New Coal Debate
 “Wolverine Power Cooperative has proposed building the [clean coal] plant in Rogers City…. Neither Michigan nor the federal government regulate carbon dioxide emissions from power plants.

…But pressure is building on Gov. Jennifer Granholm to step in before environmental regulators in her administration issue permits for the state's first big coal plants in decades.”  -AP 01/07/09
We will have a class debate concerning this issue on March 17, 2009. 
The class will be split into four groups 
Group 1 represents the group proposing to build a new clean coal power plant.  You must convince the state regulators to approve your proposal. 
Group 2 represents the group of concerned individuals opposed to the plant’s approval.
Group 3 represents local business owners.  Among other things, you want to keep electricity costs low and operate in a prosperous community (workforce and sales).
Group 4 represents experts on alternative energy options.  Among other things, you should know what practical options are available, and how they compare in capacity and cost to clean coal.
Remember (for groups 1-4): Some of the best arguments are made by addressing issues you know will be brought up by your opposition.

Group 5 will represent the state regulatory board.  You must keep an open mind when listening to the groups.  You need to balance the need to create jobs and provide affordable energy with the desire to be environmentally considerate.  You should be familiar with the topics above so you can discern the credibility of comments made and ask appropriate questions.
Proposal details can be found here. http://www.wolverinecleanenergy.com/ Follow the link to view permit documents also.
Groups will come with prepared arguments and be given ~10 minutes to collect and organize them into presentable form. Each group will receive ~5 minutes to present their case to the state regulatory board, who will ask questions.  Each group will then receive ~2 minutes for rebuttal if desired. The state regulatory board will then prepare a statement concerning their decision.
Groups 1-4 will be judged by the state regulators based upon the following criteria:

1. Clarity of arguments

2. Accuracy of arguments
3. Completeness of argument

4. Overall effectiveness of arguments
http://www.mlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2009/01/granholm_facing_pressure_to_st.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/15/business/15coal.html?_r=1&emc=eta1
http://www.eia.doe.gov/
http://www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/electricity/st_profiles/e_profiles_sum.html
http://archives.chicagotribune.com/2009/feb/03/business/chi-ap-mi-stateofstate-anal
