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A Message from the Director 

 

We are deeply appreciative of your choice of Dublin as your ND international 

study programme, and we aim to ensure that your experience here with us 

vindicates that choice. We at O'Connell House are delighted to have you with us, 

and please be assured that we will do everything in our power to ensure that your 

stay here is happy, productive and fulfilling for you on every possible level- 

personal, academic, social, and cultural. 

 

Let me state two things.  First, you will get out of this program exactly what you 

put into it.  Your willingness to immerse yourself, to talk with people, to do things 

will greatly enhance your experience here.  Secondly, you will find that your time 

here passes very quickly: it is important to hit the ground running, and to be active 

from day one.  Dublin is a great city for young people; Ireland is a friendly and 

interesting country; UCD and TCD are two fine universities, and O'Connell House 

is here to support, advise, and smooth your way. 

 

Thanks to the tremendous support of the University of Notre Dame, this 

programme is well set up to provide a quality international experience.  All we 

need is what you will bring, enthusiasm, curiosity, energy, and a willingness to 

stretch yourself.  This is not our programme - it is yours.  Please enjoy it. 

 

 

Kevin Whelan 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

O'CONNELL HOUSE  

The Keough Naughton Notre Dame Centre is situated in the house in which the famous 

early nineteenth century Irish Catholic political leader, Daniel O'Connell, lived most of 

his life.  Called 'The Liberator', he was a leader in the battle for Catholic Emancipation 

and instrumental in the 1829 law, which allowed Irish Catholics to sit in Parliament and 

hold high office. 

 

O'Connell House is a late eighteenth century building on Merrion Square, the most 

elegant Georgian square in central Dublin.  It is a four story red brick building with fine, 

light-filled rooms.  Purchased by Notre Dame in 2002 and opened in 2004, it houses 

reception rooms, offices, classrooms, a computer room, a coffee room, a library, a chapel 

and two apartments in the basement.  The House is open Monday to Friday, 9am - 5pm. 

 

MAIL and PACKAGES  

While each student does receive an individual dormitory address, it is highly 

recommended that ALL letters and packages mailed to students during their stay in 

Dublin be addressed directly to O'Connell House: 

 

Keough Naughton Notre Dame Centre 

O'Connell House 

58 Merrion Square South 

Dublin 2 

Ireland 

 

T: 011 353 1 611 0611 

F: 011 353 1 611 0606 

 

 

 
 

Daniel O'Connell on O'Connell Street 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
KEOUGH NAUGHTON  NOTRE DAME CENTRE STAFF  
 
Kevin Whelan: Michael J. Smurfit Director   
Kevin was named the inaugural Smurfit Director of the Keough Notre Dame Centre in 
Ireland in 1998. A native of Wexford, Kevin has been a visiting professor at New York 
University, Boston College, and Concordia University (Montreal). He has lectured in 
over a dozen countries, and at the Sorbonne, Cambridge, Oxford, Torino, Berkeley, Yale 
and Louvain. He has published sixteen books and almost 100 articles on Irelandõs 
history, geography, and  culture.  Among these are The Tree of Liberty (1996), the Atlas of 
the Irish Rural Landscape (1997) and the forthcoming The Green Atlantic.   
Email: whelan.12@nd.edu 
Work:  011 353 1 611 0555 
Home: 011 353 1 454 2854 

 
Lisa Caulfield: Financial Controller and Building Manager  
Originally from Toronto, Lisa completed an MA in English Literature at NUI Maynooth 

in 2003. She joined the Keough Naughton Notre Dame Centre in 2005 and is responsible 

for all budgetary transactions. In 2006, Lisa was also assigned the position of Building 

Manager for the OôConnell House. 
Email: lcaulfie@nd.edu 
Work:  011 353 1 611 0558 

 
 
Joseph Stranix: On-Site Programme Co-ordinator  
We welcome Joe as our new programme co-ordinator beginning Fall 2009. Joe graduated 

from ND in May 2009 with a major in history. He was one of the student office workers 

in the Office of International Studies and helped prepare the UCD Sp09, F09 and TCD 

09-10 groups. Joe was a participant of the Trinity 07-08 group and very familiar with 

Dublin and the Irish Universities. The Keough- Naughton Notre Dame Centre welcomes 

Joe back as a colleague. 
Email: jstranix@nd.edu 
Work: 011 353 1 611 0556 
Mobile: 011 353 86 819 6234 

 
 

Eimear Clowry: Senior Administrator:  

Eimear comes from County Carlow in Ireland and joined OôConnell House in Sept. ô08.  

