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Where does Finnish science education (epistemologically) come from? Where will it go? It may sound odd to have these questions asked by Germans. Nevertheless, a view from outside could be important to reflect on relations, which for Finns are “normal” in science education. But the “normal” for the Finns cannot be considered “normal” for science education in other cultures, for example Germany. In the following, we will trace the central ideas, which had a main influence in the development of this difference (from Snellmann via Kaila to Laurikainen and Kurki-Suonio) and show the empirical importance of this epistemic development. This puts Finnish science education into the perspective of a more general epistemological debate around philosophy of science issues, such as Ernst Mach’s “Erkenntnistheorie”, gestalt psychology and cognitive psychology or the epistemology of Piaget and Bruner. From this perspective, an outlook will be given on open questions within the Finnish science education epistemology.
� This article will elaborate issues already partly raised in a recent article in Science & Education 18 (3): 299-323 with new insights from recent research and educational developments in Finland.
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