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ROTC Units Pay Tr ibute 
at Veterans Day Vigil 

 
MIDN 2/C Denise Trgovich  
Staff Wr iter  
 
In many parts of the world, 11 November has no 
substantial significance.  However, in the 
United States, November 11th, also known as 
Veterans Day, is the day on which we reflect 
upon the efforts of the brave men and women 
who have given their lives to preserve our way 
of life.  This day also serves as a tribute to those 
people who have both served in the past and are 
currently serving in the Armed Forces. 
 
At 1630 on Wednesday, 10 November, ROTC 
Cadets and Midshipmen began a 24-hour silent 
vigil in front of the Clarke Memorial Fountain.  
On 11 November, at the conclusion of the silent 
vigil, all three ROTC units came together with 
guest speaker, Father Theodore Hesburgh, for a 
ceremony honoring all veterans both past and 
present.  During the ceremony, Father Hesburgh 
voiced his support for the ROTC program at 
Notre Dame.  Addressing the ROTC Cadets and 
Midshipmen in front of the Memorial Fountain, 
Father Hesburgh said that he prays daily for 
those who will be serving in the future, those 
who are currently serving, and those who have 
served in the past. 
 
The event came to a conclusion with the cere-
monial playing of “ Taps.”   It served as a re-
minder to all present that Veterans Day should 
be kept in the highest regard.  Just like Veterans 
Day ceremonies of the past, this year’s vigil 
paid tribute to the sacrifices of our fellow citi-
zens who keep our country free and to protect 
the freedoms guaranteed to all under the Ameri-
can Constitution. 

On 5 November, the Battalion celebrated the Navy and Marine 
Corps birthdays.  Held at the College Football Hall of Fame, the 
annual celebration commemorated the establishment of the Navy 
and Marine Corps, on 13 October and 10 November, 229 years ago. 
 
Upon arrival, midshipmen and staff began the celebration in true 
Navy and Marine Corps style.  After cocktail hour, the 
Commanding Officer and the Guest of Honor oversaw the Parade 
of Colors and blessing before a delicious dinner of chicken piccata.  
The battalion displayed an exuberant amount of enthusiasm, 
conversing with shipmates and dates over dinner. 
 
After dinner, MIDN 1/C Kate Lindsey read the birthday messages 
from the Chief of Naval Operations ADM Vernon Clark and the 
Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen Michael W. Hagee.  These 
messages were especially motivating to the First Class Midshipmen 
who will receive their commission as junior officers in May.  After 
the letters were read, one could not help but reflect on the Naval 
Service and the accomplishments it has achieved.   (cont’d page 2) 

229th Bir thday Ball a Success 

MIDN 3/C Jeffrey Gonzales  
Staff Wr iter  

A group of 1/C enjoys their last Navy Ball 
at Notre Dame 
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Ball  (cont’d from page 1) 
 
The Battalion was fortunate to host 
Brigadier General Robert B. Neller as 
the Guest of Honor.  BGen Neller, 
older brother of CO, CAPT Michael 
E. Neller, gave the Battalion advice 
on what will be expected of them as 
officers in the fleet.  The audience 
listened intently as BGen Neller de-
scribed the leadership traits of great 
Navy and Marine officers.  Following 
BGen Neller’s remarks was the tradi-
tional cake cutting ceremony.  After 
CAPT Neller and BGen Neller cut the 
Navy and Marine Corps cakes, they, 
along with the oldest and youngest 
midshipmen (both Navy and Marine 
options) sampled the cakes. 
 
Finally, the ceremonies concluded 
and the ball began!  The large dance 
floor in the Hall of Fame offered eve-
ryone the ability to cut a rug.  The 
Midshipmen and their dates ensured 
that this year’s Navy and Marine 
Corps Birthday Ball was one that will 
be remembered. 
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M IDN 1/C Kate L indsey 
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Pilots Visit ND, Promote Aviation 
 

MIDN 1/C Chris Heck  
Aviation Cor respondent 
 
The skies of Friday, 24 September, were anything but calm as two F/A-18 
Hornets tore through 560 miles of the wild blue yonder from NAS Oceana, in 
Virginia, to South Bend Regional Airport.  These two birds of prey were pi-
loted by two eager aviators who were ready to watch ND’s defeat over Wash-
ington.  The planes and pilots were from VFA-106, the Gladiators.  This 
squadron is a Fleet Readiness Squadron (FRS).  An FRS acquires newly 
winged aviators to learn how to fly a specific aircraft.  In the case of the F/A-
18, flown both by the Navy and Marines, Navy and Marine aviators train side 
by side in the same squadron.  The Gladiator’s visit was beneficial because it 
provided the opportunity to meet with these officers, discuss their warfare 
community, learn how to succeed in flight school, and most of all, to get a 
close-up view of one of the world’s finest fighter and attack aircraft. 
 
