Readings on the Former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe (Revised July 2009)

This is a list of possible readings, not broken down by individual country. Students should consult with an advisor to tailor it to their specific interests

The State

Steven L. Solnick. Stealing the State: Control and Collapse in Soviet Institution (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1998). 

Valerie Bunce. Subversive Institutions: The Design and the Destruction of Socialism and the State (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1998).

Ken Jowitt. New World Disorder: The Leninist Extinction (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993), chapter 8.

M. Steven Fish, Democracy Derailed: The Failure of Open Politics (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2005).

Venelin I. Ganev “The Separation of Party and State as a Logistical Problem: a Glance at the Causes of State Weakness in Postcommunism,” East European Politics and Societies, Vol. 15, No. 2 (2001), pp. 389-420.

The review section of the Czech Sociological Review, Vol. 44, No.6 (2008) with articles by Vanhuysse, Hanley, Grzymala-Busse, Gehlbach, and O’Dwyer on “Advances in the Study of Post-Communist States and Public Administration: Rebuilding Leviathan and Runaway State-Building.” (can be found on the Comparative Politics exam site)


Regimes and regime change

Timur Kuran, “Now out of never: The element of surprise in the East European Revolution of 1989,” World Politics, Vol. 44 (October, 1991), pp. 7-48.

Steven F. Cohen, “Was the Soviet System Reformable?” Slavic Review, Vol. 63, No. 3 (2004), pp. 459-488.

Philippe C. Schmitter and Terry Lynn Karl, “The Conceptual Travels of Transitologists and Consolidologists: How Far to the East Should They Attempt to Go?” Slavic Review Vol. 53, No.1 (1994), pp. 173-185.

Valerie Bunce, “Should Transitologists be Grounded?”  Slavic Review, Vol. 54, No.1 (1995), pp. 111-127.

Monika Nalepa, Skeletons in the Closet: Transitional Justice in Post-Communist Europe (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009).


Identity, ethnicity, culture, and religion

Ronald Suny, Revenge of the Past: Nationalism, Revolution, and the Collapse of the Soviet Union (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2003).

Kathleen Collins, “Political Role of Clans in Central Asia,” Comparative Politics, Vol. 35 (2003), pp. 171-190.

Daniel Treisman, “Russia’s Ethnic Revival,” World Politics, Vol.49, No. 2 (1997), pp. 212-249.

Henry E. Hale, “Divided we Stand,” World Politics, Vol. 56, No. 2 (2004), pp. 165-193.

Yoshiko Herrera, Imagined Economies (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2005).


Institutions and Institutionalism
Lucan Way, “Authoritarian State Building and the Sources of Regime Competitiveness in the Fourth Wave: The Cases of Belarus, Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine,” World Politics, Vol. 57, No. 4 (2005), pp. 231-261.

Michael McFaul, “The Fourth Wave of Democracy and Dictatorship,” World Politics, Vol. 54, No. 2 (2002), pp. 212-244.

Timothy Frye “Perils of Polarization: Economic Performance in the Postcommunist World,” World Politics, Vol. 54, No. 3 (2002), pp. 308-337.

Thomas Remington and Steven Smith, The Politics of Institutional Choice: The Formation of the Russian State Duma (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001).


Parties and Elections

Anna M. Grzymala-Busse, Redeeming the Communist Past (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2002).

Joel S. Hellman, “Winners Take All: The Politics of Partial Reform in Postcommunist Transitions,” World Politics, Vol. 50, No. 2 (1998), pp. 203-234.

H. Kitschelt, Zdenka Mansfeldova, Radoslav Markowski and Gabor Toka, Post-Communist Party Systems, Competition, Representation, and Inter-Party Cooperation (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1998).


Political Conflict (formerly Social Movements and Revolution)

Debra Javeline, Protest and the Politics of Blame (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2003).

Marc Morjé Howard, The Weakness of Civil Society in Post-Communist Europe (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2003).

Mark R. Beissinger, “Structure and Example in Modular Political Phenomena,” Perspectives in Politics, Vol. 5 (2007), pp, 259-276.

Graeme B. Robertson, “Strikes and Labor Organization in Hybrid Regimes,” American Political Science Review, Vol. 101, No. 4 (November 2007), pp. 781-798. 

