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April: A Pro-Life Rollercoaster

P> Pro-lifers win in court, lose abroad as students host
political speakers

Death— pointed out that votes to
restrict access to abortion are no
longer seen as politically dangerops,
Between politically pro-life since mosAmericans disapprove ¢
speakers on campus and important most abortions. Finallyie
votes on life issues in both Congressapplauded the incremental but
and the Supreme Couktpril was an effective legislation which states
extraordinary month for the pro-life have passed to reduce the abortign
movement, for better and for worse. rate, which continues to decline.
Ramesh Ponnuru and Daniel Just a few days lateas part of
McConchie both came to Notre
Dame to speak on pro-life politics
Thanks to Notre Dame Law
Schools student pro-life group,
JusVitae, Ponnuru visited campus
onApril 12 to speak on “A
Democratic Congress and the
Future of Life Issues iAmerica.”
The senior editor of the
conservative political magazine
National Reviewecalled how
the Democratic Party was once
the more pro-life partyDuring
the 1970s the party leadership Notre Dame Right to Life’
embraced social liberals, however Collegiate Conference, Daniel
and as long as the percentage of McConchie gave a lecture on “Thg
Americans identifying themselves asDayAfter Roe” Of all the many
pro-choice steadily increased (until outstanding pro-life talks given thg
the mid-Nineties) the pro-abortion weekend oApril 13-14, his dealt
strategy appeared to be the primarily with abortion politics, bo
advantageous one. past and present. Following a
No longerPonnuru —alsothe detailed history of the history of thg
author of the case against the pro-
choice establishmenthe Party of CoNTINUED ON PaGE 3

By Tim Wymore
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The Supreme Cout recently upheld
the Partial Bir th Abortion Ban
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From the President... g

At last we have come to the endstudents to come
of other year...another year that hasogetherand share
been phenomenally successful! It a meal and
would take me more than the small fellowship.
space allotted me in this newsletter
to sing the praises of everyosé&ard I'd also like to congratulate
work! This year we have been all the graduating seniors in the
successful in living up to all points  ¢lub, particularly our co-vice
of our mission: education, prayer ~ Presidents Jessica Pryor and Jo
service, and communityVhile Sikorski (who will return as a
most of our most glowing grad student), March for Life
achievements have been praised in Commissioner Monica
other articles, I'd like to pointout ~ Querciagrossa, Legislative

some of our unsung heroes: Commissionefim\Wymore,
Project Mom Commissioner Julia

Jessica Hagemann and the Jenkins, Prolife Presentation
Pregnancy Resource committee — Commissioner Melissay@n, and
they successfully ganized several Club Liaison Daniell@hompson
nights of free babysitting for the (who will be returning to intern
married graduate students at with Campus Ministry!).You all
UniversityVillage. Because of their have been amazing and on behalf
help, the grad students were able toof the club, | wish you all the
beginTheology of the Body sessionshest!

which, as the report has it, 30

couples were able to attend. Lastly, I'd like to thank all of
our donors who have made the

DanielleThompson, Club Liaison  events of this year possible.
and | helped negotiate the co- Without your help many of the
sponsorship of a couple events withevents would not be able to
several other studentgamizations. happen as they do.

Such events help raise the profile of

Right to Life on campus while Looking forward to the fall, |
ensuring that these events fall withirffant wait to begin another year

our mission and the Catholic with Right to Life! We have an
tradition of our University amazing leadership team that is

already stepping up to the task,
DavidVarga and Rebecca Jakubisinand already proving that next
our Campus Outreach year will be even better!
Commissioners successfully
organizedlheology of the Body May you all have a
discussion dinners every week this wonderful, relaxing summgand
semesteiThese dinners allowed may God be with always.

