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Spring 2001 PHI 520/420: LOCKE'S MORAL PHILOSOPHY
Professor: Dr. Kristin Shrader-Frechette Class Time: Wednesday, 5-7:30
Classroom: 108 DeBartolo Website:  http://mwww.nd.edu/~kshrader/courses

To help the professor learn everyone's name, quickly, please St in the same spot for every class. Also,
please bring a photo by class 2 or 3 a the latest, so professor gets to know you.

Place of Office Hours: Decio 309 (3gn-up sheet available on office door)

Professor's Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday: 3:15-3:45 p.m.; Wednesday 4:00-5:00 p.m.;
or any other day and time, by prior gppointment

Course Godls: to understand the mora philosophy of John Locke;
to evauate the ethical and epitemologica assumptions underlying his moral
philosophy;
to assess aternative perspectives on his mord philosophy.

Course Reguirements: active analyssin each class; 2 andytica papers; in-class presentation.

Course Textss  LET = Locke, Letter Concerning Toleration, Hackett, paper, $4.95
LN = Locke, Questions Concerning the Law of Nature, Cornell, cloth, $39.95
2T = Locke, Second Tresatise on Civil Government, Prometheus, paper, $4.95
ED = Locke, Some Thoughts Concerning Education, Oxford, $26.95
(plus aticles on reserve in library, such as those from Ashcroft (ed.), Locke: Critical
Assessments, 4 vols))

Badsfor Determining Course Grade:
75 percent, 3 short papers, as pecified later in syllabus
25 percent, in-class (verba) andysis of books and articles. be prepared to analyze a every class.

Find Grade: Students who wish to receive their grades immediately and/or to know how professor
computed grades should turn in a stamped, self-addressed envelope on the last day of
class.

Grading Procedures. (1) Please come to office hours, or make an gppointment by signing sheet on
professor's door, or see Dr. Shrader-Frechette at class. Shetypically will
not be answering e-mail quickly, because she is overwhelmed by hundreds
of messages. Be sure to ask questions (on previous materid) at beginning
of each class.

(2) Onal assgnments of any kind, the professor presupposes correct grammar
and spdling. Studentswill lose points for dl errors of spelling or grammar,
aswell asfor logica, conceptud, or factud errors made in any course
work. Students also will lose points for not adhering to the paper format.



Late papers. Because of the importance of tregting everyone equaly, the professor will accept no late

Paper 1:

Paper 2:

Paper 3:

papers unless the student notifies the professor, before the day and time of the deadline,
about persond/ family sckness or family desth. If students must miss class because of
something such as an athletic competition, they should turn in papers early, at the last class
before they leave, or they should send paper to class with another student.

Format for Three Papers.  Turn in two copies of each paper, but aso bring copies of
paper 1 and paper 3 for every member of class.

Argument Outline for Paper 2: The maximum length for this paper is 3 pages (2 pages of
text and one page of references). The text of this paper should contain only 10 clear,
concise, mesty argument-sentences. These 10 sentences should include, in order, the
sudent'sthesis, first argument for the thesis, objection to the first argument, response to
the first objection, second argument for the thes's, objection to the second argument,
response to the second objection, third argument for the thesis, objection to the third
argument, and response to the third argument. Students can refer to these 10 sentences
asT,Al 0Ol R1, A2 02 R2, A3, O3, R3. Theform for each of the sentences should
be: "Person X isarguably correct/incorrect/incom-plete . . . in holding/assuming, ignoring
... because Z." Follow format of paper distributed with the syllabus. Students may
choose any topic they wish, but paper 1 should be of thisform, that is, origind, andytic,
and not aresearch paper. Include 5-10 references on page 3 of paper and be sureto use
citation format for Philosophy of Science. Use only professiond references, and make
sure they are the best on the topic.  Single space within sentences; double space between
sentences. Do not exceed the page-length limitation.

Students should correct the outline for paper 1 on the basis of criticiams given and expand
the paper to 5 pages, double spaced, of text/arguments, plus 1 page of references, asin
paper 1. A paragraph or more should be added to develop/defend each of the 9
sentences of paper.

In-class presentation; use same format as for paper 1.



Outline of Lectures and Assgnments

DATE

TOPIC

ASSIGNMENT DUE TODAY

1-17-01

1A. Overview of course

1B. Lockes life and work

1C. Tensionsin Locke'swork

1D. Using the5logicd criteriaand
avoiding logical fdlacies

1. Readfirg hdf of LET.

1-24-01

2A. Lockesview of toleration

2B. Theethica and epistemologica
union of hisviewson toleraion

2C. Critical andlysis of Locke on
toleration

2. Read second half of LET.

1-31-01

3A. Comparing Locke and Aquinas on
toleration

3B. Comparing Locke and Macintyre
on toleration

Paper 3: Who is more correct, Locke
or James Proast (" The Argument
of the Letter Concerning
Toleration")?