Rear Admiral Tom Kilcline also paid a visit to our Unit for a drill period in 
October.  He spoke about what it is like to be a Naval Aviator, the career path 
from your first few weeks of flight school all the way up to the deployment/
shore duty cycle.  He described the current aircraft selection which prospec-
tive aviators will take part in in two or three years.  For those of you who do 
not know him, RADM Kilcline fully encompasses the title “Naval Aviator.”   
In fact, he even flew the F-14 Tomcats filmed at sea in Top Gun.  All of his 
hard work certainly paid off when he was placed in charge of all Naval Air 
Warfare. 
 
The visits from VFA-106 and Rear Admiral Kilcline were definitely benefi-
cial to ND NROTC.  For the younger midshipmen, it offered a deeper look 
into a very exhilarating career field, and for the older midshipmen it gave 
more insight into life within an aviation squadron as well as what to expect.  
When the next aviation static display comes into South Bend, I encourage 
each of you to go to the airport to look at the aircraft.  Even if you do not want 
to fly, it is a great opportunity to learn about the aviation community as well 
as be up close to one of the world’s finest aircraft. 

Above: VFA-
106 pilots 
tell midship-
men about F/
A-18. 
 
Left: RADM 
Kilcline 
delivers 
Aviation 
Brief. 
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BCO Encourages Battalion to Take Advantage of ND 
 
MIDN 1/C Justin Gallagher 
Battalion Commanding Officer  
 
With the semester drawing to a close, it is time to both reflect upon the past few months and look ahead to the chal-
lenges of the future.  Since beginning the semester, there have been many opportunities to develop ourselves morally, 
mentally, physically, and spiritually.  The lectures given by guest speakers at drill present an excellent opportunity to 
learn of real world experiences in leadership and management.  The lessons learned by those who have gone before us 
provide invaluable insight into not only the nuts and bolts operation of life in the fleet, but, more importantly, into the 
manner in which we should conduct ourselves in all aspects of life.  Understanding the need to show respect up and 
down the chain of command, working to improve the quality of life for the Marines and Sailors under your command, 
these are lessons that will serve you well in the fleet.  But taking the same philosophy and applying it to your daily life 
can also better your relationships wherever you are.  Take advantage of the opportunity to learn from positive exam-
ples in leadership while at Notre Dame.  In doing so you will not only improve yourself, but others as well. 
 
As straightforward as it may seem, your time here represents your best chance to bolster your physical strength along 
with your moral fortitude and intellectual capacity.  The beauty of the campus is something you cannot find on the 
treadmills of a ballistic missile submarine or the grit of a Quantico obstacle course.  Running the lakes is a time-limited 
luxury to be enjoyed now.  Getting a pick up game in Rolfs or a swim at the Rock are other enjoyable activities to take 
advantage of while the chance exists.  Push yourselves to improve physically and take the time to workout, but make 
sure you enjoy yourself in the process. 
 
Finally, nowhere but at Notre Dame will you find the unique opportunity to develop your spiritual life in such a sup-
portive setting.  No matter what creed you profess, the chance to foster your understanding of who you are and what 
you believe in is something easily accomplished here.  Through the self reflection at a quiet spot on campus or through 
conversing with the lasting friendships made during your time here, you should learn to appreciate the power you have 
to build yourself while at Notre Dame. 
 
Seize the opportunities when the chance arises.  Keep up the effort and good luck on finals. 

Tr i-Mil Freshman Retreat a Success 
 

MIDN 3/C Erin Smith 
Staff Wr iter  
 
Despite a low turnout in comparison to past years, this year’s ROTC 
Freshman Retreat was nevertheless a success.  Held at the Michiana 
Christian Service Camp in Niles, Michigan, the retreat was led by up-
perclassmen.  Although both upperclassmen and officers gave large, 
assembly-style talks, interaction was encouraged in small group discus-
sion sections, Mass/prayer, and free time.  MIDN 4/C Rhatican said she 
enjoyed the small group time because it helped her “understand how to 
integrate faith and military service.”  
 