Her role includes the coordination of the Annual Madden Rooney Irish Seminar and 

Keough Summer Internship Programme.  She graduated from Dublin City University in 

2005 with a B.A.  in Communication studies and is currently studying part-time towards 

and MA in Management- Community and Voluntary Services.  She has spent time 

working at University College Dublin and Massey University, New Zealand. 

Email: eclowry@nd.edu 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

ON ND CAMPUS:   

 
Peggy Weber 

Assistant Director, Office of International Studies 

Dublin Program 

152 Hurley Building 

University of Notre Dame 

Email: mweber@nd.edu 

Work: 574 631-2757 

 

 

Sheila Hughes 

University Health Services-Travel Nurse 

147 St. Liam Hall 

University of Notre Dame 

Email: shughes@nd.edu 

 

 

Wendy Settle 

Staff Psychologist, University Counseling Center 

Email: Settle.1@nd.edu 

 

Tina Keller  

Anthony Travel-travel agent 

Email: tinakeller@anthonytravel.com 

 

 

FACULTY IN RESIDENCE  
 
Seamus Deane, Professor of English and Donald and Marilyn Keough Professor of Irish 
Studies, is a member of the Royal Irish Academy, a founding director of the Field Day 
Theatre Company, the general editor of the Penguin Joyce, and the author of A Short 
History of Irish Literature, Celtic Revivals, The French Revolution and Enlightenment in 
England, and Strange Country. Deane also edited the monumental Field Day Anthology of 
Irish Writing in three volumes, and has published four books of poetry and a novel, 
Reading in the Dark, which has been translated into over twenty languages 
 

 

ADJUNCT FACULTY  
 
Daire Keogh is a lecturer in history in St. Patrickõs College, Dublin City University. He 
has degrees from University College Dublin, the Gregorian University Rome, and 
Trinity College Dublin. He is author of The French Disease, Edmund Rice 1762-1844, and 
1798: an Illustrated History. He has edited volumes dealing with popular politics, 
radicalism and religion in Ireland, including A History of the Diocese of Dublin and most 
recently, Christianity in Ireland. 
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Dermot Moran  is Professor of Philosophy at University College Dublin and a Member 
of the Royal Irish Academy. A graduate of University College Dublin and Yale, he has 
has held visiting professorships at Yale, Connecticut College, Rice University and 
Northwestern University. His monographs include The Philosophy of John Scottus 
Eriugena, Introduction to Phenomenology, recently translated into Chinese, and Edmund 
Husserl: Founder of Phenomenology. He is co-editor of Eriugena, Berkeley and the Idealist 
Tradition. 
 

IRELAND - THE ISLAND    
 
Ireland is situated in the extreme northwest of Europe, with the Atlantic Ocean to the 
West and the Irish Sea to the east, separating Ireland from Britain. Irelandõs current 
population is four million with another 1.5 million in Northern Ireland. The Irish Free 
State was formed in 1921, the Republic of Ireland was then established in 1948, and 
Ireland formally joined the European Union in 1973. Article 8 of the Constitution makes 
Irish the first official language of the State. The national flag is a tricolour of green, 
whi te, and orange. The euro is the national currency. 
 
Ireland is a parliamentary democracy.  There are two houses of the Oireachtas (National 
Parliament). The Dáil (House of Representatives) has 166 members and Seanad Éireann 
(the Senate) has 60 members.  The head of Government is the Taoiseach (Prime Minister) 
while the Tánaiste is the Deputy Prime Minister. The president is the honorary Head of 
State. The current President is Mary McAleese, and the current Taoiseach is Brian 
Cowan. The main political partie s are Fianna Fail, Fine Gael, Labour, Progressive 
Democrats and Sinn Féin. 

 
THE CITY OF DUBLIN  
 

   Dublin is the capital of Ireland, and is home to 1.2 million people within its greater   
   metropolitan  area. It is located on the east coast, with a harbour opening to the Irish Sea,  
   that separates Ireland from Britain. Half the population of Dublin is under the age of 30,  
   so it is one of Europeõs youngest capital cities. The city is bisected from east to west by  
   the River Liffey and is serviced by public bus transportation (Dublin Bus), light rail  
   (LUAS) and the DART (Dublin A rea Rapid Transport), which hugs the coastline and  
   circles the bay. 

