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CASSOPOLIS — Intern law stu-

dents from the University of

Notre Dame are embarking upon
a program in Cass County de-
scribed as unique in the nation.

The interns will be working in
4th District Court helping defend
indigent defendants against mis.
demeancr criminal charges. The
program is a cooperative effort
involving the Notre Dame Legal
Ald Clinic, the court and the Cass
County Bar Association. -

hid represents the first time, at
least in southwestern Michigan
and bly the state and the na-
tion,- that law interns have been
involved with defending people

charged with criminal acts,
“It is unique in the United

States because federally funded
Legal Aid forbids interns to touch -

| either the prosecution or defense

in criminal cases,” explained -
Frank Booket, directoroftheND _

Legal Aid Clinic and a professor
of law,.

- “However, there I8 no federal
money. involved here and it is al-
lowed at Notre Dame. And, itisa

valyable help to us in the training:

of law students.”

Booker said Michigﬁn was the‘

first state in the country to permit
the use of interns in criminal pro-
ceedings,

Law students have been getting
on-the-job experience in the Cass
County Prosecutor's Office. They
also were involved in civil cases

through the Cass County Legal
| Ald Bureaun before it was discon-

tinued about four years ago.
1  However, the use of interns in
eriminal defense is a new experi-
| ment.

“It i8 a very serious matter to
be defending crirninal cases,” said
Booker. “But, if it is successful, we
may explore whether it is feasible
to expand their. use into circuit
court.”

Under the prograni which was
launched Friday with the swear-
ing in of five interns by District

will be working in his court;:

Distrlcl Judgo Paul Doats of

Jesus Salazar of New Mexlco and Todd Edwards of South Dakota.

" Judge Paul E. Deats, the students

will work under the supervision of

Cassopolis attorney Peter M. Kar--

lowicz and retived Berrien County
Circuit Judge Julian Hughes. -
Booker said Michigan law al-
lows the use of interns with con-
sent of the court. However, in-

"terns must work under the super-

vision of a practicing atforney,
who actually is responsible for
their work.

As the interns becomé more
proficient, their work load wﬂl be-
corme more varied,

Prosecutor Margaret Chiara

said she feels it i5 an excellent -

program. “It is a good experience
for students in dete the di-
rection of their legal career,” she
added.

“Baged on our experience, 1
have a very positive response to
offering law students criminal law
experience.”

And, she pointed out that Judge
Deats has been very supportive of
the intern program that has been
part of the history of the prosecu-
tor's office.

“We have benefited from hav-
ing law students in the office who

ist with the volume of cases,”
she ‘added. “And, they benefit
from the actial work experience.”

Chiara said interns from Noire
Dame and Valparaiso University
have worked in the office for
years, “Ours practice in all three
courts — probate, district and cir-
cuit -~ and some even have tried
jury cases.”
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,Caasopolls swears ln law mtarns from the University of Notre Dame who
From left are JoAnn Chavez ot Detroit, Mauresn O’ ailly of Vermont,

Karlowicz termed the program
very. heneficial for interns; be- |
cause “this is the nuts and bolts of |
courtroom experience.” f

Booker was director of the ND.
Legal Aid Clinic when it was start-;
ed 23 years ago. He introduced the
use of interns in Berrien County im
1988 and in Cass County in 1989.
After a seven-year absence, he}
took over the program again lasts
fall.

Law interns spedrheading t.he'
program will be third-year stu-
dent Maureen O'Reilly of Burling-
ton, Vt., and second-year students
Todd Edwards of Sioux Falls,
8.D, JoAnn Chavez of Detroit,
Robert Lennon of Kalamazoo, and
Jesus Salazar of Roswell, N.M.




