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Rev. Michael E. Connors, C.S.C., Th.D.
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Mailing Address:
Office: 234 Malloy Hall
Department of Theology
Phone: 574-631-3006
135 Malloy Hall                                                                                 E-mail: <mconnors@nd.edu>
Notre Dame, Indiana, 46556

Member of the Congregation of Holy Cross, United States Province.  Ordained to the priesthood in 1984.

EDUCATION
Doctorate of Theology (Th.D.) in Pastoral Theology awarded 1997 jointly by Regis College, the Toronto School of Theology, and the University of Toronto.

Concentrations: Western Christian Spirituality, Pastoral Theological Method, Faith and Culture.

Comprehensive Project: (David Tracy's Practical Theology and Its Implications for the Contextual Study of Small Communities in the Parish.(
Dissertation: (The National Pastoral Plan for Hispanic Ministry as a 


Strategy for Inculturation among Mexican Americans.(
Director: Carl F. Starkloff, S.J.

M.Div., University of Notre Dame, 1983.

B.A., Illinois College (Jacksonville, Illinois), 1977; summa cum laude; Phi Beta Kappa; Dean(s List all semesters; Illinois State Scholar.  Major: History and Political Science.

EMPLOYMENT
Director, John S. Marten Program in Homiletics, 2009 to present.

Associate Professional Specialist, Department of Theology, University of Notre Dame, since 2002.  Full-time member of the faculty since 1999; adjunct, 1997-99.  Courses taught:
· Preaching I
· Preaching II

· Preaching III
· Evangelization
· Holy Cross Spirituality and the Life of Virtue (co-taught with David Clairmont)

· Foundations of Theology (regular section and University Seminar)
· Experiencing God: Theology as Spirituality
· Field Education I (two semester sequence)
· Synthesis Seminar
· Initiation Ministry
Senior Faculty Chaplain, Campus Ministry, University of Notre Dame, 2015-16.

Director, Master of Divinity Program, Dept. of Theology, University of Notre Dame, 1999 to 2009.

Director of Fatima Retreat Center, Notre Dame, Indiana, 1996-99.  Responsibilities included leading retreats, planning programs, spiritual direction, all aspects of administration and development.

Associate Pastor, Little Flower Parish, South Bend, Indiana, 1984-89.  Responsibilities included Initiation, RENEW program of small group faith formation and leadership training, collaboration in many Pastoral Team projects, including parish fund drive and building renovations.

SERVICE
Successful grant proposal to the Lilly Endowment under its Initiative to Strengthen Preaching: “The Father William Toohey, C.S.C., Notre Dame Preaching Academy,” 2014-19.

Consultant to the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, Committee on Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vocations, on a new document on preaching (Preaching the Mystery of Faith, 2013), 2011-12.

President, Catholic Association of Teachers of Homiletics, 2012-14.

Vice-President and President-Elect, Catholic Association of Teachers of Homiletics, 2011-12.

Planning committee and keynote speaker, “‘To Set the Earth on Fire’: Effective Catholic Preaching,” conference to be held at Notre Dame, July 24-26, 2017.

Planning committee, “‘What We Have Heard and Seen’: Fostering Baptismal Witness in the World,” conference held at Notre Dame, June 22-24, 2015.

Planning committee, “To All the World: Preaching and the New Evangelization,” conference held at Notre Dame, June 25-27, 2014.

Planning committee, USCCB-sponsored conference on Preaching the Mystery of Faith: The Sunday Homily, held at Notre Dame, June 24-25, 2013.
Planning committee, “We Preach Christ Crucified: A Conference on Catholic Preaching,” conference held at Notre Dame, June 25-27, 2012.

Team Member, North America Forum on the Catechumenate, 2010 to 2013.  Assisted in these institutes: Initiation Ministries; Beginnings Plus; Concerning the Baptized.
Member of the Laetare Medal Committee, University of Notre Dame, 2004 to 2014.

Director, John S. Marten Program in Homiletics, 2009 to present.

Director, Master of Divinity Program, 1999 to 2009.

Chair, M.Div. Committee, 1999 to 2009.  Member of M.Div. Committee, 1997-99.

· Guided development of a Mission Statement for the M.Div. Program through the M.Div. Committee and Dept. of Theology, 1999-2000.
· M.Div. Program review, Fall 2000 through Spring, 2002.
· Development and implementation of M.Div. Learning Goals, 2002-09.

Advisory Board, Holy Cross Mission Center, 2006 to 2009.

Steering committee, Catholic Association for Theological Field Education, 2002-08.

Planning committee for inaugural Post-MDiv Symposium held at Notre Dame in June 2002, and for second Post-MDiv Symposium held at Notre Dame in June 2006.
Advisory Board, Notre Dame Vocation Initiative, 1999 to 2003.

Advisory Board, Alliance for Catholic Education, 1998 to 2004.

Search Committee, Center for Social Concerns, 2000-01.

Collaborated in planning, participation and follow-up of Theological Consultation on Small Christian Communities, Notre Dame, October 1996.

Teaching assistant to Prof. Robert Pelton, C.S.C., Notre Dame, 1995-96.

Teaching and research assistant to Prof. Ron Barnes, S.J., Regis College, Toronto, 1990-92.

