
Finding Cases By Subject

Using KeySearch on Westlaw and 

Topic Search on Lexis



Accessing KeySearch



KeySearch on Westlaw







- Select Jurisdiction

- Select type of material to find

- Add additional terms if desired



Results based on topic and key numbers





Topic or headnote on Lexis







-Select Jurisdiction

- Run a headnote search or full-text search



Results based on topics assigned to headnotes



Result of search for right of publicity under “Look for a Legal Topic”



Finding Cases By Subject

Full-text searching



Developing a “terms and connectors” search

1. Analyze the facts and develop issues

2. Determine which words and phrases should become part of the search

1. Develop a broad, medium, and narrow search

2. Run the broadest search you can (within reason)

3. Synonyms

4. Consider alternative forms of the word(s) and phrase(s)

1. Plural forms

2. Truncation

3. Hyphenated forms v. multiple words

4. Spacing with abbreviations (I.B.M.)

5. Determine the relationship between words and phrases

1. Connectors

2. Priority of connectors

6. Determine if fields/segments apply (especially sy,di on Westlaw 

and Overview on lexis)

7. Select the narrowest database possible



Westlaw Lexis
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Westlaw Lexis
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Natural Language Searching

Westlaw

Lexis



Basics of Natural Language Searching

Phrases go inside quote marks

Alternative terms follow the main terms in a parenthetical

Use of fields/segments

- Westlaw: Date, Court, Attorney, and Judge

- Lexis: all segments available

Specify mandatory terms

Connectors and truncation not allowed



Working with a known authority on Westlaw:



Click on the topic and key number



Selected topic and key number appear in box

Select 

jurisdiction

Add 

additional 

terms if 

desired

Include 

date 

restriction 

if desired



Results of topic and key number search



Click on the Most Cited Cases link



Most Cited Page



Most Cited Results



Working with a known authority on Lexis:



Lexis headnote dealing with the issue
Click on most specific blue 

headnote label



Using Headnote Topic

Click on

Topic Heading

in outline 



Topic Search Screen 

Added terms 



Option One Results 



Option Two Results



Lexis headnote dealing with the issue Click on the ALL icon



ALL icon search screen

Similar to topic except cannot enter additional search terms



Lexis headnote dealing with the issue

Click on More Like This Headnote link.



More Like This Headnote (natural language search)



More Like This Headnote results (natural language search)



More like This More like selected text



More Like This



LEXIS WESTLAW

1. Topic approach

2. Full-text search

1. Overview

2. Unrestricted

3. Headnote topic

4. ALL icon

5. “More Like This 

Headnote”

6. “More Like This”

7. “More Like Selected Text”

8. Shepard’s

3.Topic and Key Number

1. Most Cited Cases

2. Most recent first

4. KeyCite

Summary

1. KeySearch Approach

2. Full-text search

1. SY,DI(        )

2. Unrestricted



Terms and Connectors Query Worksheet

Analyze facts and create issues

Significant terms and phrases



Terms and Connectors Query Worksheet

Plurals

Truncation

Hyphenated

Abbreviations

Synonyms

Write all terms here then

add appropriate connectors

and fields/segments

Be sure to consider priority 

of connectors.