 
Early settlements in Dublin began their tra nsformation into a city with the arrival of a 
Viking fleet in 837 AD. The Vikings constructed a fortress, which they called Dubh Linn, 
which means ôblack poolõ. The city expanded slowly in the medieval period, but 
experienced huge growth in the eighteenth century. Much of the splendid architecture of 
the city dates from this ôGeorgianõ period. 

 
Today Dublin is a rapidly -growing city, which boasts a strong presence of IT, financial 
services and other state-of-the-art industry. With the help of the young population and 
strong tourism, the nightlife is lively. A nationwide ban on smoking in pubs was  
introduced in 2004. Two of Europeõs top institutions of higher education, Trinity College 
Dublin and University College Dublin, are located in the city. The city is also home to a 
particularly strong cultural sector, including theatre, music, art, sport a nd film.  Dublin 



 

 

 

 

has been famous for centuries as a literary capital. Among its writers are Jonathan Swift, 
Oscar Wilde, W.B. Yeats, James Joyce and Seamus Heaney.  

 
IRELAND COUNCIL  
 

Notre Dame maintains advisory councils for its principal academic compone nts to 
advance their development in the broadest context. Council members participate in that 
development in several ways. Through attendance at meetings, they acquire an 
understanding of the philosophy, plans, and priorities of the University. They in tur n, as 
members of NDõs official family, share this understanding with others, serving as 
representatives of the University in their respective business and professional 
communities.  
 

 

 

 
Ireland Council Members  

 
Co- Chair: Donald Keough and Martin Naughton  

 
Kathleen Andrews   Andrew McKenna   Shirley W. Ryan   
Brian Clingen   Martin Naughton   Rev. Timothy Scully, CSC 
Robert Conway  Bridget OõBrien  Michael Smurfit  
John Dooner   Thomas OõConnell  Robert Sullivan, Jr. 
Donald Keough   Niall OõDowd   Richard Sweetman 
Michael Keough  Jane Pfeiffer   John Tynan 
Peter Lawson   J. Christopher Reyes  Robert Welsh 
John Madden   Phillip Rooney     
 

 
Donald Keough is chairman of the board of Allen &  Company Incorporated, a New 
York investment banking firm. He was elected president, chief operating officer and a 
director of the Coca-Cola Company in 1981. Mr. Keough retired in 1993 and he was then 
appointed advisor to the board. Mr. Keough currently se rves on the boards of H.J. Heinz 



 

 

 

 

Company, The Washington Post Company, USA Networks, and McDonaldõs Corporation.  
He is past chairman of the Universityõs Board of Trustees and is a trustee of several other 
educational, charitable and civic organisations. He received NDõs Laetare Medal in May 
1993. In 1998, the Keough Notre Dame Centre was endowed by Mr. Keough, and this 
centre, in addition to the Keough Institute for Irish Studies, are named in his honour.  
 
Martin Naughton , an Irish businessman and Notre Dame trustee, is a founding member 
and co-chair of the Universityõs Ireland Council. He has played a pivotal role in helping 
Notre Dame to become the pre-eminent American University based in Ireland. Born in 
Dublin, Mr. Nau ghton studied mechanical and production engineering at Southampton 
in England, qualifying as an engineer in 1961. In 1973, he founded Glen Electric, now the 
Glen Dimplex Group ð one of the worldõs major manufacturers of domestic appliances. 
The company, still family -owned today, has grown from a staff of seven in 1973 to more 
than 8,500 people in 29 manufacturing facilities worldwide, with annual sales of û2 
billion. Despite its global reach, Glen Dimplex remains an Irish company, headquartered 
in Co. Louth , Ireland. It has factories in Ireland, California, Michigan, Canada, England, 
France, Germany, Holland, Norway, New Zealand and a joint venture in China.  
 

 

 
 
ACADEMIC PROGRAMME INFORMATION  
 
KEOUGH NAUGHTON NOTRE DAME CENTRE   09-10 
Each of these courses will be offered on a weekday evening for two hours . 
Semester students will take two courses only.  One of which is òIntroduction to Irelandó 
Trinity  year long students may take 1-4 courses at the Centre, 1-2 in the fall and up to 2 in the 
spring. 
UCD year long students may take 4 courses during their time of study and with special 
permission may take 3 in the fall and only 1 in the spring. 

