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Mobility Research Project for SBCSC


Components of the Student Migration Research Project

Each student is required to participate in one of the components of the overall research project described below.  Please note that I will consult with all each of the groups and keep it members moving in the right direction.  Also note that I use the terms student mobility, student migration, and school switching interchangeably.  

Below I provide brief descriptions of the components to help you choose one to satisfy the research requirement of our course.  Please feel free to ask questions that will help you choose a component.  

Component 1: Estimate the impact of mobility with statewide corporation and school data.

This exercise involves testing the hypothesis that student achievement levels (aggregated at the corporation and school levels) are negatively correlated with student migration as measured by mobility rates.  Students will specify a model and fit it to data from an extract they create from databases available on line at the Indiana Department of Education website.  They will report their findings in a paper to be shared with South Bend Community School Corporation (SBCSC) administrators. 

Component 2: Estimate the impact of mobility with SBCSC data.

This exercise is identical to that in Component 1 except that the extract will pool cross-section data for schools in the SBCSC over several years.  Note that different estimation techniques could be required.  The resulting estimates will be specific to the SBCSC.    

Component 3:  Develop questionnaires for schools to give to parents who move their children during the school year, and for in-home interviews.

This component grows out of a specific request from the SBCSC.  Before compiling a questionnaire, students would need to interview school officials to determine what data would be most useful, and to research questionnaires used elsewhere by other researchers.

Component 4:  Conduct in-home interviews of parents whose children have switched schools. 

Like Component 3, this exercise is included at the request of the SBCSC.  Students would first learn interview techniques at ND and then conduct in-home interviews with parents whose children changed schools.  The SBCSC will approach the parents about the interviews, and students would always work in pairs.  

Component 5: Analyze recent changes in Illinois state law regarding eligibility for welfare payments to determine if these changes could motivate low-income families to move their children into the SBCSC.

This exercise combines Internet research with interviews of local welfare officials to determine if recent influx of children from low-income families could have been precipitated by changes in Illinois welfare rules.  The expected product is a paper describing these changes and comparing the laws between Illinois and Indiana to determine if there is truly a financial incentive that could account for migration between these states.  Some reading of the research on welfare migration would be required.   

Component 6:  Investigate measures other schools have taken to reduce mobility.

This exercise will involve library research primarily, but may also include telephone interviews with administrators at other schools and researchers elsewhere.  The product of this component will be a paper reporting findings.

Component 7:  Provide a graphical cluster analysis of school switching in the SBCSC. 

This maybe easier said than done because I’ve never done it.  Willing to learn something new, I’m investigating how to accomplish it.  The goal is a visual representation that identifies the most frequent paths of migration within the SBCSC. Please indicate tentative interest and also select an alternate component.
Component 8:  Gather data on the experiment involving Madison and Muessel schools attempt to keep children in the original schools after families move out of district. 

I’ve listed this component last because I mentioned it in class, but I am becoming convinced that it will not be profitable for us.  Our analysis would depend on the cooperation of numerous administrators within the SBCSC, and my latest communication from the principal of Madison was discouraging.  I think we had better shy away from this, at least until our SBCSC collaborators urge our involvement. 

