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MICHIANA POINT OF VIEW B
Cruel ‘reform’ hurts
Immigrants and robs

our community

By LISA KoOP

ntil Indiana winters
wore it away, I used to

have a bumper sticker -

on my car that read, “No Hu-
man Being is Illegal.” With
that sticker, I hoped to convey
the message that being an
undocumented immigrant in

the United States does nat. ..

make a person, in and of her-
self, illegal. One cannot be an
illegal person. Or so !
thought.

Recently representatives
James Sensenbrenner, R-
Wis., and Peter King. R-
N.Y., introduced H.R. 4437,
a piece of enforcement-only
immigration reform legisla- -
tion that, if passed, could
make an undocumented per-
son’s very existence in our
communities a crime. It
could also allow the govern-
ment to prosecute almost any
American who helps or has
regular contact with undocu-
mented people. It would fur-
ther restrict our already dra-
conian immigration laws
and do nothing to alleviate
the over-burdened, under-re-
sourced immigration system
that currently exists.

Here in northern Indiana,
we witness the realities of
our current immigration
policies. We see the flesh-
and-blood repercussions of
our nation’s inhumane and
unbending immigration
laws. High school teachers
in our communities are frus-
trated because there is little
incentive for promising stu-
dents who are undocumented
to perform well in school.
Employers are unable to hire
capable workers who cannot
produce a valid Social Secu-
rity number.

Health care providers en-
counter undocumented pa-
tients suffering from pre-
ventable illnesses that have
gone untreated because there
are few resources available to

people ineligible for Medic- :
aid. Some community de\"ﬂ-
opment organizations are un-
ahle to provide housing for
families who cannot demon-
strate legal residence.

For most undocumented
people, there is no way to
gain status under the current
system. If an undocumented:
person has. a close family

.. Jpember with status,he of =
she is only in marginally Bet-

ter shape, Right now, a Unit-
ed States citizen will wait 13
years before her sister from
Mexico will be legally al-
lowed to join her in the Unit-
ed States. A lawful perma;
nent resident will wait neirly
seven years before he can be
reunited with his Mexican
wife.

‘We cannot ask people to
remain separated from their .
family members, nor can we
expect them to return to or
remain in their home coun-
ties when they are incapable
of providing for their families
in their native lands. B

To truly welcome all peo-
ple, we need true immigra:
tion reform. We need our rep-
reseptatives to understand
that enforcement-only immi-
gration reform, like H.R.
4437, will only drive undocu-
mented people further into
the shadows and rob us of
the gifts they bring to our
communities. :

Please call, email or write
U.S. Rep. Chris Chocola, R-
Bristol; and U.S. senators
Evan Bayh, D-Ind., and
Richard Lugar, R-Ind. Tel}
them northern Indiana is a
welcoming community arid
we want them to support the
kind of immigration reform
that recognizes reality and
celebrates diversity. We want
each member of our communi-
ty to have the ability to con-
ali ute to the betterment of us

* Lisa Koop is an Immigration lawyer
at the Notre Dame Legal Aid Clinie.