 
HIST 34430, SOC 34123, ANTH 34320, IRST 24208, An Introduction to Ireland 
(Kevin Whelan) 3 credits; Mondays 6-8pm. (Fall and Spring) 
University history requirement. University social science requirement, A&L second behavioral 
science requirement 
This course explores the evolution of Irish culture from the eighteenth century to the 
contemporary period.  It assumes no prior knowledge of the country and aims to give 
students a foundational understanding of the cultural inheritance of the island. Whil e 
organized in broadly chronological terms, it will also examine crucial thematic concerns -
landscape, history, languages, economy, society, politics and government, literature, 
music, sport. This course is offered in both the Fall and Spring. 

 
PHIL 34333 Irish Philosophy (Dermot Moran) 3 credits, Tuesdays 6-8pm. 
University second philosophy requirement. (Fall only)  
This course will introduce central philosophical themes by tracing the history of 
philosophy in Ireland from the early medieval period right thr ough to the middle of the 
twentieth century. This course is offered in the Fall.  
 

 



 

 

 

 

THEO 24202 Catholic and Irish: Faith and Culture in an Irish Context  
(Daire Keogh) 3 credits, Tuesdays 6-8pm.  (Spring only)  
University second theology requirement. 
This course aims to examine the ôpersonalityõ of Irish Catholicism within the context of 
the universal development of Christian theology and practice.  Much of what has been 
written about the history of the Irish church stresses the notion of difference, and the 
extent to which Irish belief and practice was out of step with contemporary orthodoxy.  
This course aims to introduce the context in which the conversion of Ireland occurred, 
and how circumstances combined to give Irish Christianity its particular c haracter.  It 
will afford students an opportunity to reflect on the dynamic development of doctrine 
and practice in the Church from the initial age of conversion, in the era of Trent (1545-63) 
and the Second Vatican Council (1962-65) and its aftermath.  This course is offered in the 
Spring only.  

 
 

ENGL 44519 Irish Literature  3 credits; Wednesdays 6-8pm. 
University Literature requirement.  (Spring only)  
The aim of the course is to offer an introduction to some of the best-known Irish literary 
masterpieces of the last 200 years. These include Bram Stoker's Dracula, Joyce's Dubliners, 
Synge's Playboy of the Western World, and Beckett's Waiting for Godot. The course also 
looks at the poetry of Yeats and Heaney. This course is offered in the Spring semester 
only.  
 

TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN  
TCD was founded in 1592. The city centre campus occupies 47 acres.  
Trinity has 1,800 staff members and 15,000 students.   
Of its 14,750 students: 

 88% Irish 

 7% European (EU) 

 3% North American  

 2% other parts of the world  

 40% male and 60% female 

 
WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN FIRST ATTENDING TCD               
 
First of all, relax and donõt stress.  Class selection process is totally 
flexible and completely confusing. It is the furthest thing from DART 
you could ever imagine.  Each department is different regarding how 
you have to get into classes, but everything is eventually sorted out in a 
satisfactory manner.   
 
EVERY TRINITY STUDENT IS REQUIRED TO TAKE 40-50 units at TCD ; 2-4 courses 
at Keough Naughton Centre ( Usually 2 for the first semester and 1 the second  
semester); 2 TCD units equal approximately 1 ND credit.  ND students studying at 
Trinity must take at least 15 ND credits.  
 
You will most likely register in second and third year courses at Trinity College.  Fourth 
year classes at Trinity can be much more challenging than 400-level classes at ND. Many 



 

 

 

 

times, they are more equivalent to a graduate-level course here in the States. You will 
find out during the first week of term which classes are best suited to your needs.  

 
Most of your work will consist of essay -writing and exams. Your entire grade for a 
course may be based on your final exam. Do not procrastinate on your work just because 

you have nothing due until the very end of the term! 
Professors will expect more independent research than they 
do at ND. Do not expect books to be in the library by the 
end of the term. Get your work started and completed early 
and you will have a very successful year. As you are 
expected to study on your own initiative at Trinity College 
much more than at ND, you must be a self-starter. Use the 
library. Keep up with your  reading even if there are no set 
assignments. Do not let everything pile up in the last few 
weeks - it can get too stressful. 
 
The Trinity library has most of the textbooks available to 
borrow or read there. You can purchase some books (online 
is the best way at www.amazon.co.uk) or just spend lots of 

time in the library reading (which is what most Trinity students do). It may seem a bit 
intimidating at first, but everyone is very nice, and does want to help you.  Just be 
patient, work hard, and, most impo rtantly, enjoy your year!  