Mary Liz Walter
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[c =oupce 1 ] Cont: Pro-life Political Update

Supreme Courg’abortion ruling referring to “killing,” the the capital city to obtain their
decisions, he discussed the need fébaby,” and the regret of the mother abortions. FiThomas Euteneuer
more strict interpreters of the who undegoes a euphemized the founder of Human Life
Constitution on the Supreme Court@bortion, the legal establishment  International and another speake
and how most states would still  itself may even seta precedent for at the recent Collegiate
permit abortion even Roe v thinking truthfully about the real  Conference, predicted during his
Wadewere overturned. He was  interests of mother and chiMlhile  lecture that many other Latin-
hopeful, but not sure, that the the number of lives saved today is  American countries would follow
Supreme Court would uphold the relatively small, the ruling may well Mexico’s lead if and when it
federal ban on partial-birth prove far more valuable for its loosened its protections. Hopeful
abortion. willingness to view abortion as he will be proven wronghs a
These hopes were realized on something harmful. If future justicesdeputy of Mexiccs National
April 18 when the highest courtin consider it harmful, they will Action Party said so well, “A
the land issued its ruling that probably be amenable to poking  country that accepts abortion is
upheld the constitutionality of the more substantial holes inthe so-  not teaching its people how to
ban on a class of particularly grislycalled right to abortion. love. Itis teaching its citizens ho
late-term abortions that borderon ~ While the extremely weak to use violence to obtain what th@y
infanticide. The 5-4 decision, protections of life in the womb have want.”
authored by Justice Kennedyled thus been strengthened somewhatin  American lawwhile shifting
that the prohibition of partial-birth the United &ates, the heretofore  ever so slightly to the pro-life side,
killing of children does not pose anstrong protections of two nevertheless threatens to open
undue burden to women seeking traditionally Catholic countries itself to a wide variety of new
abortionThe state maintains an  disintegrated over the course of a  kinds of violence against life.
interest in protecting life where the few weeks last month. Gkpril 10,  Destructive embryonic stem cell
undue burden standard does not the president of Portugal signed intoresearch has again been passediby
apply and, more particularlin law a statute allowing abortion on  the House and now the Senate;
drawing a bright line between demand up to the tenth week of  while President Bush will be abl
abortion and infanticide. pregnancyNow in Europe only two to veto it, it is only the stroke of @
The ruling marks the first time large European nations maintain  pen that stands between the life
a prohibition of awhole class of ~ substantial legal protections of life, and death of these youngest
abortion has been uphekhough  Ireland and Poland, and pro-life  among us. Meanwhile, new thredts
the ban could save as many as  Polish politicians recently losta  arise in the form of health care
several thousand lives, since that idattle to enshrine the right to life in rationing; many typically pro-life
the estimated number of partial- ~ their constitution. politicians have failed to
birth abortions performed annually ~ Even more damaging to the understand that the regulated
in the United Sates, many of these cause of life was Mexico City’ distribution of health care often
young lives may be lost to other  legislators’ overwhelming vote two  results in the withholding of the

methods of abortion ti8, the weeks later to legalize abortion on pest life-saving drugs.
federal law will make the crucial demand in the first three months of

difference for life in the decisions pregnancyWwomen from throughout
of many motherdAnd with the Mexico will now be able to travel to
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RTL Co-sponsors Forty Hours Devotion
P> Initiated by St. Philip Neri, devotion comes to Morrissey’s Little

Flower Chapel

By Will Erickson

As campus prepared tiipril
to honor Our Lord in its third
annual Euchatristic Procession,

night until the morning of the
Sunday of the Processidpril 22.

the ground overnight (mostly
thanks to the Masonic members ¢

In addition to sponsoring one of the the Know-Nothing Party).

bouquets surrounding the altar of
exposition, Right to Life members
also congregated in front of their

UnderstandablyBishop Neumann
feared that forty hours of
exposition might simply be an

several students also began
working hard to provide the
faithful on campus with the best
way of preparing for the grand
day—that s, by a Forty Hours
Devotion.

Initiated
in Rome by
<. Philip
Neri, and
championed
in America
three
centuries
later by the
tireless &