PUBLICATIONS
Forthcoming monograph: “Put Out into Deep Water”: Deepening Parish Discipleship through Preaching with the Rites and Seasons of Christian Initiation.  Chicago, Illinois: Liturgy Training Publications, 2018.
Edited volume: What We Have Heard and Seen: Fostering Baptismal Witness in the World (papers from the 2015 Notre Dame preaching conference).  Eugene, Oregon: Pickwick Publications, Wipf & Stock Publishers, 2017.
Edited volume: To All the World: Preaching and the New Evangelization (papers from the 2014 Notre Dame preaching conference).  Collegeville, Minnesota: Liturgical Press, 2016.
Edited volume: We Preach Christ Crucified (papers from the 2012 Notre Dame preaching conference).  Collegeville, Minnesota: Liturgical Press, 2014.
Monograph: Inculturated Pastoral Planning: The U.S. Hispanic Experience.  Rome: Gregorian University Press, 2001.  Vol. XXI of the series Inculturation: Intercultural and Interreligious Studies; Arij A. Roest Crollius, S.J., and Daniel Madigan, S.J., series eds.

Book chapter: “Romero: A Homiletic Saint for Our Times,” in Robert S. Pelton, ed., Archbishop Romero and Spiritual Leadership in the Modern World (Lexington Books, 2015).

Book chapter: “Doctrinal and Catechetical Preaching,” co-authored with Ann M. Garrido, in Edward Foley, ed., A Handbook for Catholic Preaching (Liturgical Press, 2016).

Encyclopedia entries: “Bessette, Alfred”; “Burghardt, Walter”; “Congregation of Holy Cross”; “Craddock, Fred”; “Hesburgh, Theodore”; “Long, Thomas G.”; and “Sorin, Edward”; to appear in the Encyclopedia of Christianity in the United States, edited by Mark Lamport and George Thomas Kurian (Rowman and Littlefield, forthcoming).
Article: “Preaching Lent in the Year of Mercy.”  Church Life (February 2016).

Article: “Preaching Easter.”  Church Life (March 2016).

Articles: “Effective Catholic Preaching.”  Four-part series in Church Life (Sept. 2016-Jan. 2017).
Article: “Preaching as Worship: Progress and Ongoing Issues in Roman Catholicism.”  Church Life 2:3 (2013) 23-36.
Article: “A Future for Initiation? Some Challenges on the Road Ahead.”  Catechumenate 27:1 (January 2005) 2-17.
Article: (A Case Study Method for Theological Reflection in Field Education.(  Co-authored with Mark L. Poorman, C.S.C.  Journal of Supervision and Training in Ministry 22 (2002) 131-46.

Article: (The Experience of God in History: A Personal Journey into Liberation Spirituality.(  Grail: An Ecumenical Journal (Waterloo, Ontario) 7:4 (December 1991) 48-68.

Book review of Stephen B. Bevans, Models of Contextual Theology, rev. ed. (Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis Books, 2002),  appear in Mission Studies in January 2005.
Book review of  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Conrad Cherry, Betty A. DeBerg, and Amanda Porterfield, Religion on Campus (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2001), in Horizons 30:1 (Spring 2003) 174-5.
Book review of Kenneth G. Davis and Jorge L. Presmanes, Preaching and Culture in Latino Congregations (Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 2000), in Journal of Hispanic/Latino Theology 10:1 (August 2002) 78-80.
Book review of Joan H. Timmerman, Sexuality and Spiritual Growth (N.Y.: Crossroad, 1992), in the Toronto Journal of Theology 10:1 (Spring 1994) 146-7.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Catholic Theological Society of America

College Theology Society

Society for the Study of Christian Spirituality

Academy of Homiletics
Societas Homiletica

Catholic Association of Teachers of Homiletics

INVITED LECTURES AND ADDRESSES
“The Deacon as an Agent of Change in the Community.”  Assembly of permanent deacons of the Archdiocese of Saint Louis, October 4, 2015.

“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Preaching Good News: In Season and out of Season.”  Notre Dame Campus Ministry Four:7 Group, April 2010.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“The Beatitudes: Seeing with God’s Eyes.”  Two parish mission talks given at Little Flower Catholic Church, South Bend, Indiana, February 2008.
“Communio in the Presbyterate Today: Graces and Challenges.”  National Organization for the Continuing Education of Roman Catholic Clergy, February 2006.
(Believe and Be Healed.(  St. Joseph Parish Advent Vespers series, December 2002.

(A Multiple-Lens Case Study Method for Theological Field Education.(  College Theology Society Annual Conference, Experiential Learning and Theological Education Section, June 2001.

(Reflections on Mark S. Massa, S.J., Catholics and American Culture (Crossroad, 1999).(  College Theology Society Annual Conference, American Catholicism Section, June 2000.

(The Holy Spirit Sends Us Forth.(  Fatima Retreat Center, 1998-99.

(Journey to a God of Love.(  Sacred Heart Parish, Notre Dame, February 1999.

((Come and See!( The Person and Mission of Jesus Christ.(  Fatima Retreat Center, 1997-98.

(Facing the New Year with Hope.(  Fatima Retreat Center, January 1998.

((Each Year You Give Us This Joyful Season(: A Fresh Approach to Lent.(  Holy Maternity Parish, Dowagiac, MI, March 1997.

(Reflections on the Eucharistic Meal.(  Little Flower Parish liturgical ministers retreat, February 1997; also diocesan liturgical ministers training, Queen of Peace Parish, Mishawaka, IN, April 1997.

(What the Church Can Learn from the Tercer Encuentro and the National Pastoral Plan for Hispanic Ministry.(  Lecture for Prof. Robert Pelton, C.S.C.(s course, (From Power to Communion,( March 1996.

