
Professor James J. McKenna, Ph.D. 
 
Awards and Honors: 
 
2004   Moira Whitehead Memorial Lecturer. Grand Rounds.  

Pittsburgh Children’s Hospital. “SIDS, Breast Feeding and Co-sleeping”. 
October 20, 2004. 

 
2004   Distinguished Lecturer, World Mental Health Association. University of 

Melbourne, Australia. January 14-18. Melbourne, Australia. Lecture: 
“Controlled crying: Social Ideology Masquerading As Science”  

 
2004-06  Elected:  Executive Committee Member–At-Large: Biological    Anthropology 

Section, American Anthropological Association. 
 
2003-2004 Kaneb Faculty Teaching Fellow Appointment, University of Notre Dame 
 
2004  Distinguished Presenter Award. Washington D.C. Presented by District of 

Columbia Child Fatality Review Committee. October 2, 2003     
 
2001     Awarded Edmund P. Joyce CSC (Endowed) Chair in Anthropology  
 
2001  Phi Beta Kappa (Elected) San Diego State University, April 2001 
 
2001  Distinguished Visiting Scholar Advanced Institute, University of Western 

Australia. Perth, Australia. Presented public lectures and university lectures on 
the topic of: The Role of Evolutionary Studies in Medicine.  

 
2000  Thomas Madden Teaching Award, University of Notre Dame Excellence in 

Teaching First Year Students. 
 
2005, 2000, Kaneb Award for Distinguished Teaching, Arts and Letters, University of 

Notre Dame 
 
2000   Inaugural Invited Guest and Lecturer, in celebration of the opening of the 

University of Durham, England, Parent-Infant Sleep Laboratory (Stockton 
Campus). Laboratory Opening.  April 15, 2000, Co sleeping, Breast Feeding 
and SIDS: It’s Only Biology. 

 
1994-97 Elected Executive Committee, Society for Medical Anthropology 
 
1995  Honored Lecturer Norwegian SIDS Society Oslo, Norway, November 4, 1995 

Celebrating 10th Anniversary 
 
1995    Endowed Chair by Pomona College: Edwin and Margaret Hahn Chair of the 

Social Sciences  



 
 
1991-93 Shannon Award:  National Institutes of Health, with Dr. Sarah Mosko 

($100,000)  (for  innovative research on mothers and infants)  
 
1991-93 Elected as Member-at-Large, Executive Committee, Central Division,  

American    Anthropological Association 
 
1980, 1984, 1988, 1992 (each time eligible) Pomona College Wig Award for 
Distinguished Teaching 
 
1990   William Lauffer Distinguished Visiting Professor of Psychiatry and Lecturer, 

Bradley Hospital at Brown University (first anthropologist so appointed) 
 
1975  Luther Cressman Award, University of Oregon, Department of Anthropology 

(Best Graduate Student Paper) 
 
1970 Washington, D.C., Student Congressional Intern Fellow, House of 

Representatives (summer)  
 
1966 Sportsmanship Award, Presented by graduating class of 1966, Mt. Diablo High 

School, Concord, California 
 


