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We take the “average” of these two dates, which leads to the merging “date” of after July 1, 1975. 
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���A  ranges from 0-10 where 0 correspond to ‘no judicial independence’, ‘no 
trusted legal framework exists’, ‘no protection of intellectual property’, military 
interference in rule of law’, and ‘no integrity of the legal system’ and 10 correspond to 
‘high judicial independence’, ‘trusted legal framework exists’, ‘protection of 
intellectual property’, no military interference in rule of law’, and ‘integrity of the legal.  
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The operative word for this survey is "everyone." All states, from the most democratic 
to the most authoritarian, are through the UN system (Article 19 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights) committed to universality of information freedom-a 
basic human right. We recognize that cultural distinctions or economic 
underdevelopment may limit the volume of news flows within a country, but these 
and other arguments are not acceptable explanations for outright centralized control of 
the content of news and information. Some poor countries allow for the exchange of 
diverse views, while some developed countries restrict content diversity. We seek to 
recognize press freedom wherever it exists, in poor and rich countries as well as in 
countries of various ethnic, religious, and cultural backgrounds. The scale ranges from 
0 (Most free) to 100 (Least Free). �
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Dummy variable that equals one if the legislative election in the lower tier uses the 
modified borda count, zero otherwise. 
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Effective number of presidential candidates based on the formula from Amomim Neto 
and Cox (1997). 
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Median district magnitude in the lowest electoral tier. This is the district magnitude 
associated with the median legislator in the lowest tier. The median legislator is 
determined by finding the number of legislators elected in the lower tier and dividing 
by two. For further details on this variable see Amomim Neto and Cox (1997).�
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Dummy variable that equals one if the legislative election in the lower tier uses the 
modified Sainte-Laguë formula, zero otherwise. 
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Dummy variable that equals one if the legislative election in the lower tier uses the 
Sainte-Laguë formula, zero otherwise.� 
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2The indicator Environmental Governance include following variables: Percentage of total land area under 
protected status, Ratio of gasoline price to world average, Percentage of variables missing from the CGSDI “Rio to 
Joburg Dashboard”, Knowledge creation in environmental science, technology, and policy, IUCN member 
organizations per million population, Local Agenda 21 initiatives per million people, Corruption measure, Rule of 
law, Civil and Political Liberties , World Economic Forum Survey on environmental governance , Government 
effectiveness  and Democracy measure.  
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