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Abstract: 

The search for a philosophy of science education has been the theme of some current papers relating to science education reform. Although vestiges of this idea can be traced back to Dewey it has only recently been made an explicit call to the wider science education community. This call includes the need to re-evaluate the pedagogical and philosophical foundations of science education, and thereto, the need for a reorientation towards philosophy of education within the discipline. Such a reorientation offers several potential possibilities for reform, both practical and theoretical, including: enhancing the philosophical frameworks of science teacher training, raising the issue of developing educational meta-theories (largely neglected since Hirst), and establishing a new research field for the discipline. Another consideration is that these developments ideally could contribute to grounding science education as an autonomous discipline by distancing it from its historical dependence on psychological metatheories and economic or socializing ideologies.

This symposium hopes to further the exploration of these themes through active dialogue and forum participation by investigating the issues and possibilities associated with this proposal. 

Guiding questions:

Is a philosophy of science education a necessity for the discipline and its reform? If so, how could it best be articulated? What would comprise its issues, scope and central concerns?
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