During free time, midshipmen and cadets interacted with each other, 
playing foosball, pool, ping-pong, football, and basketball.  Freshmen 
also had the opportunity to complete an outdoor ropes course on the Service Camp property.  (cont’d page 5) 

Midshipmen gather at the Service Camp 
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Captain’s Call 
 
CAPT Michael Neller 
CO, NROTC Notre Dame 
 
After only a few months I have already been infected with the Notre Dame spirit.  I find myself 
cheering loudly  for the Irish football team and even had to stop for a split second to consider my 
loyalties during the Notre Dame – Navy football game.  All of you are truly blessed to have been 
given this great opportunity (this includes those at Notre Dame’s sister school, Saint Mary’s Col-
lege).   I am proud to be part of it. 
 
It seems like only yesterday that I was a college student and midshipman.  In my heart and mind I 
still see myself as that same young man.  So much so, that I am often surprised when I look in the 
mirror and fail to see the youthful appearance and full head of hair that I once possessed. 
 
What hasn’ t changed, in those nearly 30 years is that every day, when I put on the uniform of the U.S. Navy, I am being 
inspected.   Today, as NROTC Midshipmen you are only inspected a few hours every week.  That will change when you 
get to the fleet.  It will become, for all intents and purposes, a 24-hour requirement where you will constantly be tested and 
evaluated by your seniors, your subordinates, and your peers.  As a junior officer, your ability to maintain good order and 
discipline will be embedded in the steadfast example that you present to the troops.  Understand that the choices you make 
now are creating habits that will forge your destiny.  If you are unsure of what is acceptable conduct, there is one simple 
litmus test.   Ask yourself, “Would my family be proud if they knew what I was doing?”   If you are still in doubt, make 
sure that your actions can withstand the scrutiny of God, Country, Notre Dame. 

Battalion Welcomes LT Rempe 
 
MIDN 3/C Erin Smith 
Staff Wr iter  
 
Notre Dame NROTC recently acquired a new member to its staff—LT Taylor Rempe.  LT Rempe originally hails from Atlanta, 
GA. He graduated from the Naval Academy in 2000 with a degree in English and received his master’s degree from the University 
of Maryland a year later.  Following graduation, he was sent to Surface Warfare Officers’  School before attending Tomahawk 
Watch Officers’  School at Dam Neck, part of NAS Oceana, Virginia. 
 
In the summer of 2001, LT Rempe reported to his first ship, the USS RAMAGE (DDG 61), based out of Norfolk.  He served as 
the ship’s strike officer, working with the Tomahawk missile system, which he describes as the “best job on the ship.”   He was 
also onboard Ramage following the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, when it provided air defense cover for Washington, 
DC, as a component of Operation Noble Eagle.  LT Rempe stayed aboard Ramage for his second tour, as the ship’s training offi-
cer.  During this time he also served as the boarding officer for Maritime Interdiction Operations (MIO), which he describes as a 

“good collateral duty for a junior officer.”   During his time onboard Ramage, LT Rempe did one 
deployment to the Mediterranean and another to both the Med and the Persian Gulf.  He also got to 
make two trips to the island of Malta, which he decided has been his favorite Navy destination. 
 
When he’s not traveling to exotic islands on official Navy business, LT Rempe enjoys riding mo-
torcycles, skiing, rock climbing, running, and reading.  He is excited to be at Notre Dame, al-
though he is under the impression that his presence here will “ tip the scales”  in favor of Navy in 
future football games.  As a SWO officer, LT Rempe believes he has an important perspective to 
contribute alongside the other staff members’  perspectives.  During his time at Notre Dame, he 
will be pursuing his MBA.  “You can never have too much education,”  he says. 
 
Welcome aboard, LT Rempe! 
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A Message from the XO 
 
CDR Jeff Morris 
XO, NROTC Notre Dame 
 
Wow!  I cannot believe that this semester is almost over.  It seems like yesterday that we were welcoming our Freshmen 
(a.k.a. 4/C Midshipmen) and oh-so-gently easing them into a culture of Naval tradition and camaraderie.  For some, I am 
certain that it did not really seem like a “gentle”  introduction.  Nonetheless, they (and the rest of the battalion) are pro-
gressing smartly toward commissioning.  With the holiday season quickly approaching, there are a few random thoughts 
which I’ d like to share. 
 
