett spoke about the role of the family in building a culture of life.  She 

connected families to the idea of a ñsanctuaryò, defined both as a place of safety and a 

place in which to encounter God. 

 

The next lecture was given by Notre Dame Law alumnus and Super Bowl champion 

Chris Godfrey, founder of Life Athletes.  Godfrey spoke about his organization, which 

challenges professional athletes to live lives of virtue and integrity.  He asked attendees 

whether they wanted to live in the ñcity of God or the city of the worldò. 
 

Providing a more scientific perspective on abortion issues was Dr. Elizabeth Shadigian, 

University of Michigan faculty member and expert medical witness in several legal cases 

including the Federal Partial Birth Abortion Ban of 2003.  Dr. Shadigian focused on the 

abortion industryôs lack of accountability and documentation on the short- and long-term 

effects of abortion.  She shared available statistics on the physical and psychological 

risks, and questioned why women are not made aware of the risks and side effects. 



Dr. Francis Beckwith, visiting fellow with the 

Center for Ethics and Culture, gave a philosophi-

cal consideration of abortion.  Dr. Beckwith led 

his listeners through a logical condemnation of 

abortion as murder and left them with many 
points to consider.  He argued that ideas have 

consequences, and challenged his audience to 

decide whether abortion is homicide. 

 

The final speaker was Chaunie Brusie of Femi-

nists for Life.  Brusie told her story as a Feminists 

for Life intern who found herself with an un-

planned pregnancy while in college.  This gave 

her a new perspective on the challenges facing pregnant students and the ways in which 

colleges administrations and fellow students can support those who find themselves preg-

nant. 

 

We were pleased to be able to welcome such a diverse crowd. The Conference had over 

100 registrants, from Notre Dame, Saint Mary's, Holy Cross College, Loyola University 

Chicago, Hillsdale, Univ. of IL (Urbana-Champagne), Saint Vincent College, St. Louis 

University, and others.   ǃ  

Project Mom a Success! Mary Forr 

On Saturday, April 25, Right to Life hosted the grand finale event for Project Mom.  This 

baby shower provided fifteen women with many essentials for their newborn child, as 

well as some gifts for the mothers-to-be. 

 

The shower, held at South Bendôs Womenôs Care Center, was a huge success.  The 
women and their families arrived, introduced themselves to one another, and started hav-

ing fun.  Games like Name that Nursery Rhyme, What Does Your Babies Name Mean, 

and Donôt Say Baby, were a huge hit.  As the moms became more comfortable with one 

another, everyone could sense the support they gave to each other.  Their stories and their 

smiles were very encouraging. 

 

One of the most exciting and emotional times of the baby shower was when each of the 

moms introduced herselfðand then introduced her unborn baby.  It was amazing to see 

that each mom, no matter how old, lovingly rubbed her stomach, and said, ñMy name is 

é.and my babyôs name isé.ò  Every mom acknowledged that the unborn child in her 

womb was in fact a baby.  The lack of this acknowledgement is something that we fight 

every single day in the culture of death.  We need to encourage mothers everywhere to 
believe the truth that the child within their womb is a personðis a human being with 

rightsðand one of their childôs rights is the right to life. 

 

A number of the pregnant mothers brought their own moms with them to the baby 

shower.  It was beautiful to see how caring each mother was for her daughter.  The mem-

bers of Right to Life were encouraged by the thought that with the example set by their 

own mothers, the pregnant mothers would show their soon-to-be born babies an immeas-

urable amount of love. 



The mothers helped by Project Mom were all very poor and all of them were in very dif-

ficult situations.  Each one of them was so grateful for everything she was given at the 

shower.  Each baby outfit was looked at as if it were a garment fit for royalty.  All the 

members of Right to Life present knew that the money they had collected and the time 

they had put into the shower were well spent.  These moms were truly in need.  The Bi-
ble tells us in Matthew 25:40, ñBecause you did it for one of the least of my brethren, 

you did it for Me.ò  In the face of each mom at the baby shower was the face of Christ, 

and we were very lucky to be presented with the opportunity to help Him. 

