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How the Map Became Famous
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- The Vinland Saga

* (956 : * 1974
],;':; Purchased by Whitten and - | — Walter-McCrone’s testiné
v/ sold to Mellon s on the<ink proyes the map
B T | | | = to be afake
— British Natioilal Museuri} ¥ S 1996
Curatorsiand Yale |2 Kale sponsors‘a conference = |
University Librarians | on the map sl L
publish The Vinland Map and — The second edition of The
the Tartar Relation : Vinland Map and the Tartar
— Decide that the map is real Relation is published

— The map is once again

declared real
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The Vinland Séga, Continued

o 42001

]'l*'f = Claimed the map is a fake

_:2 002
— Testing-on the parchmé_nt _ |.
prove that the peﬁ*c_hme._nt 15 [ §
from 1440s -
e 7003

— Analysis of Medieval-ink

making methods




The Vinland Map Conference

S Questioned the presenter of the'map,
J Laurence C. Witten

'\—'I

* Scholars from all different universities and
intérests came to the/conference
* They raised a lot of questions-about the drigin

of the map



-

He got the map frorn a%l.
 / [talian book seller
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e Did tests' on the map hlmsélﬂ
and found nn:,r.eason to doubt

i the map ¢ H._' o |
e His frIGDd“bOUght i ol
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manuscrlpt had the same
Watermarks and holes as the

Vinland Map
* Sells the map, thereby

authenticating it

. Laurence Witten




~ Biggest Questions
o Who did the bookseller get-the book from7

. Why won 't he tell people who the owner was?
* What were the_tests he dld -by hlmself?




Ink Ahalysis

*The British Museum first.analyzed the map in:1967

*Ink of Tartar Relation and the Speculum Historiale versus
Vinland map ink during ultra violet radiation

*Walter and Lucy McCrone first to claim the Vinland Map
fake in 1974
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Anataé-e Form

’Synthetic anatase has a distinctive crysta_lline form
*Titanium had yet to be'discovered in.medieval Europe in order form an anatase

'Synthetic anatase was not Widely used unti the early 2(th century

B



Line Coloring

’Lmes appear to be written in two layers
#Yellowish background layer

“eDark brown top coat

*Gives the effect of mk that hés faded with time




Jacqueline
Olin.

..’Sc1entlst_for the Smlthsonlan

fnstltute : | J_

'.'-::'.°Ha*s argued forthe Vlnland
fhap S legltlmacy- since the

map was found

*Recreated iron- gall ink that

contained anatase



P_archment

'w"Parchment not Vellum |
s'f \
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Difference between baby and adult ammal sl<1n

] YellOW1sh and o1ly na‘lture " D

fe Had been cleaned o EBIEFETRT
— Uneven surface texture p1npr1cl< holes
— Not sure Why or when

— Also possible coating added

all -



UV Fluoresce

*“Bmitted blue light!
¢ Same line appeared throughout the parchment

. Ignored, ink was more impottant




A P_alirhpsest?

. w"When uv ﬂuoresce was ftirst used, other potentlal

E’Ffayers of writing were 1ghored
¢ Went back later usmg photography and uv hght

— Found.no traces of elements

— Found no‘pen mdentatlo-ns thart didtior match with

present-.'Writing

all -
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Datlng

'm"Had trouble, no good | Sf

{ ‘f methods avallable

. 2()02 Donahue Ohn
— Use AMS Wlth 8 small

portlon of the parcment

pulled oft the sides

— Determine. it is from

1434211 yrs.