As always, I am impressed with the performance of the battalion this semester.  While the vast majority of credit goes to 
the individuals themselves, I would be remiss if I did not specifically mention the outstanding performance of the BCO, 
BXO, and BOPS.  The “Big Three” have worked very well as a team.  Their stellar leadership and guidance has enhanced 
the professionalism of the entire battalion.  With the battalion change-of-command on the near horizon, I trust that they 
will continue to be great leaders in the battalion during their final semester.  BZ Big Three!  Hey, that has a nice ring to it, 
doesn’ t it?  I may ask the Notre Dame authorities to institute it as an alternate cheer to “We…ARE…N…D.”  “B…Z…
Big…3.”  OK, OK, on to the next subject. 
 
Since I cannot lay claim to a Naval Science course of my own, I strong-armed our instructors into allowing me the oppor-
tunity to guest lecture in each of our Naval Science courses this semester.  Talk about your jack-of-all-trades (master of 
none?).  I had a great time helping (I hope) our midshipmen learn about myriad topics including underwater detection and 
tracking, gas turbine engines, and those wonderful military theorists: Clausewitz and Jomini.  I’d like to say that nobody 
fell asleep during my classes.  I emphasize that I’d like to say...  Remember, if I hindered (vice helped) anybody’s educa-
tion, the Teacher Course Evaluations are an appropriate medium for documenting your views.  Please be specific so your 
regular instructors don’ t think you’re writing about 
them. 
 
Soon our midshipmen will be home for the holidays.  I 
hope everyone enjoys the well-deserved break.  You 
must all keep in mind, however, that you constantly rep-
resent the Navy and Notre Dame.  Be mature and act 
responsibly.  Last, but certainly not least, I caution you 
to stay in shape.  Parents, don’ t let your midshipman 
become a couch potato.  The weather may be cold out-
side but the CO has taught our midshipmen numerous 
exercises which they can do in the comfort of your 
home.  They would be wise to be prepared for the first 
Tuesday morning 0615 PT session of 2005.   
 

Retreat (cont’d from page 3) 
 
Midshipmen and cadets provided encouragement while their classmates maneuvered the obstacles high above the ground.  “We 
saw a lot of moral support and encouragement among the fourth class on the ropes course—it was a great team-building activity,”  
said MIDN 2/C Kreller, a small group leader on the retreat. 
 
In all, the retreat was a success, allowing midshipmen and cadets to come together with their comrades from other services.  “…it 
was cool to interact with people outside of a military setting,”  Rhatican said.  Making friends outside of Navy, while learning to 
maintain a balance between military service and religious faith, is a major goal of the retreat. 

CDR Morris imparts his wisdom on BCO and BOPS 
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Farewell 

LCDR Walsh Bids Battalion “ Farewell”  
 
LCDR Dan Walsh 
I r ish Pennant Advisor  
 
When my Navy career began unexpectedly at the University of Notre Dame in the fall of 1980, I never thought I’d be back here 
some 24 years later.  Having grown up in Chicago in very humble surroundings as the oldest of six children in a first-generation 
Irish family, I never expected to go to college.  The Chicago Public High School I attended did not provide a very effective college 
preparatory environment.  Of the 2500 students who started my freshman year, only 1250 graduated, and just four went on to col-
lege.  Like most children who are products of similar urban environments, the hope of escaping, obtaining a meaningful college 
education, and ultimately succeeding in life usually came by means of either an athletic scholarship or the military.  For me, that 
dream became a reality as a combination of both, right here at Notre Dame.   
 
At the very beginning of my college career as a student-athlete I was confronted with a serious growing experience.  Due to a re-
distribution of men’s athletic scholarships directed by Title IX, I was forced to abandon my dream of an athletic scholarship.  
However, at the same time, I was offered a Naval ROTC Scholarship.  This turn of events proved to be an extremely significant 
turning point in my life.  During the process of completing my education at Notre Dame, the most important thing I realized is it’s 
not the place that makes the place, but the people that make the place; look around the campus during the dead of winter and 
you’ re certain to agree with me.   
 