 

The Service Commission would like to extend a special thank you to Amy Kalmar, Lisa 

Thain, Mary Hill, Kelly Levis, Christina Kuklinski, and Mary Liz Walter for all of their 

help putting together the baby shower.  We would have never been able to do it without 

their willingness to work hard to protect the lives of the unborn.    ǃ  

In association with ND Response, Right to Life 

held several events in the weeks leading up to 

commencement. On April 5, more than 400 

people braved a cold and rainy South Bend day 

to join in prayer on the steps of the Dome. The 
main speaker at the rally was nationally recog-

nized attorney, Harold Cassidy, who has liti-

gated pro-life cases that have advanced the true 

rights and interests of pregnant mothers. Mr. 

Cassidy gave a stirring speech in which he 

spoke to women's liberties, President Obama's 

actions, the example of Mother Teresa and the 

watershed and dreadfully misleading speech by Governor Mario Cuomo given at Notre 

Dame in September of 1984. Mr. Cassidy, while noting Mr. Cuomo as "a man with a 

good heart," reviewed the inaccuracies of Cuomo's speech in which he "created the 

blueprint for Catholic lawmakers everywhere to justify their participation in what is a 

grave human rights injustice, not just for the child, but for pregnant mothers them-
selves." In particular, Cassidy discussed the incongruity and crux of Cuomo's flawed 

and harmful argument that an unborn child could not be given the same legal protection 

as that of other human beings because such a belief is a purely religious belief.  

 

Following Cassidyôs talk, philosophy professor and senior parent Alfred Freddoso 

spoke. Freddoso roused the crowd when he stated "Make no mistake, this protest has to 

do with President Obama's actions and with his intentions regarding future actions, and 

not merely with his beliefs." Freddoso reflected on the decision of the leadership of 

Notre Dame, "[D]espite their protestations to the contrary, the administrators of the uni-

versity have made themselves complicit [é] in the culture of individual autonomy and 

individual self-creation over and against the culture of faithful and enduring commit-
ment and of shared dependency within a rich communal lifeðand, sad to say, they have 

done it under the mantle of the Catholic Faith which they profess with their lips." 

 

The speeches [full-text available at NDResponse.com] were followed by a recitation of 

the sorrowful mysteries of the Rosary led by Notre Dame students. At the end of the 

Pre-Commencement Activities Emily Toates 



prayer vigil, participants laid white carnations at the grotto in memory of all of the chil-

dren lost to abortion.  

Over the Blue-Gold weekend, 

April17-18, a weekend when alumni 

come from across the country to en-
joy the festivities of the spring scrim-

mage, ND Response held a campus 

March for Life. Many students and 

community members participated in 

this prayerful and peaceful celebra-

tion of life. Law professor Charlie 

Rice gave some opening remarks 

before the ND Right to Life banner 

led the way as marchers walked from 

the Dome up Notre Dame Avenue.  

 

Also during Blue-Gold weekend, a Cemetery of the 

Innocents was set-up on South Quad under the flag 

pole. This powerful memorial served to remind peo-

ple on campus of the number of lives lost every day 

to abortion. White crosses represented the number 

of abortions that occur during the time it takes to 

play one football game while the pink and blue flags 

represented the number of boys and girls killed in a 

single day.  

 

Right to Lifeôs final event of the year, in association 
with ND Response, was a bonfire on Holy Cross 

Hill after the last day of classes. It was a chilly 

night, which made it perfect for standing around a 

warm fire. This was a great opportunity for Right to 

Lifers to unwind after a busy week and celebrate the 

end of the school year with friends and sômores.   ǃ 

Special thanks to the Center for Ethics & Culture, whose recently estab-

lished Fund for the Protection of Human Life played a strong supporting 

role in the success of ND RTLôs activities.  The purpose of the Fund is to 

educate ND students in the intellectual tradition supporting the dignity of 

human life, specifically in its beginning stages, and to prepare students to 
transform the culture into one where every human life is respected.   
 

