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Recent changes in the Manitoba chemistry curriculum have included outcomes that outline the historical development of concepts such as the behaviour of gases, atomic structure, acid and base chemistry and electrochemistry.  Many of these outcomes include the contributions of scientists, but omit the conflict and controversies that contribute to development of the concepts.  Michael Apple, a curriculum theorist, suggests that the omission of conflict and controversy results in a hidden curriculum that encourages students to passively accept the status quo or believe that change can only be accomplished through proper channels. The absence of stories of conflict and controversy also give students an inaccurate view of the nature of science.  A unit consisting of a series of interactive vignettes has been developed for Manitoba teachers that include the conflicts and controversies in the historical development of our understanding of gas behaviour.  The stories and activities help students discover the nature of gas behaviour, the particulate explanations for the behaviours and the human interactions that contributed our understanding of these concepts.  By using history as a context for understanding the human interactions and struggles associated with the development of chemistry ideas, students could develop a better understanding of the nature of science and a deeper conceptual understanding of chemistry concepts. 
