Practicum in Child Maltreatment and Foster Care 
Application for Fall 2010
Name:__________________________________
Year in school:____________________________

Major(s):________________________________
Instructor
 
Prof. Kristin Valentino


574-631-0957

kristin.valentino@nd.edu


Introduction

This course is intended to expose advanced undergraduate Psychology students to the child welfare system and the effects of child maltreatment and foster care on child development.  

Course Structure:

Seminar

· Includes training on mandated reporting and the child welfare system, and discussion of current research on child maltreatment, foster care, child development, and developmental psychopathology.  

Practicum:

· The practicum portion of the course is designed to give students hands on experience with children in custody of the Department of Child Services in South Bend.  
· Each student in the practicum will be paired with a child who is currently placed in foster care because of substantiated child maltreatment.  
· The student will serve as a mentor to this child, and will spend 1-2 hours with the child twice weekly in the child’s foster home.  
· ***Students are responsible for transportation and must have availability to meet with their mentee
Course Work

· Students will keep a journal to detail their experiences with their mentee following every visit

· The final course paper is to synthesize students’ observations and experiences into a document with feedback and recommendations for the Family Case Manager

Applications are due on April 12th in my mailbox or slipped under my door in 128 Haggar Hall.  
Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability.

Pre-requisite coursework.  Students must have taken at least one of the following.  Please check all that apply:

	Course
	Yes
	No

	Developmental Psychology
	
	

	Abnormal Psychology
	
	

	Developmental Psychopathology
	
	

	Clinical Psychology
	
	


List any other previous coursework (aside from that listed above) that may be relevant to this practicum (i.e, Psychology courses, social policy,etc.)______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you have the transportation necessary to get off campus?
____
Yes

____
No

____
Maybe.  Please explain____________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Have you ever been dismissed, placed on probation, suspended from school or convicted of a crime other than a minor traffic offense? (You will need to pass a DCS criminal background check to be eligible for this class)
____  Yes
____  No

If yes, please explain_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please attach a short (half page single-spaced or full page double-spaced) description of your interest in this Practicum course.  Please include any relevant previous experience (i.e., with children or adolescents, at-risk populations, related research) and how this class fits into your personal or career goals.  
