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USA 
Science and religion exhibit multiple relationships.   Some connections create stress, and tension between science and religion represents a significant chapter in our cultural heritage.  Truth, knowledge, and their relation are central to science and religion and to their interaction.  In religion, truth is revealed through God’s word.  In science, truth is sought after via empirical methods.   Discord becomes a competition for social legitimization in explaining the world and how it works.  Under this view, the root of the discord is truth as correspondence, the notion that knowledge corresponds to reality.  The problem of the criterion, however, suggests that seeking to know nature as it is represents a fruitless endeavor.  This discord can be set on new ground and resolved by taking a moderately skeptical line of thought, embracing truth as coherence, and adopting a moderate form of constructivism. Quantum mechanics, evolution, and research on human consciousness and vision provide support for this line of argument.  Within a constructivist perspective, science would relinquish only the pursuit of knowing reality as it is.  Religion would relinquish the notion that God revealed His truth of nature. The competition to explain reality and how it works is thus removed, and the discord is resolved.