After becoming the first person in my family to successfully complete an undergraduate education (at Notre Dame of all places), I 
proceeded to spend the next 20 years in the Navy.  During that time, the units I’ve been deployed with have operated from some 
pretty austere places.  The single constant that has kept me going despite the surroundings has been the indomitable faith in the 
human spirit that was uniquely instilled in me here at Notre Dame.  That is why when you to ask me how I’m doing, I usually re-
spond, “ I’m doing great…I’m just enjoying another day in paradise.”   Upon initial inspection by the casual observer, this response 
may sound slightly flippant, but to me it serves as a daily reminder to always maintain a deep sense of personal pride and purpose 
in all you do, no matter where you are.  But who could not have pride and purpose in a place like this? 
   
In just a few short days, I will finish my second tenure as a member of Notre Dame’s unparalleled Naval ROTC Unit.  Then what; 
will the dream be over?  Will I be awakened like the fabled Rip Van Winkle from a long winter’s nap and be warped ahead 25 
years?  If this really happens, will this cause me to lose my sense of pride and purpose that was born and bred here at Notre Dame?  
Based on my experiences over the last 24 years, I’m convinced that this will hardly be the case.  After I leave Notre Dame, I’ ll be 
satisfied in knowing that I have an unfair advantage, because I take with me something that only true Domers understand.  I will 
possess a unique and universal sense of pride and purpose found “nowhere else, but Notre Dame.”  Your leadership challenge will 
be to transport this same motivational spirit outside the friendly confines of Notre Dame. 
 
The opportunity to be part of the University of Notre Dame, first as an undergraduate student, then as a faculty and staff member 
has truly been a privilege.  When I stand back and think, most people never get that privilege, but I have been able to enjoy it not 

just once, but twice in my short lifetime.  I feel I owe a personal 
debt of service to society for this benefit.  For the past 20 years, 
in return for this favor I have always sought to be a responsible 
government servant.  However, the time has come to relinquish 
this responsibility to you, the future leaders of our Navy and Ma-
rine Corps.  In light of my retirement, I’ve taken the time to look 
at fresh faces in the NROTC Unit, and I will depart with a deep 
sense of satisfaction in knowing I have done my job by leaving 
my place better than I originally found it. 
 
As I bid you a fond farewell, I leave you with the following chal-
lenge: never, ever forget who you are and where you came 
from…if you do this one simple thing, the things you’ ll be able to 
achieve through your faith in God, Country and Notre Dame will 
be limitless.  Until our paths cross again…GO IRISH!!! 



Page 8 

� �������	��

� � �������������������! #"��$ %�&�'�)(!�+*$� ( �3,���* - �+�/031+132

 Marines 

From the MOI ’s Desk 
 
Maj. Mark Lyon 
Marine Officer  Instructor  
 
Having just celebrated Veteran’s Day and the Marine Corps Birthday, this is a good time to reflect on the sacri-
fices of those who have served before us.  Over the last several days, I have been struck by the stories of veterans. 
 
I spoke to a Marine Private who fought on Iwo Jima in World War II.  He lost several buddies there, and much of 
the use of his right hand.  I chatted with Korean War Veterans who fought in the frozen tundra of North Korea, 
where so many died from the cold, and the Chinese onslaught.  There were Vietnam veterans, who spoke of Khe 
Sanh, and Hue City.  There were Gulf War vets and those who served in Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi 
Freedom.  The stories were of different battles, times, and people, but they were all the same.  Each of them lost 
something in battle.  Perhaps a friend, a body part, or their innocence.  They told the stories with sadness, how-
ever, they spoke with pride in their accomplishment and the honor of serving for so noble a cause as the freedom 
of the United States and her allies.  There were smiles and laughter when they spoke fondly of the fine young 
Americans they fought with and suffered with.  They were glad to have known them.  They were glad to have 
served.  They were simple people called to do the impossible, and they did it!   
 
Most of us are never called to endure what many of these veterans had to survive.  Some of us will.  Will you 
serve as bravely and nobly?  When push comes to shove, it seems we always manage to muster the courage and 
determination to accomplish the impossible.  You will, too. 
 
More great veterans’  stories are being written right now, and you will soon add yours.  Make them good ones. 

Battalion Welcomes New AMOI 
 
MIND 3/C Andrew Todd-Smith 
Staff Wr iter  
 
As happens each semester, the battalion is due to undergo some personnel changes.  Among those changes is the welcome addi-
tion of Gunnery Sergeant Matthew Grither, the new Assistant Marine Officer Instructor.  GySgt Grither hails from St. Louis, 
MO, and comes to Notre Dame from Afghanistan.  A member of the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit fighting in Operation En-
during Freedom, GySgt Grither served as the Company Gunnery Sergeant of Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 6th Marines, was 
one of the units in the main ground combat element. 
 
