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wighr King, head rescarch
libravian at the Kresge Law
Library of the Nowe Dame
Law Scheol, has a reputation
for being on the cutting edge
in Juis profession. During the
day, he coordinates the first-
vear Legal Research class,
helps faculty and studens
conduct their own research

- which could range [rom
finding the latest Supreme
Court decision on a particu-
lar topic all the way 1o in-
depth research on admiralty
law — and engages in his
own research and scholarship

8Y Kitry Cooney Hove,

to ensure that the Kresge Law Library
continues its chmb into the nation’s wp
cchelon of rescarch-class law libraries.

But “after hours,”™ all that changes.
When not tending 1o the needs of his young
familv. — he and wife Mary have four chil-
dren, Else, Matthew, Gabriel and Madeline
— or coaching a young soccer hopeful on
the fine art of heading, or perfecting his
own skills as a black belt in judo, or 1aking a
fong bike ride, Dwight King sits down at a
table in his family room, picks up a carving
tool, and transforms a rough picce of bass-
wood Into a work ol art.

“Istarted wood carving when Twas
about 12 years old.” says Dhwight. “My
grandfather and I decided to carve a
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Derringer out of an old picce of pine.”
Although he didn't pick up another carving
teol untl he was in college. Dwight has al-
wavs had a Jove of the art. I was particu-
larly interested in sculpture.” While in
college, Dwight ook up wood carving as

a way to reduce stress. [Us no wonder he
needed o find a velease. Dwight carned
three degrees from the Unwersity ol Michi-
gan in ¢ight vears —a B.A in 1977, a J.D.
m 1980, and an AMLL.S.in 198]. (And in
case vou weye wondering, in the fall, he
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roots [er who-
CVer signs my
pavcheck.”™)

Completely
sell-raught in his
wood-carving art,
Diwight now has
nearly 30 pieces
m his collection.
Some projects he
completes in a
weekend; others
have taken him
vears. T would
consider my
Noah’s Ark 0 be my best work so far. It
has taken me over three vears, and it's not
done yet! T stll have a few more animals o
add.” Duwight takes immense pride in eveny
project. He painstakingly carves cach piece
by hand, without the use of any power
rools.

He completed what he considers to be
his first “real” piece shortly after the hirth
of his first daughter. It's a carving ol Mary
pushing Llse in a baby carnage. It has re-
mained one of his favorites. Since that
time, he has created a unique piece for cach
of his children, cach capturing a different
chavactenistic of childhood. “All of my
pieces are special, but the ones for my chil-
dren are very precious to me.” says Dwight.
When asked if he has ever sold his work,
Dwight gring, “Only once, and it was one
of the hardest things I ever did. After
working so long on a particular picee, |
grow very attached o it 1uis really 100
hard o part with them.”

Dwight characterizes his work as “folk
art” — a term “generally reserved for those
of us who lack real talent,” jokes Dwight.
Altheugh noted folk artist and author Rob-
ert Bishop similarly describes folk art in his
book, AMERICAN FOLK SCULPIURE, as “[rc-
quently amusing because the artist is inca-
pable of realistic representation,” anvone
who has seen Dwight's work might wake

issue with such
a characteriza-
tion, Dwight's
picces are
vibrant and
whimsical, and
some are
extremely
detaled. His
articulated
alligator, for
example, has
individual teeth
carefully made
with small
picces ol wothpicks. Or his carving of wil
Mary aboard a bicvele, which has jointed
legs that actually propel the bike. Onther fa
vorites include the cowboy created for son
Matthew and the horse-drawn carriage cre
ated [or son Gabriel, which now sits on the
mantle.

Dwight doesn’t have an elaborate
workshop, nor does he hide away in his
garage to indulge in his late-night caning
cliort. “Actually, I find that [ de my best
work in the Garmily roam.” Mary supports
her hushand wheleheartedly, “Well, let’s
say that she’s extremely tolerant. Ir can ged
pretty messy at times.”

Although his children have taken som
interest in his work, Dwight isn’t rushing o
pass on his crall to them just vet. They lov
to watch him carve, but they're still 100
voung to work with the sharp tools. “\etu-
ally, thev're more interested in my judo. |
visited a neighborhood school recently o
talk to the kids about mv career. T spent a
few minutes on my position as a law librar-
tan, and a few minutes on my art. But the
thing that impressed the kids the most was
when [ threw” their teacher using a judo
move!”

And what is Dwight's newest project?
“Well, I've been inspired recently by an-
other member of our familv. It’s a carving
ol me waking our cat Jinx o the vet!”
Seems like there ought (o be a few cutting
cedges In that picee as well,






