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Abstract

Children grow up imagining and understanding the world around them through fairytales, stories and legends that parents, grandparents, friends and teachers usually communicate to them. In the primary school, teachers may use such narratives and actually discover useful instructional tools among myths and legends about natural phenomena.  In our paper, we present legends about the sun from various cultures from nearly all continents. The legends we collected have been comparatively studied and analyzed underlining: a) similarities and differences between the various legends, b) active causal structures in their narratives, c) geographic or climatic influences in their theme, d) cultural effect on their story-line and heroes. Legends have also been compared to their corresponding scientific explanations in each case a set of similarities, differences, metaphors and analogies between the legend and the scientific explanation have been pointed out. This collection of legends about the sun and their comparative study has been the starting point for designing activities for teaching science concept and phenomena about the sun in the primary school. In the developed activities pupils have the opportunity starting from the elaborated legends to hear, see, play, perform, paint etc. about science concepts and phenomena, exploring the limits of explanations given by legends and the nature of scientific explanations. 