GySgt Grither has been in the Marine Corps for 14 years and has a military tradition in his family, stating that “everyone... from 

my dad on up to my great-grandparents, on both my mother’s and father’s side, served at least 
four years in the Army or the Navy.”   He is the second Marine in his family, and decided to 
enlist during high school when the Persian Gulf War was about to erupt. 
 
With the array of new and different responsibilities he will have as AMOI, GySgt Grither says he 
is “ looking forward to the challenges of a new position at a school with a remarkable history…
and proving that our NROTC program is a class act not to be taken for granted.”   Furthermore, 
he advises midshipmen en route to becoming commissioned Naval and Marine Corps officers, 
that one should “always keep an objective ear but be decisive,”  learn from everyone with whom 
you come into contact, and never let an opportunity to better yourself slip by. 
 
Welcome aboard GySgt Grither! 
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B-Co. Dominates Dr ill Comps 
 
MIDN 3/C Karl Kadon 
Staff Wr iter  
 
On 6 October, the Platoon Close-Order Drill Competi-
tion allowed platoon commanders to wield their 
swords and test their abilities to issue commands on 
the drill deck (Meyo Field in Loftus).  All six platoons 
prepared heavily for the competition, the only time 
during the year when such skills are evaluated. Many 
midshipmen spent Sunday nights drilling in the 
Pasquerilla Center parking lot and perfecting the vast 
number of skills on the drill card. 
 
Gunnery Sergeant Agee Osborne, Major Mark Lyon 
and Lieutenant Andre Bonakdar, the judging panel for 
the competition, scrutinized each command and move-
ment.  Points were subtracted for corrective move-
ments, marching outside the marked boundaries, 
missed commands, and other mishaps that might occur 
during each rotation. 
 
MIDN 1/C Albert Garcia’s platoon, Bravo-1, took first 
place due to a combination of nearly flawless move-
ments by the midshipmen in the platoon and out-
standing issue of commands by Garcia. Second place 
was awarded to Charlie-2, commanded by MIDN 1/C 
Joe Dugan, whose platoon had the added challenge of 
marching without a platoon guide, who had sustained a 
foot injury. Third place was awarded to Bravo-2, com-
manded by MIDN 1/C Russell Morton. 
 
Although Alpha and Charlie Companies performed 

well, the results of 
Drill Competition 
gave Bravo Com-
pany a distinct ad-
vantage in the race 
toward Honor Com-
pany.  The reward 
for all midshipmen, 
however, is being 
able to sleep in on 
Wednesday morn-
ings! 

A-Co. Victor ious at Inspection 
 
MIDN 1/C Kate Lindsey 
Editor -in-Chief 
 
The spit-shined leath-
ers and freshly pressed 
uniforms assembled in 
Loftus on 27 October 
could only mean one 
thing: BCO’s Inspec-
tion.  As Midshipmen 
quizzed each other on 
knowledge, they 
picked lint from their 
uniforms, fixed their 
gig lines, and buffed 
their shoes one last 
time.  When MIDN    
2/C Laura Joyce com-
manded, “Fall In,”  the 
Battalion snapped to 
attention, in perfect for-
mation. 
 
As in years past, each platoon would be subjected to 
the scrutiny of the BCO, BXO, and BOPS as they in-
spected each midshipman.  Unlike years past, however, 
when khakis were worn, this year, the Battalion 
donned Service Dress Blues, freshly dry cleaned after 
Fall Break.  In addition to the usual areas of shoes, 
cover, uniform, and hygiene, emphasis was placed 
more heavily on knowledge this year.  Midshipmen 
were required to know the first and sixth articles to the 
Code of Conduct, the mission of the Navy and Marine 
Corps, and Core Values, among other tidbits found in 
the Knowledge Book and Midshipman Guide distrib-
uted during Freshman Orientation. 
 
Although each platoon fared well during inspection, 
Alpha Company emerged victorious.  A congratulatory 
email from Alpha Company Commander, MIDN 1/C 
Maria Welch, said, “Alpha dominated inspections!  
Both Alpha-1 and Alpha-2 scored significantly better 
than the other platoons, giving us an overall victory. 
BZ guys.”   This triumph makes the “A Team” a vi-
cious contender in the Honor Company competition. 