ǃ              ǃ              ǃ 
 

If you have any questions or would like information about the Notre Dame Fund to Support 

Human Life, please contact David Solomon or Elizabeth Kirk, Center for Ethics and Cul-

ture, 1047 Flanner Hall, Notre Dame, IN 46556, telephone 574-631-9656, e-mail 

ndethics@nd.edu.  If you are interested in making a donation to the Fund, please contact 

the Department of Development, 1100 Grace Hall, Notre Dame, IN 46556,  

telephone 574-631-7164, e-mail develop@nd.edu. 

Center for Ethics & Culture 
Fund to Protect  
Human Life 

mailto:ndethics@nd.edu
mailto:develop@nd.edu


I was wearing my cap and gown, with the blue ND Response symbol with a gold cross 

and the baby feet affixed to the former as the rally was about to begin.  There was a rea-

sonable amount of people on South Quad, and my parents and I found ourselves a spot 

near the front of the stage. 
 

A few minutes later, as Mary Daly, my fellow RTL officer and Domer, began to call 
everybody to order to begin the rally, two things caught my eye.  On the one hand, I--

together with everybody else in the crowd--could not help but look up as Air Force One 

flew over us.  At that moment my heart sank as I realized: he's really here, the most radi-

cally pro-abortion president our country has ever had is here for the purpose of being 

honored by the University administration and applauded by the majority of the students. 
 

On the other hand, as I looked behind me, I was surprised to see 

that there were people as far back as the eye could see.  This 

sight filled me with much joy.  That same joy was strengthened 

as Bishop John D'Arcy, our local ordinary, appeared unexpect-

edly at the beginning of the rally.  I had heard that he would not 

be in attendance, yet as he stepped upon the stage he remarked, 
"This is where the bishop should be." 
 

This mix of joy and sadness was prevalent throughout the 

whole of the rally.  Fr. Bill Miscamble, CSC, Professor of His-

tory, described the dedication of University founder Fr. Sorin, 

C.S.C., in the years of Notre Dame's inception, and the foun-

der's hope that Our Lady's University would be a great 

"instrument for good."  I was filled with tearful grief as he de-

scribed the reality of the recent events: the University administration had chosen 

"prestige over truth," in the words of Bishop D'Arcy. 
 

Drawing a contrast against the administra-
tion that had affirmed its decision to honor 

the President, Fr. Miscamble pointed to all 

of us in the crowd and said, "this is the true 

Notre Dame." In retrospect, I rejoice to 

think of that moment and say, "We are 

ND."  
 

After listening to several speeches from ND 

alumni and professors, and after seeing 

several Notre Dame professors go to the 

stage in solidarity with the students of ND 

Response, many wearing their academic 
robes, I proceeded to make my way to the Grotto with my parents, where the senior class 

would come before the statue of Our Lady to place our intentions at her feet. 
 

Upon reflection, I realize that this prayer was the most effective part of the whole rally.  

Yes, the speakers had been tremendously moving to me in a particular way.  Father Mis-

camble brought me to tears. Professor Solomon's words filled me with joy. Yet at the 

end of the day emotions are fleeting, and the most important question is: where does our 

will stand?  It is the only question that really matters: does our will stand in adoration of 

Rally Sons of  Notre Dame! Reflections of a Graduating 
Senior - Victor Saenz 



the Truth, in affirmation of 

Him who is the Life, or does 

it stand with the Father of 

Lies? Only in the context of 

this act of the will do those 
sorrows and joys mentioned 

aboveðand indeed all joys 

and sorrowsð make sense.  

Our Lady is both Our Lady 

of Sorrows and the Cause of 

Our Joy.  In her joy and her 

sorrow, this thing remained 

constant: her fidelity to her 

Son. We must do likewise. 

