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This paper discusses the results of a study that explored the influence of a history of science course with a facilitator approach for science teachers to integrate history of science (HOS) in science teaching. Teachers believe that HOS is useful material, however they don’t use HOS unless personally interested (Becker 2001; Wang & Cox-Petersen 2002). The use of HOS in science teaching requires knowledge of HOS and effective instructional approaches. Most studies on use of HOS in science teaching suggest pedagogical approaches with a poor connection to pedagogical content knowledge (Galili 2001; Shulman 1986). In this study, an approach was developed based on a previous study of HOS (Seker 2006) and its relationship with science education in literature (Stinner 2003, Wang & Cox- Petersen 2002). This approach suggests four levels to connect them: Interest level, Socio-Cultural Level, Epistemological Level, and Conceptual Level. A course in history of science was designed in the teacher education program of Marmara University in Turkey. Student teachers’ works and perspectives were explored. The History of Science Instructional Survey (Wang & Cox-Petersen 2002) was designed as an open-ended survey and administered pre- post- course. Statements were explored pertaining to students’ levels of connecting HOS with pedagogical knowledge at cognitive domain, motivational domain, and epistemological domain. Most students were supportive of the use of HOS before and after the study. In the pre-responses, how HOS could be influential was not explained, but post-responses emphasized certain knowledge of HOS as useful for certain educational objectives. Results support the facilitator approach for teachers to use HOS within their curriculum.  
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