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Much reference has been made to Paul Ernest’s ‘philosophy of mathematics education’ to legitimise current trends in mathematics education. This session presents the argument that 1. The ‘philosophy’ is more a sociology than it is philosophy. 2. The very basis of the ‘philosophy’ contains a contradiction – that mathematics cannot be separated from its social origins, yet mathematics has a logical necessity that is independent of origin. 3. The ‘philosophy’ downplays mathematics as a formal, academic discipline in the attempt to promote a child-centred pedagogy. 4. The ‘philosophy’ makes unwarranted assumptions that have been taken as ‘given’. For example, that ‘absolutist’ or ‘Platonist’ views of mathematics necessarily implies the transmission model of teaching mathematics. This session will particularly focus on Ernest’s (2007) “The Philosophy of Mathematics, Values, and Keralese Mathematics” where he attempts to show that if both proof and calculation are sequences of signs, then the former should not be elevated above the latter