With this in mind, this prayer at Our Lady's Grotto really was a graduation, for this is the 

most important lesson that my years at the University of Notre Dame have taught me.  

We either act as sons of Notre Dame, sons of Our Lady, or we miss the point entirely.  

At the Grotto, together with my parents, classmates, and countless pilgrims, our wills 

stood together in eloquent praise of our Mother, who, as the seal of the University tells 

us, is our Life, our Sweetness, and our Hope.   
 

It is undeniable that this weekend was a grace-filled weekend, one that no one could have 
predicted months ago when the announcement about the Commencement speaker was 

made.  Just as no one could have predicted what would happen graduation weekend, I 

think it might be hard to predict what will happen within the next few years. In the after-

math, the problems, the great causes of sorrow remain: the University is still very far 

from its Catholic soul. It would be naive to deny that.  Will Notre Dame give in to the 

worldly forces of secularization or return to its Catholic roots? This might be one of the 

last chances that the administration has of returning to the University's Catholic roots.  If 

the administration is to return--if we are to return--one thing is clear, as illustrated this 

weekend: it will not happen unless we do as Our Lady did, next to Our Lord on the cross, 

in the joys and the sorrows.     ǃ 



Photos! More pictures from RTL and NDR activitiesé enjoy! 

For more photos and information regarding Notre Dame Right to Life  

or the Notre Dame Response student coalition, check out our websites at  

www.nd.edu/~prolife and www.NDResponse.com .  

And keep reading Footprints, of course! 



Congratulations! 

When I was asked to write a ñkudosò section for our 

Right to Life newsletter, I thought it would be a great 

opportunity not only to offer a word of thanksgiving to 

our officers who have worked so hard this year, but also 

to provide a quick glance as to what is in store for next 
year in light of this yearsô events. 

 
 I cannot begin without thanking our out-going presi-

dent, Mary Daly.  Her commitment to the pro-life cause, 

and how that ought to be expressed by Notre Dame stu-

dents, has been truly outstanding.  Maryôs dedication 

proved itself in concrete actions throughout the year: 
whether leading the weekly meetings, being in touch 

with each of the officers and commissioners about cur-

rent projects, or picking up the falling pieces of an 

event.  This dedication was evident especially in events 

surrounding the 2009 Commencement. Mary was one of 

the key leaders of ND Response, the student coalition 

formed to address the issue President Obamaôs presence 

at graduation in a respectful, prayerful, yet firm manner.  

As a graduating senior, I cannot but thank her for her 

work in Right to Life and ND Response.  Seeing as 

Chris Godfrey, founder of Life Athletes, honored Mary 
with the ñgame ballò at the ND Response rally on Com-

mencement Sunday, I figured I could honor her with a 

paragraph in Footprints. 

 
I would also like to thank each one of the groups and 

individuals that made up the ND Response Student Coa-

lition, of which ND Right to Life was a part.  It would 
be nearly impossible to name the countless people who 

were involved in ND Response. However, I thank them 

and congratulate them all the same for their time, en-

ergy, and prayers in support of ND Response. 

 
On a different note, I am happy to mention that several 

of our graduating pro-lifers will be bearing witness to 
life in a very concrete way.  Emily Toates, my fellow 

out-going co-Vice President is engaged to be married 

this summer.  Also, Nathan and Megan (Grebe) Loyd, 

two other class of ô09 graduates who coordinated chas-

tity and sexuality talks on campus got married the first 

weekend of May.  Despite wedding planning, Emily, 

along with her fiancé Jeff Tisak, and Nathan and Megan 

were very instrumental in all of the work of ND Re-

sponse, too! 

