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To whom letters will be sent: 
 
Primary Recipient: Pennsylvania State Representative of the Environmental Resources and 
Energy Committee 
The Honorable Camille George 
38B East Wing 
PO Box 202074 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2074 
 
Secondary Recipients 
Pennsylvania State Representative from my district 
Hon. Harry Readshaw 
122 Irvis Office Building 
PO Box 202036 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2036 
 
Pennyslvania State Senator and Chairperson of the Senate Environmental Resources and Energy 
Committee 
Hon. Mary Jo White 
1140 Liberty Street  
Franklin, PA 16323  
 
Pennyslvania State Senator and Member of the Senate Environmental Resources and Energy 
Committee 
Hon. Andrew E. Dinniman 
One North Church Street  
West Chester, PA 19380  
 
Pennsylvania State Representative on the Environmental Resource and Energy Committee 
Hon. H. Scott Conklin 
101B East Wing 
PO Box 202077 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2077 
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Maura Nowalk 
4594 Doverdell Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
April 4, 2007 
 

April 19, 2007 
 
The Honorable Camille George 
38B East Wing 
PO Box 202074 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2074 
 
Dear Representative George:  
 
As a resident of Pennsylvania, I became very concerned when I discovered that about 30,000 pounds of 
mercury are released into our Commonwealth each year.  Mercury release is an issue of concern 
because as a heavy metal, it can cause significant damage to neurological, respiratory, and 
gastrointestinal systems when consumed even in small quantities.  Mercury has especially harmful 
effects in children and developing fetuses who are exposed to it prenatally (Appendix A). 
 
Although the 2007-2008 legislative session in the Pennsylvania State Legislature has brought forth a 
proliferation of proposed legislation regarding mercury, no proposed legislation exists regarding car 
switches, a major source of environmental mercury input.  Removing and recycling car switches would 
reduce mercury emissions in Pennsylvania without creating a large economic burden to the state 
government (Appendix B). 
 
I ask that you consider proposing a piece of legislation in the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
requiring the removal and recycling of mercury-containing car switches in junked automobiles.  
Although at least twelve states have passed legislation regarding this issue, I believe that Maine’s 
legislation might be the best after which to model legislation for Pennsylvania.  I have attached a copy 
of Maine’s statute (Appendix C). 
 
Thank you for your consideration of my request in this matter.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Maura Nowalk 
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Appendix A 
 
1. The United States Environmental Protection Agency, in its 2001 Toxic Release Inventory for 
Pennsylvania, reported that a total of 31,108 pounds of mercury were released that year into the 
environment (2001 Toxic Release Inventory, US Environmental Protection Agency, 
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/pollprev/tri/PA2001.pdf). 
 
2.  The United States Environmental Protection Agency provides information on the health effects of 
consuming any of the three forms of mercury present in the environment.  Among the mentioned 
effects are reduced neurological, cognitive, gastrointestinal, respiratory, and kidney function (“Health 
Effects: Mercury.” United States Environmental Protection Agency. 1 April 2007.  
http://www.epa.gov/mercury/effects.htm). 
 
3.  In 2005, a study was published in Environmental Toxicology and Pharmacology regarding low-dose 
mercury toxicity.  The study found that in adults, low-dose mercury levels result in memory loss, 
disruption of motor function and decreased muscle strength, increase in plasma creatinine levels, 
alteration of normal cardiovascular homeostasis, decrease in immunity, and a decrease in fertility in 
both men and women (Zahir F., Rizwi S.J., Haq S.K., Khan R.H. 2005. Low dose mercury toxicity and 
human health. Environmental Toxicology and Pharmacology. 20:351-360. 
 
4. A study published in the American Journal of Industrial Medicine on methylmercury and mental 
retardation found that 3.2% of annual cases of mental retardation result from prenatal exposure to 
mercury (Transande L., Schechter C.B., Haynes K.A., Landigan P.J. 2006. Mental retardation and 
prenatal methylmercury toxicity. Am Journal of Industrial Medicine. 49:153-158. 
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Appendix B 
 
1.  A study conducted by the Michigan DEP found that each mercury-containing switch contains about 

0.8 grams of mercury (“Michigan Mercury Switch Study.” 2 Dec. 2002. Department of 
Environmental Quality. 9 Feb 2007. http://www.deq.state.mi.us/documents/deq-ess-p2-mercury-
michiganswitchstudy.pdf.).  This is a significant finding because: 

• The Pennsylvania DEP calculated that vehicles across the nation contain about 700 tons of 
mercury (“Mercury Switch.” Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. 2 
April 2007. http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/pollprev/mercury/mercuryswitch.htm).  

• The Clean Car Campaign used ORNL’s Transportation Energy Book Edition 21 and 
Ward’s Automotive Sales data, along with the Michigan switch study to calculate the 
amount of mercury released annually in Pennsylvania due to mercury-containing switches.  
Their total estimate was 780 pounds of mercury released (“Mercury in Vehicles Update: 
Automotive Mercury Releases to the Environment Reaches Record Level.” Clean Car 
Campaign. 9 Feb. 2007. http://www.cleancarcampaign.org/Mercury_April_2004.pdf). 

• The Pennsylvania DEP states that the amount of mercury in one switch (about 1 gram) can 
contaminate an entire lake, ultimately affecting citizens who consume water and fish from it 
(“Mercury Switch.” Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection. 2 April 2007. 
http://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/pollprev/mercury/mercuryswitch.htm ).  

 
2. The Michigan Mercury Switch Study also recorded the average time for each vehicle switch 
removal.  Although it is a two-step process, the average total time of removal was less than 95 seconds 
(“Michigan Mercury Switch Study.” 2 Dec. 2002. Department of Environmental Quality. 9 Feb 2007. 
http://www.deq.state.mi.us/documents/deq-ess-p2-mercury-michiganswitchstudy.pdf.). 
 
3. In the mercury switch removal statutes of other states, such as Maine, vehicle manufacturers are 
required to provide financial compensation to the automobile recycling firms for taking the additional 
time to recycle mercury-containing switches (Maine State. 1999. Maine Revised Statutes Annotated 
[38 MRSA 1665-A]).  This type of legislation is agreeable to most parties involved because: 

• The state environmental agency would not be responsible for providing the funds to 
compensate automotive recyclers and used parts dealers, and therefore it would not need 
to raise taxes or reallocate current funds. 

• Both the Alliance of Automotive Manufacturers and the Automotive Recyclers 
Associations have committed themselves to helping with the mercury switch removal 
process.  It is therefore likely that the auto manufacturers will be willing to provide 
compensation to automobile recyclers who remove mercury switches, and these 
recyclers will likely accept this compensation (“Automakers implement Michigan 
Mercury Switch Program.” 5 Mar. 2005. Alliance of Automotive Manufacturers. 10 
Feb. 2007 
http://www.autoalliance.org/archives/archive.php?id=187&cat=Press%20Releases,  
“Waste Management: National Vehicle Mercury Switch Removal Program.” 
Automotive Recyclers Association. 2 April 2007. 
http://ara.timberlakepublishing.com/content.asp?contentid=497.) 

• Citizens of the state will benefit from legislation requiring the removal of mercury-
containing switches because their environmental mercury consumption will be reduced 
due to decreased mercury inputs. 
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APPENDIX   C 
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