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1990). This is consistent with the view expressed here that
the functional fan size is larger for older than for younger
adults.

Although the present study deals with the retrieval of
noncoherent, arbitrary facts, the findings have implications
for age-related differenges in the handling of everyday cog-
nitive activities, including discourse comprehension. To the
degree that older adults are more error prone or slower in the
online retrieval of target information into working memory,
they will be deficient in their ability to form critical linkages
during the actual presentation of discourse. Where the link-
ages provide critical conceptual information, this deficiency
means that older adults will be more likely than younger
adults to fail to accurately and completely comprehend text
materials (see, e.g., Zacks, Hasher, Doren, Hamm, & Attig,
1987). The present data demonstrate the existence of just
such retrieval problems on the part of older adults. We note
as well that the present theoretical orientation can be ex-
tended to account for individual differences among young
adults (cf. Gemsbacher, Vamer, & Faust, 1990).
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Appendix

Materials Used in the Experiment

Persons Activities

Executive cut the apple into six pieces

Writer put down a two-month security deposit
Pharmacist took the car for a short test drive
Doctor nervously waiched the tightrope walker
Minister ran at least four miles a day

Teacher found a spot to sunbathe at the beach
Judge decided to play chess with a friend
Anchorman got change from the laundry attendant
Clerk arrived at the train station early



