
MICHAEL J. BAXTER, C.S.C.                                    COURSE SYLLABUS  
THEOLOGY 551/451                              SPRING 2001  

 
 
 
 

THE DYNAMITE OF THE CHURCH: 
 

RESOURCES FOR CATHOLIC RADICALISM 
 
 

SYLLABUS (PART 2) 
 
 
3/20  “WE CONTINUE OUR PACIFIST STAND”:  
  THE CATHOLIC WORKER DURING WORLD WAR II 
 
Assignment Dorothy Day, The Long Loneliness (pp. 263-273) 
  Dorothy Day, Selected Writings (pp. 261-270)  
     
 
3/22  ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 1:  

SHOULD  DOROTHY DAY HAVE INSISTED THAT ALL CATHOLIC  
WORKER HOUSES TAKE THE PACIFIST STAND? 

 
Assignment Mel Piehl, Breaking Bread (excerpts) [CP 1-5] 
 
Papers  Keara Coughlin, Carla Dejohn, Chrissy Mazurkiewicz, Luis Matos, 
   
 
3/27  ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 2: 

HOW VIABLE IS THE CATHOLIC WORKER VISION OF 
DECENTRALIZED LABOR AND GOING BACK TO THE LAND? 

   
Assignment Mel Piehl, Breaking Bread (excerpts) [CP 5-10] 
  John Cort, “The Catholic Worker and the Workers [CP 11-13]  
  Rosalie Reigle, “Harvest of Dreams: Catholic Worker Farms” [CP 14-19]  
 
Papers  Kevin Coleman, Michael Griffin, Joseph Lillis, Shawn Storer 
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3/29  EXCURSUS ON POLITICS: THE TRUE POLIS  

AND THE "POLITICS" OF THE MODERN STATE  
 

Assignment Dorothy Day, Selected Writings (pp. 187-203)  
Frederick Bauerschmidt, “The Politics of the Little Way” [CP 20-29]  

  Anthony Giddens, “Nation-states and violence” [CP 30-38] 
   
 
4/3  ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 3: 
  WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE? 
 
Assignment Dorothy Day, Selected Writings (pp. 165-168)  
  Dorothy Day, “Picture of a Prophet” [CP 39-46]  
  Rosalie Troester, “Protest and Resistance” [CP 47-64]    
 
Papers  Kathryn Ball, Lisa Buckingham, Scott Ford, Scott Hardy,  
 
 
4/5   ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 4: 
  SHOULD CHRISTIANS COOPERATE WITH THE STATE? 
 
Assignment Dorothy Day, Selected Writings (pp. 311-317)  

Robert Coles, “A Localist Politics” [CP 65-75] 
 
Papers  Brendan Egan, Katie Millar, Josh Warner, Brian Wolfard 
 
 
4/10  EXCURSUS ON SCRIPTURE: HOW TO READ THE BIBLE 
 
Assignment Nicholas Lash, “Performing the Scriptures” [CP 76-81] 

Daniel Berrigan, Isaiah: Spirit of Courage, Gift of Tears 
 
 
4/12  ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 5:   

READING AND ENACTING THE SCRIPTURES 
 
Assignment Daniel Berrigan, Isaiah: Spirit of Courage, Gift of Tears 
 
Papers  Catherine Bateson, Tisha Greenslade, Jim Madden, Luke McLellan,  

Carolyn Torson   
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4/17  ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 6: 
  CATHOLIC RADICALISM IN MARRIAGE AND FAMILY  
 
Assignment Rosalie Troester, “Families in the Worker” [CP 82-92] 
  Rosalie Troester, “Catholic Worker Kids” [CP 93-103] 
 
Papers   Victoria Bradford, Andre Duplechain, Allison Lloyd, Liza Naticchia, 
  Anthony Pagliarini, Matt Reisenauer, Mary Beth Stryker 
 
 
4/19  ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 7: THE PRACTICE OF HOSPITALITY  
 
Assignment Dorothy Day, Selected Writings (pp. 127-132)  

Rosalie Troester, “Hospitality” [CP 104-114]  
  Michael Garvey, Confessions of a Catholic Worker (excerpt)[CP 115-118] 
  Karl Meyer, “What Is To Be Done?” [CP 119-123] 
  Michael Baxter, C.S.C., “No Place Like Home” [CP 124-126]  
 
Papers  Rob Cellini, Anne Cooper, Kathleen Kloska, Nora Jones, Sarah Lasseter 
 
 
4/24  ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 8:  

THE CATHOLIC IDENTITY OF THE CATHOLIC WORKER  
    
Assignment Dorothy Day, Selected Writings (pp. 168-173, 346-349)  

Rosalie Troester, “The Worker and the Church” [CP 127-149] 
 
Papers  Doug Lawrence, Sheila McCarthy, Ben Peters, Steve Sanchez,  

Daniel Soldato 
 
 
4/26   EXCURSUS ON THEORY: “A THEORY OF REVOLUTION” 
 
Assignment Michael Baxter, “Blowing the Dynamite of the Church” [CP 150-159] 
 
 
5/1  CONCLUDING ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION:  

“AND IT IS STILL GOING ON”—  
THE FUTURE OF THE CATHOLIC WORKER  

 