BCO looks over a midshipman’s uniform. 

MIDN 1/C Pete Gaffney commands his 
platoon 
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 Navy Athletics 

Navy Domination of Commander ’s Cup Continues 
 
MIDN 3/C Casie Sweeney 
Staff Wr iter  
 
Sunday, 10 October, dawned sunny, clear, and cool, a perfect day for the “World’s Sport,”  soccer.  Spirits and confi-
dence were high before Navy took on both Air Force and Army to keep their lead in the Commander’s Cup Competi-
tion.  “We have a really strong squad and a very good chance of extending the lead in Commanders Cup,”  said captain, 
coach and key player, MIDN 1/C Patrick Fishburne. 
 
Navy 2 Air  Force 0 
Strong Defenses characterized the first half of the game against Air Force.  
MIDN 4/C Patrick Grainey, as sweeper, and MIDN 2/C Meg Bustin, as goalie, 
kept the Air Force scoreless throughout the first half.  Navy’s offense had many 
close calls, but weren’ t successful until the second half when MIDN 3/C John 
Harrington took advantage of MIDN 3/C Chase Gund’s assist and scored the first 
goal of the game with a header.  Harrington followed this goal up with another 
one a few minutes later.  Air Force never had a chance to score and the game 
ended, Navy 2, Air Force 0. 
 
Navy 1 Army 0 
The second game, against Army, was another stellar defensive performance by Navy.  The only score of the game 
came from MIDN 3/C John Harrington, with a header off the corner kick from MIDN 3/C Chase Gund.  This duo 
dominated the offense in soccer, as well the defense in Commander’s Cup football earlier this semester.  The final 
score was Navy 1, Army 0. 

The Navy squad celebrates victory. 

24-Hour Run Br ings in Cash for  Special Olympics 
 

MIDN 3/C Karl Kadon 
Staff Wr iter  

 
From noon on Friday, 8 October, to noon on Saturday, 9 October, Trident Naval Society held its 24-Hour Run, an annual fund-
raiser during which midshipmen collect money for South Bend’s Special Olympics Chapter. During the event, midshipmen ran 
around campus wearing orange vests, soliciting donations. 
 

In addition to running, Trident members manned three positions throughout the 24-
Hour Run: outside the JACC during the pep rally, Fieldhouse Mall, and outside the 
Bookstore Saturday morning.  Those stationed at the main base of operations at Field-
house Mall decorated a tent with Christmas lights, a television, DVD player and an X-
Box that provided endless entertainment. Trident members maintained security 
throughout the night, even when a less than sober passer-by attempted to run away 
with donations. Weather and the apparent lack of fans on campus (both Irish and Stan-
ford) hindered the collection, and led to a total donation of just over $3500, compared 
to $5700 collected at last year’s Run. 
 
Despite the lower turnout of runners this year, those who did run (up to four Triden-
tites at any one time) committed themselves to the cause.  SECTRIDE MIDN 3/C Erin 

Smith ran for four hours total, including some of the less desired, early morning shifts. 
MIDN 3/C Stephen Hutchings ran for over four hours, making him the midshipman with 

the most running time logged. MIDN 4/C James Carlson ran for three hours straight, from 0000-0300.  An unforeseen injury kept 
MIDN 3/C Adam Frisch, who ran for nine hours last year, from participating. 

Tridentites collect money at Fieldhouse Mall. 



��� ����� ��
 � � �������������������! #"��$ %�&�'�)(!�+*$� ( �3,���* - �+�/031+132

 Midshipman Perspectives 

Page 11 

Chief ’s Space 
 

MIDN 1/C Chris Heck 
Midshipman “ Chief”  
 
Greetings Chief’s Space Readers!  I hope that you have enjoyed your semester thus far, and for the 4/C, I 
hope you’ re still stylin’ with your “GO IRISH”  garrison covers; don’t put them away, they’ ll be great 
additions to the Leprechaun Legion shirts during basketball season! 
 
