ND legal aid clinic opens office away from campus; -,

By Mike Magan

When one thinks of the University of °

Notre Dame, Inages of 2 beautiful cam-
pus, the Golden Dome and Touchdown
Jesus come 1o mind.

But Notre Dame’s- rich wadiion and
towering Gothic bulldings can be intimi-
dating to those who have never stepped
foot on a college campus.

Notre Dame Law School officlals de-

cided the ualities that usually
‘ dmwpeopl%mmpusmam:—
ally pushing away clients the school'’s
legal aid dlinic were looking to help.
m:lo. because of its g:ttmrlgg case Joad
amo! w students,
mlm dec(lﬁed to open up a
secord office away from the hallowed
halls of Notre Dame.
. The Howard and St. Peter Street clinicis
used to give students experience in deal-
ingwiththe court systemwhile providing
legaiservicestoarea residents who other-
wise couldn't afford it.
Clinic co-director and faculty member
Elleen M. Doren I8 in her fourth year of
service to the clinic and thinks the new
office couldn't have opened at a better
time, :

*Notre Dame Is a difficult place to get
amund,”* Doren said, *] think the law
school itself is somewhat an imposing
structure, and the viniversity canbe Intimi-
dating. Most of our clienis have had no
other reason to come to 2 university.”

Doren can recall sty to
clientsdirections, some of whom couldn't

read, to weave through the campus and
find} the clinlc.
“There’s a

lace to park, and
do thgl;geon’tknuw}mw

close ot far away they are,” Doren sakl. *It

was a trylng to give them in-
structionswhenl didn'tevenknowwhich
_ ﬁem.o’mmmmp\mﬂwywﬂlbemtedng

Bventhough the new office isonly four
or five bl from campus, it's
bigger aml easier to find and located right
on the metro bus-line,

Law achool dean David Link said an
additional office was needed for both the
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students and the clients.
' *The reason for opening anothet office

. wasacombinatonofneedingmore space

because there were more students inter-
ested in legal aid work, and it Is a better
way to serve the community,” Link said,

According to Link, the clinic has seena
large increase In
cause of the many fruit-picking jobs avail-
able In the area. Link says Mexican immi-
granis are attracted to the low-wage joba.

*There's a surprising amount of nmni-
gration work we have here,” Link said.
*Some of these peaple have been In the
United States ﬂ:;: some time but have
never gotten papers together. Some
of them have stayed and gone into other
types of work.”

‘Whether the clinicserves immigranisor
needy local cltizens, second- and third-
year students have provided legal aid 1o
the South Bend area for more than 20
years, Bach student handles an average
twoorthree casesforthe clinic in addition
to their full schedule of classes. Students
eam three aredit hours per semester for
their volunteer clink: work.

‘The majority of cases involve family
law, but the clinic is divided into six divi-
slons: court-appointed special advocates
for children, case screening commitiees
for the Indliana Civil Libenies Union, case
workers for the Center for the Homeless,
and Cass Courity (Mich.) misdemeanors.

Second-year student Julie. Douglas
thinks the clinic provides a valuable ser-
vice not only for her resume and experi-
ence but for the clients,

*Theclinkc glvesa pracicallooktowhat
ywdon’tleamlncl;z.’ Douglas said,
"We appear In couit before judges, argue
gotiate with other attomneys,
draft snemorandums; i's -

Douglas thinks the clinic
new role for itself since the clini’s emer-
gence in the neatby inner clty. Students
always got a hands-on education at the
campus-based clinic, but with bigger of-
fices and more student volunteers, the
clinic has assisted a record number of

- clients.

“The clinic Is much more accessible to
clients,” Douglas said. “They won't have
to find where it Is in the basement of the

P

immigration work be-

taww school, which itself 1s hard to find.*
AsDouglasknows, thebi

the more cases there will be to handle.

dinic last semester before the summer

openingofthenew office andhasnoticed
a big difference In client attitucles,

theolfice

onewith you"s = " "
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hete,” Douglas said. “I think that helps =
the environmient the students have to . *
work in, but clients feel mote comfort-.i; 1
able coming in here bécause theré lsa -

. private room for them to moeet ope-on-
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