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Step 1

Determine the public law and bill number of each law that contributed the relevant 
language.

. . . .





Locate the Relevant Public Law



Step 2a

Locate previously compiled legislative history information

A. Law Review articles and treatises

Nancy P. Johnson, Sources of Compiled Legislative Histories
(available in print and through HeinOnline.org)



Nancy P. Johnson, Sources of Compiled Legislative Histories (con’t)



LegalTrac or Index to Legal Periodicals

Online Catalog (Books)





Sample search:  freedom of access to clinic entrances w/25 legislative history

B. Court decisions



C. Looseleaf Services and specialized databases

For example:
ELI’s Environmental Law Reporter



Step 2b – Compile your own Legislative History

The ultimate reference source for legislative history: Congressional Information Service (1970 
– present)

C
IS   1994

C
IS   1994

C
IS   1994

Legislative
H

istories

A
bstracts

Index

CIS is an indexing/abstracting service for all 
Congressional publications. It also provides 
legislative history information for enacted 
legislation. Full text of all documents (except 
the Congressional Record debate) are 
available in the accompanying microfiche set. 
The annual volumes are divided into:

Legislative Histories – cites and compiles 
abstracts of all Congressional documents 
related to enacted legislation; provides 
references to full text in microfiche collection. 
From 1970 until 1984, legislative history 
information is in the back of the Abstracts
volume.

Index – indexes Congressional documents 
relating to all legislation by subject, title, 
document number, name of witness, etc. 
Provides reference to CIS document number 
for microfiche.

Abstracts – provides complete bibliographic 
description of all indexed Congressional 
documents; summarizes content; provides 
reference to CIS document number of 
microfiche.
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LexisNexis Congressional - CIS on the Web (subscription)

Locating by Public Law Number



LexisNexis Congressional (con’t)



LexisNexis Congressional (con’t)



LexisNexis Congressional (con’t)



CIS Index record for Committee Report



PDF copy of Report



Step 2c

Locate documents related to your bill and similar bills.



Thomas
1973 - present

Search for S. 636 in the 103rd Congress

Locate documents related to your bill and similar bills.







S. 636 on Thomas (cont.)



Text of bill



Search:
cite(s. 636)



Bills on Westlaw



ci(“s. 636”)



On Westlaw - USCCAN
Database: LH
Search: to(103-259)

2. Lexis Committee Reports
Database: Legal>Federal Legal-US>Legislative Histories & Materials>Committee Reports
Search: 103 h. rpt. 306

Locate documents related to your bill and similar bills.



Lexis
Alternative search: title(clinic entrances)

3. Committee Reports on Thomas



Thomas (con’t)

For example, Committee report associated with H.R. 867, 1997.



GPO Access (www.gpoaccess.gov)



Pre-1970 Legislative History
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