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AXEN WLEDIG* was emperor of Rome, and he was the
fairest man, and the wisest, and the best suited to be
emperor of all his predecessors. One day he was at a coun-
cil of kings; and he said to his companions, ‘I want 10 go hunting
tomorrow’, he sad.

Early the next day he set out with his retmue, and they came to
the valley of the river that fiows down to Rome. He hunted the
valiey yntl it was noon. Morcover, with hon that day were thaty
crowned kings, vassals of his. It was not so much for the pleasare of
hunting that the emperor hunted for that length of tme, but
because he had been made a man of such high rank that he was lord
aver all these kings. The sun was high in the sky above his head, and
the heat was great, and Maxen fell asleep. His chamberlains® pro-
him. They placed a gold-chased shield under his head; and 30 the
emperor slept.

And then he had a dream. This was his dream, that he was travel-
ling along the river valley to its source umtil he came to the highest
roountain he had ever seen, and he was sure that the mountam was
as high as the sky. As he came over the mountain he could see that
seen, on the other sade of the mountain. And be could see grear, wide
rivers flowing from the mountain to the sea, and he was travelling to
the sea-fords and the rivers. After ravelling in this way for 2 Jong
ame, he came to the mouth of a great river, the widest that anyone
had seen, and be could see a great city at the mouth of the niver, and
a grest wall around the cty with many great towers of different
colours. At the mouth of the river he saw 2 feet, and that was the
lwrgest ficet he had cver scen. Among the ficet be saw 2 ship whach
wa much larger and fairer than sy of the others: of s ssch of &
that be could sce sbeve the wates, one plank was of gold and dhe next
was of siver. He smw 2 bridge of whalchone fromm the ship © the




