
 
 Economics 43550, Economics of the Family     Prof. Kasey Buckles  
 

Course Project 
Due on Wednesday, April 29 at the beginning of class. 

 
For the course project, you are to write an empirical paper investigating an original research 
question in the area of the economics of the family. This will involve descriptive data work, 
regression analysis, and advanced econometric techniques as appropriate. The goal is to do a 
thorough analysis that addresses issues of data quality, sample selection, and causality. You will 
rely heavily on material from Econometrics (EC 30331), and will also use the statistical software 
package Stata. You will be responsible for obtaining your own data, likely from a publicly 
available government data source.  
 
The project must have a clearly defined research question and must employ analytical methods 
examined in this class such as regression analysis. This project could take many forms. For 
example:  
 

1. Carefully document an important and not well-known fact/pattern/trend about families 
using data from publicly available sources. 
 
2. Replicate and extend existing analyses in the empirical literature.  
 
3. Conduct independent and original analysis that attempts to document the causal effect 
of some event/policy/situation on families/people. 

 
Throughout the semester I will give assignments that will guide you in the development of your 
project. Before spring break you should have completed two of the most difficult parts of the 
assignment—identifying a research question, and obtaining your data. After the break, you will 
begin to produce results, outlines, and a draft.  On multiple occasions, we will discuss the 
projects in class and share work. 
 
Your work will culminate in a 10-15 page research paper (double-spaced, 1 inch margins, 12 
point font).  I strongly encourage you to develop your paper (in class or afterwards) with the goal 
of submitting for the Bernoulli Prize for outstanding quantitative research papers.  This year’s 
deadline will be in early April, but you may also submit papers for next year’s competition. 
 
Although not all papers will necessarily fit into the same structure, the following outline is 
presented as a guideline.  
 

1) Introduction  
a. Present research question  
b. Explain why this question is interesting  
c. Provide a brief summary of findings  

 
2) Background  



a. Discuss the important economic issue  
b. Explain how it relates to family economics or how it contributes to the existing  
literature on this topic  

 
3) Data  

a. Describe the data  
b. Present descriptive statistics 

 
4) Methods  

a. Explain your identification strategy  
b. Describe any potential limitations with your analytical approach  

 
5) Results  

a. Present your main findings  
b. Discuss limitations of these findings  

 
6) Discussion/Conclusions  

 
Your final papers should look much like the papers we read in class. Label sections and format 
tables and figures accordingly.  
 
Additional Notes  
 
Please remember that the website has many resources that should be useful to you—a Stata 
guide, a guide to reading empirical papers, example .do files and .log files, etc.  Stata also has 
useful help documentation and an extensive online community, so don’t be afraid to use google 
to try to find a solution to your problem!  I am also happy to help during office hours (no 
appointment needed), or at other times by appointment.   
 
I highly recommend that you maintain log files and do-files that record your work. I will not ask 
you to submit them with your final paper, but if you ever want to discuss your work with me they 
will be helpful. They will be very valuable to you as well—it takes some time to learn to use do- 
and log-files effectively, but I promise they will make your life easier!  
 
If you have Wooldridge’s Introductory Econometrics, Chapter 19 can be a great resource for 
doing your own empirical research. 
 