Covering recent events, the Navy Ball was a great time had by all.  We impressed our dates by looking 
more than ship-shape in our uniforms (including the female mids)!  After a tasty salad, chicken piccata, 
and let’s not forget a chiefly cup of coffee, the dancing commenced.  There were many notable moves, but 
the best dance has to go out to Firsties McCarthy, Panos, Granatino, Biebl and Annen.  They started the 
night off on the right foot with their seemingly choreographed dance to “ I Dance by Myself”  (and indeed 
they did while their dates stood aside, their hearts practically pounding right out of their chests for these 
boogie-monsters).  In addition, MIDN 3/C Todd-Smith must be applauded for his dazzling solo break 
dancing performance.  He put his SDBs through moves that the SDBs never thought they’d see!  In hind-
sight, it’s no surprise that we all danced so well, with the Captain’s “blitzkrieg”  style PT, we are all in tip-
top shape! 
 
Speaking of PT, and the joys of feeling lactic acid pour into your muscles, it is afterwards when the true workout begins: Break-
fast.  Now, I have mentioned breakfast before, but unfortunately, living off campus doesn’ t allow me to partake of South Dining’s 
wondrous concoctions after PT.  Recently though, after one of the Captain’s grueling PT sessions, I managed to impress some 
mids (primarily MIDN 2/C Hiltz) with my knowledge of culinary design.  Now, while you should not use the following recipe 
often, unless you plan on failing both weigh-ins and rope-and-choke, but on rare (and I mean once a semester) occasions, it’s per-
missible.  I call it the “Chief Chomp”.  First, break apart two biscuits and delicately place the pieces on a plate.  Then, order scram-
bled eggs made to order with your choice of items added in.  While the eggs are cooking, break a few pieces of bacon over your 
plate.  Finally, place the eggs on top of everything, cap with gravy, and mix thoroughly.  This meal will probably fill you up for 
the remainder of the day, and quite possibly until the next morning.  And, despite having a belly as round as King Neptune’s, I’m 
still found frequenting the weight rooms of the Rock and the running along the lakeside trails.  No matter what you have for break-
fast, I encourage you to do the same. 
 
Until next time, remember, keep up with those dance moves for next year, and be creative in the dining hall, but not too often! 
 
Anyone interested in becoming a salty midshipman like 1/C Heck, feel free to contact him at anytime.  You could become the next author of “ Chief’s Space!”  

PAO’s Perspective 
 

MIDN 1/C Kate Lindsey 
PAO/Editor -in-Chief 
 
It didn’ t hit me until the final note of the Alma Mater faded into the crisp November air, the lights turned off one by one, and I left 
Notre Dame Stadium for the last time as a student.  The end, like finals, is just around the corner.  As I hurried across campus to 
South Dining Hall, I realized that I’d just experienced my last home football game, last jig, last Candlelight Dinner.  With just one 
semester left at Notre Dame, I am appreciating every day, taking advantage of all this place as to offer.  I encourage you all to do 
the same.  Go on at least one retreat.  Run around the lakes and stop at the Grotto.  Go to away games.  Stop at Starbucks on the 
way home from class, and just stop to look at the Dome.  Visit Father Ted in his office.  Build friendships that will last a lifetime. 
 
As the semester draws to a close, I would like to thank the following people for offering their time and talent to the last two issues 
of The Irish Pennant:  LCDR Dan Walsh, Mrs. Cathy Laake, Mrs. Jeannette Bybee, ENS Ryan Lynch, MIDN 1/C Andrew Hene-
bry, MIDN 2/C Michael Quisao, and last, but certainly not least, my staff.  Through hard work, dedication, and perseverance, y’all  
made my job easy.  It’s been a pleasure working with you all! 
 
Merry Christmas! 
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We need your help! 
Each year, NROTC Notre Dame publishes a yearbook, The Irish Wake, to memorialize Battalion events.  
In order to produce a high-quality annual with more than 50 glossy pages of NROTC Notre Dame memo-
ries, we rely on the generous donations of parents and friends of the Battalion.  If you would like to make 
such a contribution, checks (made payable to “Navy Marine Corps Council” ) can be mailed to: 

Irish Wake 
c/o Naval ROTC 

213 Pasquerilla Center 
Notre Dame IN 46556 

 
Three types of sponsorship are available: 
Blue Sponsor:  Contribution of $30 or less   
Gold Sponsor:  Contributions of $31-49 
Page Sponsor:  Contributions of $50 or more 
 
Blue and Gold Sponsors will be recognized by name on the last page of The Irish Wake.  Page Sponsors 
will have their name printed on the bottom of a page along with a personalized message; please include 
your message with your donation. 
 
All Wake sponsors receive a complementary copy of The Irish Wake. 