3. Read 2T, chs. 1-2.
Read LN, first third.

2-7-01

4A. Locke on natura law
4B. Macpherson on Locke on NL
4C. Critical evaluation of 4A and 4B

Paper 3: Who is more correct about
Lockestheory of naturd law,
Parry, Dunn, or Grant (Ashcroft
11, chs. 36-38)?

4. Turnin paper 1.

2-14-01

5A. Evauation of paper 1.
5B. Criticd evduation of Locke on
naturd law.

Paper 3. Are Oakley and Urdang right
inthar voluntarigt view of Locke
on naturd law (Ashcroft 11, ch.
18)?

5. Read LN, second third.




Outline of Lectures and Assgnments

DATE

TOPIC

ASSIGNMENT DUE TODAY

2-21-01

6A. Criticd evauation of Lockeon
naturd law.

6B. DoesLocke have a partisan
concept of mordity or does
naturd law precludeit?

Paper 3. I1sByrnes utilitariary
developmenta account of
Locke's natural law correct
(Ashcroft 11, ch. 17)?

6. Read 2T, ch. 3.
Read LN, third third.

2-28-01

7A. What is Lockesview of davery?

7B. What is Locke's view of human
rights?

7C. Critique of 7A and 7B.

Paper 3: Who is more correct on
Lockesview of rights, Strauss
or Simmons (Ashcroft 111, chs.
42-43)?

7. Read 2T, ch. 4.

3-07-01

8A. What is the epistemic basis for
Locke's view of property?

8B. Mistaken viewsof Locke on
property.

8C. Critique of 8A and 8B.

Paper 3: Is Macpherson right about
Locke on property?

8. Turnin paper 2.

Read C. B. Macpherson, The
Political Philosophy of
Possessive Individudism or
secondary accounts of it.

3-14-01

SPRING BREAK

SPRING BREAK




Outline of Lectures and Assgnments

DATE TOPIC ASSIGNMENT DUE TODAY
3-21-01 9A. What would Locke say about 9. Read 2T, chs. 6-7.
contemporary property rights? Read James Tully, A Discourse on
9B. What iswrong with severd views Property or secondary
of Locke's property rights? accounts of it. Read S-F article
on Locke.
Paper 3: IsTully right about Locke on
property?
*
3-28-01 10A. What isLocke's view of 10. Read 2T, chs. 8-13.
paterndism? Read Hume, " Of the Origind
10B. Critique of 10A. Contract"
10C. What isLockesview of the
socid contract?
Paper 3. IsHume's evauation of the
socid contract defensible?
*
4-4-01 11A. Isthe Lockean socid contract 11. Read 2T, chs. 14-19.
fictiona or red? Isthe Lockean
date of nature fictiond or red?
11B. Criticiam of Locke's contract.
Paper 3: Who hasamore plausble
view of Locke's contract, Ryan
or Hundert (Ashcroft 111, chs.
55-57)?
*
4-11-01 12A. Wheat is Locke's view of consent, | 12. Reed ED, first third.

especidly tacit consent?
12B. Critique of 12A.

Paper 3: Is Sdiger (Asheroft 111, ch.
64) correct about the
revolutionary nature of the
vehicle of consent?

Re-read 2T, chs. 8-19.

Outline of Lectures and Assgnments




DATE

TOPIC

ASSIGNMENT DUE TODAY

4-18-01

13A. What is Locke's notion of
"prerogative'? discretionary
power?

13B. Application of 13A today.

13C. Locke'sviews on virtue—the end
or god of education.

Paper 3. Can Locke reconcile hisview
of mgority rule with his account
of human rights? How?

13. Read ED, second third.
Reread 2T, ch. 14.

4-25-01

14A. What is Lockés view of tyranny?
of sovereign immunity?

14B. How is 14A applicable today?

14C. Critique of 14A.

Paper 3: IsLocke's notion of the tabula
rasa and individudigtic knowing
in the Essay condstent with the
socid account of knowing given
in ED (Ashcroft 11, chs. 27,
29—Neil, Spdlman)?

14. Read ED, third third.
Re-read chs. 16-19 of 2T.

5-2-01

15A. IsLockesview of therole of
virtue in mora theory defensble?

15B. IsLockesview of the socid
virtues defensble?

15. Have ahappy summer!