 
Here are a few key steps/points to keep in mind to get you through the process:  
 

1. Begin by checking in with the International Studies office on campus.  
2. Visit your assigned departments and look over the timetables located on the 

department bulletin boards (or request them from the department office). This 
contains valuable information about what classes are available and at what times.  
It is important to have your pen and paper ready to take notes when looking 
over these timetables. The timetables are usually posted on the Friday of 
Fresherõs Week. 

3. Check in with your advisor, where applicable: TCD students may make an 
appointment to meet with their advisor before classes begin so the advisor can 
explain the course timetable and registration requirements.  

4. Choose which courses you are interested in pursuing, plus a few other 
possibilities. Decide on your final list of courses and obtain department 
signatures as needed. Information is available from each department about who 
signs your forms. 

5. When you have finished your registration sheet, turn in the form to the 
International Student Affairs Office, located near the Nassau Street entrance to 
the College. The information from the form will then be registered on the Trinity 
system and will be used in generating your ôtranscriptõ at the end of the year.  So, 
MAKE SURE IT IS ACCURATE! If you do decide to switch classes during term, 

arrange to meet with Kevin Whelan and Joe Stranix to discuss your decision. 
Also, make sure you inform the Int ernational Student Office of any changes in 
your class schedule; otherwise you will end up with an inaccurate transcript at 
the end of the year. 

6. Finally, email your advisors at ND once you have arranged a tentative 
schedule to ensure you will get proper cr edit, and copy these emails to Peggy 



 

 

 

 

Weber and Joe Stranix (mweber@nd.edu, jstranix @nd.edu) so that they are on 
file for future reference.  

 

OTHER TIPS  
 

 If you are taking classes that meet for one term,  you 
might not  have a schedule for their meeting times 
ahead of time. Just fill out what you would ideally like 
to take, and then make changes with the form in the 
International Student Office as you need to. Also 
make sure that before the beginning of each new term 
you check the departmentõs posted class schedule 
(many times either the location or time of year long 
classes change from term to term and the lecturer 
might not tell you).  

 If you want to take classes outside the departments to 
which you have been accepted, it is possible. You will 
need to contact the department you are interested in 
and find out if you can gain access to their courses. 
Enjoy the freedom in class selection - try out lots of different classes the first 
week. More than likely the first time you  try to get into one of these classes, they 
will say òOh, it simply cannot be doneó - this is a favorite initial Irish expression 
which buys time - do not let it fool you. They love to say something is 
impossible, while they are going to let you do it. It normally is just a matter of 
being polite and persistent to get what you want.  

 Make sure you meet with your assigned tutor during Fresherõs Week and 
individuals in your departments who are assigned to care for international 
students. Your tutor will guide you through this confusing process, and help you 
with any problems you might have during the academic year.  Use this valuable 
resource as often as necessary. If your tutor tells you something that you do not 
think sounds right, do not hesitate to talk to someone else. 

 Talk carefully to each department to make sure you have everything that you 
need ð some departments produce absolutely invaluable handbooks at the start 
of the year. Keep in mind that the department secretaries usually know 
everything there i s to know about the department, so if your tutor cannot answer 
your question, go to the secretary. Always be polite and understated ð it is more 
effective than forceful and worried.  

 
SCIENCE AT TRINITY  ð from a Science Studentõs perspective 
 

Each department at Trinity works independently from the other departments, so every student 
will have a slightly different experience depending on their course selection.  Here are a few 
general facts: 
 
It is definitely possible to take courses in more than one department, but be careful with 
timetables - since each department makes their own, courses from different departments 
often clash. 

 
Things happen slowly. Be patient, but also be persistent. They will be working on your 
questions, but asking politely agai n a few days later never hurts. 



 

 

 

 

 
Go and talk to the departments, especially in the beginning. You need their help in 
selecting courses (you need permission to take each one) as well as becoming familiar 
with their system.  The administrative assistants in each department are the best people 
to talk to about courses. 

 
You will need lab coats and safety goggles for practicals (available in their ôbookstoreõ in 
House 6, or bring them with you .   

 
The courses do not meet as often as ND classes, but they often cover the same amount of 
material. Therefore, you will have to do a lot of outside work to stay with the course 
material. Also, some courses assume that you already know material from earlier years, 
so you may have to do some background reading to catch up to the Trinity students (in 
other courses, you may be slightly ahead, so eventually it all evens out).  Make sure that 
you read the advice posted on-line concerning writing a first class honors essay so you are 
prepared for the manner in which your papers will be evaluated.  

