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THE LIFE OF A LIBRAR Y:  

 

 

ñColonelò William Hoynes is 
appointed first dean of the law 
school, and the few books he 
brought with him from Chicago 
constitute the library.  

 
 
 

The Law Department, located in 
the south end of Sorin Hall, has 
an ñexcellent library comprising 
2,500 volumes.ò ðColumbia 
Law Times, January 1889. 

 
 
 
 

ñAll the latest reports of State 
and Federal courts are in its 
shelves.ò ðLaw Department 
Bulletin, 1904-05. 
 

 
 
 

The library holds more than 
5,000 volumes but is very 
inadequate in working space. 
ðUniversity Bulletin, 1918-
1919. 

ñThe college of Law began a 
new era, when a new and well 
equipped building, [Hoynes 
College of Law, now Crowley 
Hall of Music] was provided for 
the exclusive use of the 
students of Law.ò ð1920-21 
Bulletin, 280.  

ñThe library has a capacity of 
twenty thousand volumes.òð
Prospectus and Announcement 
of the College of Law for 1920-
21, 1 NOTRE DAME L. REP. 54 
(1920). 
 
Later that year, the College of 
Law launches a campaign 
among its graduates to secure 
state reports published prior to 
Westôs reporter system. ð
Propaganda, 2 NOTRE DAME L. 
REP. 48 (1920). 

 
 

John H. A. Whitman, is 
appointed by Dean Thomas 
Konop, as the first law librarian 
of the growing 7,000-volume 
library.  He previously served 
the University as a professor of 
Latin and English. During his 
tenure as librarian he earned 
his law degree at Notre Dame. 

 
 
 

Dedicated on Oct. 7, 1930, the 
building on Notre Dame Avenue 
is constructed to house both an 
expanded law library and the 
law school.  ñEven more 
impressive than the courtroom 
is the large library on the 
second floor.ò ðThomas F. 
Konop, History of the Notre 
Dame College of Law, 6 NOTRE 
DAME LAW. 5, 21 (1930). 
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