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Educational policies are influenced by, reflect and affect in long term social perspectives activating or de-activating social changes. Sometimes the outcomes of educational policies are not predictable (e.g. in the case of educational reforms). In those cases there is a focus of interest on the educational system, the curricula, the schooling context that are rethought and redefined. Knowledge transformed in curriculum content becomes very important. Nevertheless, the way knowledge is communicated gains in value and significance. For education researchers there is a question here demanding to be answered: What criteria lead to characterize knowledge as important enough to be taught to all citizens during compulsory education? At the same time, the content and guidelines of the curriculum reflect pedagogical, ideological and political choices already made. Different approaches in curricula trigger different approaches in teaching and in our case in science education. The aim of this thesis is to present science education curricula since the beginning of the 20th century in the context of social perspectives. This research also has a special focus on scientific literacy reforms and curricula. What can we learn from the science and society interplay and what economical, ethical, cultural, political perspectives lead to the formation of current science education curricula? In this paper, there are going to be presented some first classifications, comparative presentations and framework formations concerning science education curricula.