 

TCD UNDERGRADUATE HOUSING  
 

TRINITY HALL  

Dartry Road, Rathmines. 
(2.5 miles from Dublin Centre and from Trinity College)  
Newly renovated dormitory in southwest Dublin, single 
bedrooms with personal bathroom and large desk, wardrobe, 
internet access, common kitchen and living area; you need to 
supply your own pots and pans.  

 
GOLDSMITH HALL  

(On the Trinity Campus)  
Apartment setting, either 4 or 7 people to an apartment. 
Bedrooms are singles, with either a single or double bed, and 
a bathroom is then shared between two people (some 
bedrooms are ensuite). Common space includes kitchen area 
with stove, oven, and toaster. You will need to supply your 
own pots and pans (may be available at the OõConnell 
House). 
 

 
PEARSE STREET 
 

(On the Trinity Campus)  
Modern rooms are located in the Pearse Street residences and 
the Graduate Memorial Building. They comprise single study  
bedrooms with a private bathroom. Network connections are 
available in both areas, television points only in the GMB. Th ere 
is storage heating in Pearse St. and central heating in the GMB. 
 

FRONT SQUARE  

Newly refurbished ensuite apartments ranging from two to five bedrooms each with a 
kitchen/living  room. Apartments with two bedrooms are adapted for universal access. 



 

 

 

 

The five bedroom apartment consists of four singles and one twin room. Network 
connections and television points (in living  room) are available. Central heating.  

NEW SQUARE 

Standard rooms are located in New Square and the Rubrics. The rooms in New Square 
are mostly doubles, with a few singles available. These rooms have shared kitchen and 
bathroom facilities, with network connections in New Square and Rubrics only. 
Television points are available in Rubrics. 

BOTANY BAY  

Newly refurbished ensuite apartments.  Shared 
apartment with two single bedrooms, living  
room/kitchen area, shower/toilet. Also some shared 
apartments with three single bedrooms, living  
room/kitchen area, shower/toilet. Network 
connections and television points available.  

 

 

 

 

TEXTBOOKS and SCHOOL  SUPPLIES 

 
There is no bookstore on campus. You have to go to local bookstores to find your 
textbooks. Donõt buy too many books in the beginning - wait to see what you really need 
to own - many of your readings will be on reserve in the library where you c an copy 
them or some you can take out of the library (but you may only have out 4 books at a 
time). Some of the books - especially Irish history and literature - may also be available 
through OõConnell House library. Check with the Director. 
  
You can also go into town to the òopenó market (behind Grafton Street or directly off St. 
Georgeõs Street) to find the used bookstall - great literature section. 
  

Reads of Nassau Street: supplies are located in the basement of the shop 
TCD Student Union Shop,  Front Square 
Hodges Figgis: Dawson Street (parallel to Grafton Street - right outside the Nassau 
Street entrance to Trinity) 
Waterstones: Dawson Street (directly opposite Hodges Figgis) 
 

 
LIBRARIES  
 
Most Irish students do not purchase books. Best advice - go to Trinityõs 
library immediately after you begin your classes and take out the first few 
books you need. Irish students tend to borrow books immediately after 
receiving a book list, so you will have to be quick off the mark.  Again, 



 

 

 

 

many of the books you need may be in the library at OõConnell House, so it is worth 
having a look there before you visit Trinityõs library. 

 
Former students highly recommend doing a tour of Trinityõs main library during 
Fresherõs Week. They have quite a confusing system and you can save yourself a lot of 
headache by doing the tour. Once you are issued a TCD Student card, you and up to 
three visitors per visit can see the Book of Kells for free! 
 
TRINITY COLLEGE LIBRARY  
The Library at Trinity College is the largest library in Ireland  and holds collections of 
manuscripts and printed books dating from the end of the sixteenth century. Today, the 
Library contains four million volumes of books in addition to an extensive collection of 
manuscripts, maps and music. The Library is open M-F 9:30am-5:00pm (Thurs. 
evenings, Berkeley and Ussher are open until 9:00pm) and Saturday 9:30am-1:00pm. 
(During Michaelmas Term: M -F 9:00 am-10:00 pm. Sat. 9:30am-4:00 pm) 
 
USSHER LIBRARY  
Classics, history of art, theology, literature and languages, music, 
nursing, philosophy, periodicals  
 
LECKY  LIBRARY  
Business, economics, social sciences, education, geology and geography 
 
BERKELEY LIBRARY  
History, law, official publications, psychology    
 
HAMILTON LIBRARY  
Math, science, and engineering 
 
1937 READING ROOM  
Lending Library: only 3 week -long book loans at a time. Libraries are packed during the 
spring terms when essays are due, so arrive early and claim a good seat before it gets 
full. Open weekdays (9:00am- 10:00pm), Sat (9:00am-1:00pm), closed Sun. 
 