2008-2009  
Officers 

 
Mary Kate Daly  

mdaly4@nd.edu  

President 

 

Emily Toates 

etoates@alumni.nd.edu 

Vice-President 

 

Victor Saenz 

vsaenz1@alumni.nd.edu 

Vice-President 

 

Erik Miller   
emille12@nd.edu 

Secretary 

 

Juliana Thimmons 

jthimons@alumni.nd.edu 

Treasurer 
 

Nicole OôConnor 

noconno1@nd.edu 

Membership 

 

John Gerardi 

jgerardi@nd.edu 

Development 

 

Philip Little  

plittle1@nd.edu 

Webmaster 
 

Vu Nguyen 
vnguyen2@nd.edu 

Advertizing  

 

Raymond LeGrand 

rlegrand@nd.edu 

Communications 

 

Elizabeth Kirk  

Ekirk@nd.edu 
Faculty Advisor 
 

     ǃ  ǃ  ǃ 



Speaking of the Culture of Life, a special word of thanks 

and congratulations to Right to Lifeôs faculty advisor, Mrs. 

Elizabeth Kirk! Over the past year, Mrs. Kirk has dealt 

gracefully with Right to Life officers (emphatically includ-

ing yours truly) requesting approval and advice for every 
other move they make. However, more notably, Mrs. Kirk 

has recently adopted her second child, thus welcoming 

Benedict Joseph to join her first son, Will (also adopted), 

in the Kirk family.  Little Ben and Will were tremendously 

patient with the officers, so we thank them for that! 

 
Right to Life is all about helping women and children.  
This is one emphasis that the incoming president, rising 

senior John Gerardi, and I have discussed as we prepare 

for next year.  You can look forward to a year full of help-

ing women in crisis pregnancies, as John wants to make 

ñProject Mom,ò our now bi-annual baby showers for these 

women in need, a major focus for Right to Life next year.  

Congratulations to John on his election as president. 

 
Looking to next year, we have an all-star cast assembled to 

head Right to Life.  I will spare you the laundry list of 

names of those who will be officers and commissioners 

(the new officers are conveniently listed to the right). Re-

gardless, thanks to everyone who has volunteered to help 

ND-RTL and has made such a commitment to fight to up-

hold the sanctity of life! 

 
Finally I would like to offer a universal ñthanks!ò for the 

2008-2009 Leadership Committee.  If I were to try to re-

count all those great things this team has done, it seems to 

me there would be enough material to write a novel, an 

epic poem, or at least a phone book.  As I prepare to leave 

Notre Dame and I look back on the last four, I realize that 

you could not write a novel as good as the one we have 

lived so far. The challenges and the struggles are real, 

vivid and subtle, but so are the joys. Indeed, things are 
nowhere near perfect, but it is not all lostðit only gets 

better. 

 
Notre Dame, Our Mother, Pray for us! 

 
   Victor Saenz 

   Vice-President, 2008-2009 

   vsaenz1@alumni.nd.edu 

2009-2010 
Officers 

 
John Gerardi 

jgerardi@nd.edu 

President 

 
Mary Forr  

mforr@nd.edu 

Vice-President 

 
Nicole OôConnor 

noconno1@nd.edu 

Vice-President 

 
Erik Miller   
emille12@nd.edu 
Secretary 

 
Emily Bath 

nbath@nd.edu 

Development 

 
Kathryn Mayka  

kmayka@nd.edu 

Development 

 
John Walter 

jwalter@hcc-nd.edu 

Webmaster 

 
Deanna Abrash 
dabrash@nd.edu 

Advertizing  

 
Mike McHale 

mmchale1@nd.edu 

Communications 

 
Elizabeth Kirk  

Ekirk@nd.edu 

Faculty Advisor 
 

   ǃ  ǃ  ǃ 

Thanks for reading Footprints!  If you have any feedback regarding the newsletter, 

or know someone who would like to receive it, please email Erik Miller  at 

emille12@nd.edu .  Past issues can be found at www.nd.edu/~prolife/footprints .  



Notre Dame Right to Life 
314 LaFortune Student Center 
University of Notre Dame 
Notre Dame, IN 46556 

And our hearts forever...  

Love the Notre Dame 