John
Neumann, Morrissey Manor’s Little

Lord on Friday night to pray the invitation for the mobs to
Sorrowful Mysteries foranendto desecrate the Blessed Sacrament.
abortion. But many hours of prayer and on
Itis interesting to remember the small miracle lateithe zealous
circumstances under which the two Bishop was reassured that the
Saints Forty Hours was indeed Our
mentioned above Lord’sWill and that He would not
were calledto  allow His Body to be profaned. S¢
single-handedly despite continued opposition, eve
bring the Forty ~ from among his own clgy,
Hours Devotion Bishop Neumann pressed ahead
to their flocks.  organizing and presiding over the
Both men felt Devotion all throughout the
that the time was parishes in his diocesgne
ripe for the faithful flocked to adore their
Devotion, Lord, the threat of desecration
despite—or passed without fulfillment, and a
the Forty Flower Chapel perhap$ecause year after the establishment of the
Hours is a much beloved devotion of—avirulent  Forty Hours, oddly enough (but
to the Blessed Sacrament. Our  hostility toward the Faith intheir  not really), the Know-Nothing
Lord, in the Eucharist, remains  diocesesThe Rome of & Philip Party collapsed in the north.
exposed in the monstrance for ~ Neri's day was plagued by We look around today and se
forty consecutive hours for usto  complacencythe Reformation, the  that things aremthat diferent Al
visit, praise, beseech, and adore. fécent sacking at the hands of around us, Our Lord and His
This yeats Devotion, the first of  Charlesv, and worst of all, Church are derided, abortion is
many more to come, wasgaly ~ COrruption within the hierarchy (r)]f legal and lookeduponasa
planned and granized by the men the Church herselfs for mid-19 cherished right, and human life is
of Morrissey Manor and their centuryAmerica, particularly & desecrated without a second
rector FrRonVierling, and took ~ J0hn Neumans'diocese of thought. Just asSPhilip’s and &
place in Morrisseyg own Little Philadelphia, anti-Catholic Johns times cried desperately for
Flower Chapel. Right to Life sentiment was so prevalentand  renewed devotion to the Most
happily co-sponsored the Forty ~heated that parish windows were  Blessed Sacrament, so too does
Hours, which ran from Friday ~ frequently pelted with rocks during our day and age.
Mass, and churches were burned to
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Committee Update: Pro-Life Presentations

P> Presentations focuse on abortion issue; also addresses other life issues

Greetings from the Pro-Life ~ dramatic increase in child abuse in

Prefentati_on Committee! FOrmer'iﬁ:}?gﬁ;&g&ﬁ?ﬂgﬁ“%Tézgt?ctshe presentation, but believing in the
e Ab_OI’tIOI,‘,I Pre_ser!tatlon about its revalen'ce angd revealin i{'mportance of education about
Committee,” we instituted a name p 9 Tother life issues, we manage to

change and now squeeze them in! Basic
include other information is given regarding

importantlifeissues e emphasize that the pro-lifend-of-iife issues and stem cel

in our presentations, _ . . research, and common pro-
whichare geared  POSItION IS rooted in the supreme " aguments are pregemed

};V;ggf ;nn'gﬂzh and immutable dignity and value ofand dispelled. In arather
” dramatic claim for a pro-life
school youth. the human person... group, we assert that we are
We spent last NOT against stem cell researc
semester and a good — only that which destroys huma

part of this one creating a as the number one cause of death Nt We describe the many cures

presentation about abortion, stem America, kiling more than heart 0.4 by adult stem cells and
cell research, and end-of life disease and cancer combirié.
issues, such as euthanasiaand  tell the story of its legalizationand | ¢ -\ res and utter laborator
assisted suicidsVe then gave then give some common pro-choice ¢, .. of embryonic stem cells.
presentations at the annual Right Discussing each of
to Llfc_e youth rally aqd ata s T " s theseissues, we
meeting of t_he Koscu_Jsko County " iM% A ' ' emphasize that the pro
TeensforLife groupiVarsaw = 5 : life position is rooted in
Indiana. _ _ _ . : | gy S W the supreme and

_Our pres_entatlon begins with - - | : - ™ immutable dignity and
an introduction to fetal ik fovg, 1 value of the human
d_evelo_pment and necessary _ . person, regardless of
blologlcal fom_JndatlonsWe then v stage or condition of
describe various early- and late- ; T life. Desiring to spread
_term a_bortlon p_rocgdures, . _ j LA this message and
mclut_jlng abortlfaqents such as | '\ || B educate young people
the b|_rth control plIIAft_er i about life issues, the
describing what abortion does to The Pro-Life PresentationTeam major goal for the
t_he unborn bab_yve discuss the . . committee in the
risks and negative fefcts of arguments and rebuttals in a kind of
abortion on the mothers, both ~ introduction to pro-life philosophy
physical and psychologicale and the abortion debate.
then consider the Iger societal The discussion of abortion
effects of abortion, suchasthe ~ comprises most of our

approximately one-hour

contrast these with the complete

coming year is to give more
presentations, as many as the
schedules of committee member
will permit!
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Lecture Review: Katrina Zeno Inspiring
P> “Theology of the Body” expert delivers excellent talk at Conference