KEOUGH N AUGHTON CENTRE LIBRARY  
Open during regular OõConnell House hours; books must be checked out with the 
programme coordinator: extensive Irish studies collection.  

 
 
FITNESS 
Take advantage of Fresherõs Week and to stay active sign up for multiple clubs 
and sports groups.  Some of the sport groups in Ireland are not as intense as 
sports at Notre Dame so do not be afraid or intimidated when signing up for 
various clubs!  Trinity students also have access to a newly renovated athletic 
complex which includes a swim ming pool, climbing wall, and a fitness room.  
This is located across the street from Goldsmith Hall, right after the sky bridge.  
The operating hours are Monday-Thursday: 7am-10:30pm, Friday: 7am-9:30pm, 
Saturday: 9am-6pm, and Sunday: 10am-4pm.  It is closed during bank holidays 
and all activities cease 30 minutes before the Sports Centre closes.  There are also 



 

 

 

 

some fitness classes offered; some classes (such as 15 minutes abs) are free; others 
range from û4-û5 euro per class.  You can attend an orientation meeting during 
Fresherõs Week about the fitness center or look online at their website 
http://www.tcd.ie/Sport/index.php?nodeId=2&title=Home  for more fitness 
information.  There are also tennis courts available for use.   
 
 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN  
 

UCD traces its origins to the Catholic University of Ireland, founded in 1854 with John 
Henry Newman as its first Rector.  It has grown from its modest beginnings to an 
institution with over 18,000 students.  It is situated on a large, modern campus 4km to  
the south of the city centre. Your UCD Centre for Study Abroad Director is Erik 

Lithander , and his office is located in the International Office in the Tierney Building. 
(phone: 716 8248; email: erik.lithander@ucd.ie).  

 
ARTS 
ND students who choose Arts register to take courses in 2 subjects (departments ) at 
UCD. Full time UCD Arts students are also allowed to register for one elective course in 
a department that is considered elective at UCD. There are usually 5 to 6 ECTS (UCD 
credits) per subject which translate to 3 ND credits. Students also take 1 or 2 three-credit 
courses at Keough Naughton Centre, one of which must be the Monday evening 

Introduction to Ireland  course. Semester students are limited 
to two OõConnell House Courses.  Year long students may 
take 4 OõConnell House courses during their stay,  usually 
two each semester. ND students taking UCD courses through 
the Dublin p rogram are pre-approved by the A&L deanõs to 
take 4 UCD Arts courses for a total of 18 credits without 
applying for overload permission. 
There is a special orientation  day for international students 
during which you will be briefed as to the course selection 
process and departmental meetings. You will be registered to 
take classes in the two subjects you selected in your UCD 

application , which should appear on your acceptance letter. You will  take 5/6 ECTS 
units (UCD credits) in each subject. Please note that this may vary slightly by 
department. Your schedule must be approved by ND and by the UCD JYA Director 
before you complete the registration process.  It is sometimes possible to change 
departments, but NOT faculties . Please inform Frieda Savage of any changes during the 
term. English majors or anyone taking English courses must adhere to the JYA English 
information sheets.  English majors register for 2 Core Lecture Modules and 1 Seminar 
Module per semester. At present, History majors take 3 history courses at UCD. 
 
Your JYA programme administrator is Frieda Savage, and her office is located in Room 
A103 Arts Block. (phone: 716 8248; email: frieda.savage@ucd.ie)  
 
JYA Arts students have the option of taking up to 2 courses at OõConnell House. Every 
student must take the Introduction to Ireland course .  

http://www.tcd.ie/Sport/index.php?nodeId=2&title=Home


 

 

 

 

 
BUSINESS 
The JYA Business program is located in the Quinn School of Business. This school offers 
smaller class sizes - maximum 40 students - and a study centre with wireless facilities. 
Purchase a wireless card for your laptop if you will be studying business at UCD. You 
will collect your timetable for the semester on the first day of lectures at the JYA 
Business orientation meeting (please consult calendar for time and location). The 
timetable will list all the business classes offered during each semester, their times and 
meeting locations. There is a specific timetable for JYA (international) students. Business 
students register for courses before arrival by listing possible courses in preference 
order. Their registration is set at the time of their arrival.  
All ND students who choose Business take 3-4 business and economics courses at UCD, 
and 1- 2 courses at the Keough Naughton Centre (3 ND credits each), one of which must 
be the Monday evening Introduction to Ireland  course. Business students must take at 
least 15 credit hours, but may take 18 hours by taking 4 UCD business courses.  
The JYA Business administrator is Nuala Corr , and her office is located in 121 Quinn 
School of Business (phone: 716 8668; email: nuala.corr@ucd.ie). The cultural events co-
coordinator is Dorothy Ryan.  Note : Business students should take a simple calculator 
with them for use at mid -terms and final examinations.  Graphing calculators, etc. are 
allowed during the semester, but not for exams. 

