NOTRE DAME CLINICAL PROGRAMS
FALL 2012 REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Dear Students,

	This memorandum sets out the Fall 2012 course offering and registration procedures associated with clinical offerings at the Law School.  Students enrolled in clinical courses receive training in the practical and ethical dimensions of client representation while working with real clients.  The clinical experience is typically one of the most rewarding aspects of law school and also one of the most demanding.

	As described in more detail below, we discontinued the combined registration process and combined classroom seminar approach to our clinics.  Instead, each clinical professor conducts an independent course tailored to the work of his or her unique clinical project.  Those changes are part of a broader transition through which the Law School seeks to expand experiential learning opportunities.  
	
	Given the recent changes, it is particularly important that anyone interested in registering for a clinical course read the following information with care.  

	 
POLICIES

Eligibility

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Second-year students are eligible to register for fall semester clinical courses. 

Registration Process

	There will be no general application process for Fall 2012 clinical courses.   All of the courses listed below will be available by the standard DART/InsideND registration process, except for Intellectual Property Law Clinic I (the “IP Clinic”), which will be by instructor permission.  

If you wish to register for the IP Clinic, please email Prof. Clifford (Jodi.Clifford@nd.edu) before the end of Thursday April 12th and include (i) your class year, (ii) whether you have taken or will be taking Professional Responsibility by Fall 2012, (iii) whether you have taken or will be taking any of the intellectual property pre- or co-requisites (Patent Law, Trademark Law, Intellectual Property Law Survey or Copyright Law), (iv) and a brief statement of why you wish to enroll.  Prof. Clifford will contact applicants by end of day Friday April 13th to let them know whether they are accepted to enroll in the class.




Pre-Requisites/Co-Requisites
	
	Professional Responsibility will be a pre-requisite or a co-requisite for all clinical courses except for Applied Mediation.   Students interested in registering for clinical courses in future semesters are advised to take Professional Responsibility in advance.  

	The Intellectual Property Law Clinic requires at least one of Patent Law, Trademark and Unfair Competition, Copyright Law or Intellectual Property Law Survey as either a pre- or co-requisite. 

Working in Other Law Offices/Public Defender Externship

	Due to potential conflicts of interest that may be difficult to identify in a timely manner
and that may significantly inhibit a clinic’s work, students generally may not work
in another law office or participate in the Public Defender Externship program at the same time
they are enrolled in a clinical course. In addition, before beginning their work in a clinic, students are required to disclose the names of law offices where they have worked in
the past or have offers to work in the future. Although conflicts of interest based on past or
future work are not common, there have been instances in which they have prevented students
from participating in a particular clinical course. Any prospective student who is concerned about such a potential conflict should feel free to discuss the matter in advance with a clinical faculty member.


Strict No-Drop Policy

	For all courses, the Clinic will enforce a strict no-drop policy. Any student who drops a clinical course after 9:00 am on the first day of classes will receive a grade of “F” for the course unless the student’s failure to participate and to timely drop the course is excused by the Office of Student Services for good cause shown.   


Time Demands

	Clinical courses are time-intensive.   Any student enrolling in a clinic must be prepared to devote a substantial amount of time to clinical work and must have a flexible schedule.  Student interns are expected to attend class meetings, attend regular one-on-one supervision meetings with a faculty member, and devote approximately 8-10 hours to their cases outside of class time. Demands may vary from week to week as case work ebbs and flows. Students are expected to be flexible and ready to meet the needs of clients. 






COURSE OFFERINGS

ECONOMIC JUSTICE CLINIC I (Law 75721, FOX) (T, Th 2:00-4:00): The Economic Justice Clinic is a 5-credit, letter-graded course providing training in basic lawyering skills, including interviewing and counseling, as well as ethics,  substantive law and procedural law. The classroom component of the course uses an interactive approach including lectures and mock lawyering exercises. 

This clinic focuses on consumer protection issues. The particular substantive law issues vary by semester, depending on client needs. Cases involve mortgage foreclosures, the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, common law fraud, and Indiana’s small loan statute, among other issues. Students often engage in drafting and defending summary judgment motions, discovery activities and can expect to draft and answer interrogatories, conduct and defend depositions, and participate in facilitated mortgage settlement conferences. Court appearances tend to be motion hearings, with an occasional trial.  


COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CLINIC I (Law 75721, KELLY) (T, Th 2:00-4:00):  The Community Development Clinic is a 5-credit, letter-graded course providing training in basic lawyering skills, including interviewing and counseling, as well as ethics,  substantive law and procedural law. The classroom component of the course uses an interactive approach including lectures and mock lawyering exercises.  

The clinic counsels and represents nonprofits, small businesses and social enterprises in South Bend and throughout Northern Indiana.  Students will offer transactional legal services to their clients in matters including entity formation, corporate governance, tax exemption recognition, risk management, finance arrangements and asset acquisition.



ECONOMIC JUSTICE CLINIC II and COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CLINIC II (Law 75723, KELLY, FOX): These clinics are a 3-credit, graded course open to students who have satisfactorily completed the Economic Justice Clinic I and Community Development Clinic I, respectively. These clinics allow students to progress to more advanced lawyering skills. Enrollment is by permission of the instructor. (Time TBA).


INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY CLINIC I (Law 75724, CLIFFORD)(,T Th 2:00-4:00):  
The Intellectual Property Clinic I is a 5-credit, letter-graded course providing training in basic lawyering skills, including interviewing and counseling, as well as substantive law. The classroom component of the course uses an interactive approach including lectures and mock lawyering exercises.  Through this course student will work directly with clients on intellectual property issues, such as patentability searches and provisional patent applications, trademark searches and registration, as well as intellectual property license issues and agreements.
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