By Will Erickson body eveals God. . for the sake afinity
Katrina first broke down Pope « through the sincemift of
We can never properly respectjohn paug “Theology of the Body” self

human life without first , starting as the Pope did with the This gift of self—the highest

recognizing thaugnature of the “words of Our Lord concerning call for all of us, present in every

human body and its exalted role ifnarriage. She then guided her  true vocation—was Katrinachief

God's plan. Living inaculture  gydience through the message througho

loath to view the body as anythingpgpes \explanation of the evening, one

buta mundane composite of humanity as male and which she repeated
chemicalsyweknow we can look female. from the often. (“...Man

to our Mother andeacher the innocence and who is the only

Churchin prder to findtheone  gglflessness before the : | creature on earth
true meaning behind thg human Fall. to the lust and g which God willed
body, at every stage of life. selfishness introduced for itself, cannot
Decades agonqwhilethe 1y original sin, and fully find himself
culture of death_was beginning a finally to the end of except though a
growth spurt of its own, none time when our human sincee gift of
other than Pope John Paul I bodies will be himself” Gaudium
fought to counter its lies with the a5rrected and et Spesn.24 9
eternarrrut_h as taught by the glorified. Throughout Finally, covering
Church; this is the message that s progression, she especially  encyclicals such &vangelium
was brought to life so wondertully highlighted the goodness of the bpdyjtae andRedemptor Hominis,
during the conference b_y C_athollcitS purpose and our obligationto  Katrina summarized Pope John
spokeswoman extraordinaire,  f,ifil| that purpose, our roles as menpauls diagnoses of this cultuge’
Katrina zeno. and women created in Gadinage, malaise and reiterated his

A mother speakeEWTN and the importance of human exhortations to stand up for God,
personalityauthorand prolific  re[ationships. for His Church, for chastifand
freelance writer W|th_ adegreein Best encapsulating this truth of for human life.
the_olog)_/ from Franmspan the human person was Katriga’ The conference crowd was
University of Jeubenville, four-part summarythe catch phrase visibly both entertained by
Katrina provided conference ¢ the night, complete with Katrina’s talk, and i& no surprise;
attendees with a lively explanation,ccompanying hand motions (whichit was a wonderful conclusion to
of Pope John Paslinsights in her according to undercovenotprints  the opening day of the conference
talk entitled “Theology of the reporters, several Right to Lifers  a passionate and comprehensive
Body ancEvangelium itae.” have purportedly since been seen summary of Pope John PaNast
Animatting her message with  ysing as some sort of secret legacy in all matters pro-life. . He
PowerP0|_nt, personalimnd even handshake): that is, that God creategersonality and unabashed love f
some ch0|c_e props, she man and woman from ... the Church were certainly
continually insisted uponthe core |,  ynenature welcome at this yezs Collegiate

of the Churcls teaching on the . embodied ifwoways Conference.
human body; namelyhatthe

Katrina Zeno:
Collegiate Confeence
Lecturer
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On-Campus Youth Rally a Success

P> Event at Stepan Center attracks “the future” of pro-life movement

On March 4, 2007 we held

our 3rd annual youth rally
Drawing more people than last

year it boasted speakers from
Rock for Life (ErikWhittington,
Phil Eddy and Joey Kerlin), and
Annie Casselman of Generations
for Life in Chicago. The day
started with games that, among
other things, had the teens
running around t8pan Center
and attempting to sit down while
other teens tried to keep them up
The rally was baseball themed
and aptly named ‘t8p Up to the _
Plate”; its message for the youth by the 4:7 pand
was to not fear stepping up to theand a pro-life

immortality and culture of death androsary It was a successful rally and
proclaim the dignity of life and of  will hopefully only grow and attragt
the body—to be John Pauldigreat more youth in the coming years.
hope for the new evangelization.