 
SCIENCE 
JYA Science students will complete 3 Science courses at UCD (5/6  ECTS transfer back to 
ND as 3 credits, even lab courses.) in addition to 1-2 courses at OõConnell House, one of 
which must be the Introduction to Ireland  course. Science students are also allowewd to 
take 1 Arts course at UCD from the UCD Science list of courses available. Information on 
courses offered in each semester is available on line- at the UCD website. 
 
The JYA Science administrator at UCD is Joanna Long, and her office is located in Room 
128 in the Science Faculty Office in the Science building which is located across from the 
services desk. (phone: 716 2365; email:Joanna.long@ucd.ie). During the Spring 2010 
semester Annette Forde will replace Joann Long. Science students list 8 courses they 
wish to take on the on-line UCD application in order of their preference. Per time table 
restrictions, three science courses are chosen by UCD for a studentõs registration. Joanna 
or Annette will inform you as to any restrictions you might face in your course selection.  
Returning science students have reported that for all exams graphing calculators (which 
are referred to as programmable calculators at UCD, TI-83s and TI-89s) are not allowed. 
For exams, a simple calculator might not be sufficient, so it has been recommended that 
students also bring a scientific calculator for use on exams. 
Please remember to bring a lab coat and goggles with you as well.   
 

ENGINEERING  
JYA Engineering students must consult Catherine Pieronek at Notre Dame regarding 
their possible course selections at UCD prior to their departure from ND. Engineering 
students wil l then consult with their departmental advisor at UCD, Sue Phillpot , upon 
arrival regarding registration of courses and course selections. Engineering students will 
take 1- 2 courses at the Keough Naughton Centre, one of which must be the 
Introduction to I reland  course offered on Monday evenings.  Engineering students may 
also take 1-2 arts courses chosen from the UCD Engineering list of approved Arts 
Courses for Engineers in addition to 3 Engineering/Science courses and the OõConnell 



 

 

 

 

House course(s). Engineering students studying for the entire academic year may take 4 
courses at OõConnell House. With the approval of Cathy Pieronek, year long students 
may take 3 courses during the fall semester, and one OõConnell Hous3 Course during 
the spring semester.  

 
 

UCD UNDERGRADUATE HOUSING  
 

BELGROVE HALL  
Apartments with 3 single rooms; shared kitchen, living room, 
and bathroom/shower facilities; three people per flat; 
duvet/pillow are provided but you will need to bring sheets; 
convenience store in complex and launderette on campus; 
wireless internet in all dorms.  Belgrove Hall is co-ed, flats are 
single sex. 

 
ROEBUCK HALL  
These newly constructed residences are top-of-the-line; 
apartments with 6 single rooms/ ensuite  bathrooms; shared 
kitchen, dining, and common area; kitchen utensils/ cutlery 
and duvet/ pillow are provided but you will need to bring 
sheets; adjacent laundry facilities; wireless throughout.  
Roebuck Hall  is co-ed, flats are single sex. 

 

 

BLACKROCK HAL L 
Single rooms with shared kitchens, showers and living 
areas; 45 minute walk to Belfield campus for class; 10 
minute walk to Blackrock Village for shopping and pubs; 
bus 17 or 46A to UCD Belfield campus; good computer 
facilities and close to the business library; restaurant 
located just outside residence hall; internet access 
available in dormitories; laundry facilities available just 
outside. This dorm is co-ed. 
 

MERVILLE HALL         
 

 Merville Hall consists of  four to six bedroom 
apartments.  Each apartment contains two shower 
rooms, a kitchen, and living space.  Bedrooms 
contain a study desk and storage space.  Kitchen 
has a refrigerator and freezer, sink and stove top.  
Wireless network is provided.  Pillow and duvet 
are provided, but you need to bring your own bed 
linen, kitchenware and tableware.  

 
 

 
 