There were two
parts to the day—
chastity and pro-
life issues—and
students from the
club presented for
both parts. Rally
day concluded with
Mass in Zahm
Hall, with music

Annie Casselman withyouth Rally attendees

Collegiate Conference an Overwhelming Success

P> 2nd annual event hosts nationally acclaimed speakers

By John Sikorski Theology of the Boglyo a history of the spiritual battle between the

OnApriI 13-14, Right to Life the euthanasia movemeitthe culture of life and the culture of
hosted the@annual Collegiate ~ €Ventwas a great success, and for igeath.
ConferenceThe conference efforts, Notre Dame Right to Life

brought together students from ~ Was awarded the “Special Interest
Notre Dame, as well as from five Division Club Program of théear”
other universities and colleges ~ award from the Notre Dameglent
from across the MidwesThis Activities Office.

years theme was the second
chapter oEvangelium Wae, I
came that they might have life.”

Katrina Zeno spoke over
dinner in North Dining Hall on
John Paul 1B revolutionary
teachings in th&@heology of the
Body, and its relation to the

Rev. Tom Euteneuer (a ND Gospel of Life. In particulashe
alumnus) and president of Human showed how John Paulsl’

Life International opened the theological anthropology based ¢

Nationally acclaimed speakersconference with an informative and the call to communion with God i
participated in the event, and encouraging lecture on the Catholicthe basis for developing an
shared their insights on topics ~ Churchs teaching on contraception
ranging from Pope John Pausi’  nd helped remind participants of CONTINUED ON Pace 8
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Our Mission Satement:
The Note Dame Right to
Life’s mission is to mr
mote and uphold the
sanctity of all human life
from conception to natu-
ral death though educa-
tion, sewice, and prayer
accoding to the teach-
ings of the Roman Catha
lic Church.

Education: W& are prima-
rily called to instruct and
communicate the prlife
message on the campus
of Note Dame. Our
secondary mission is to
proclaim the Gospel of
Life beyond the campus
of Notre Dame, by means
of outeach, sponsoring
educational events, and
by example.,

Service: Charity calls us
to reach out and suppbr
our peers, especially
those women who find
themselves in crisis
pregnancies. &/will

work to service the needg
of ND students in this
manner

Prayer: We will hold
steadfast to prayethe
most powerful means of
bringing about change.

( CONTINUED ON PaGE 8

)

Cont: Conference

adequate understanding of the
human vocation.

Saturday morning began with
Holy Mass celebrated by .FAdfred
Wierzbicki, a special guest to
campus, and director of the John
Paul Il Institute at
the Catholic
University of
Lublin, Poland.
He gave a
beautiful homily
in the spirit of
John Paul Il, and
preached about
seeing God at
work in the
beauty of all of

creation. Conference

The days lectures began with
Dr. Jose Bufill, an oncologist
working in South Bend, IN. He
gave a historical overview of the
philosophical and cultural
undercurrents that led to the
development of the euthanasia
movement.

Fr. Tom Eutenuerlectures at
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which coincided well with the
recent Supreme Court decision t
uphold the Partial BirtAbortion
Ban. The evening lectures
closed with Deirdre McQuade,
Spokeswoman and Director of
Planning and Information for the
Pro-Life Secretariat of the Unitec
States Conference of Catholic
Bishops. She spoke of the beaufy
of living a Catholic, pro-life
vocation, which
is marked by joy
and love.

The
conference ende
with a special
event, a
screening of the
movie “Bella,”
which will be
released in
theatersin
August 2007.The movie is a
beautiful and very artistic film
about the beauty of choosing life
Notre Dame Right to Life is
grateful for this opportunity to
preview the film, and highly
recommends that all who are pro
life see and promote the movie.

We are grateful to all of our

The day continued with lectures panafactors and supporters for

by Kristan Hawkins, Daniel

helping us to host this conference.

McConchie, and Deirdre McQuade. oq gne of the natiog’lagest

Ms. Hawkins, a representative of
Students for Life oAmerica, gave
many practical points for helping
maintain pro-life clubs at the
collegiate level. MriMcConchie,
fromAmericans United for Life,
spoke on abortion law gkmerica,

collegiate pro-life clubs, we are
called in a particular way to help
our brothers and sisters in other
universities develop their own prg
life activities, so that we might all
contribute to the building of a
civilization of life and love.




