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In 2009 we celebrate the 150th anniversary of two of the most influential works of the Western 19th century: Charles Darwin’s scientific work The Origin of Species and Richard Wagner’s opera Tristan und Isolde. These works show some striking similarities: Both brought about a critical, long-lasting debate and caused conflicting reactions after their publications, and both have had fundamental and compelling impact on their disciplines. In this paper, however, my main argument is that both works are manifestations of the evolutionary idea. My intention is to cross some of the barriers between art and science and study “how culture shapes the content, methodology and structure of creative thought“. (Allen, in prep.). I focus on two questions: How are the notions of evolution (Darwin) and becoming (Wagner) expressed in The Origin and Tristan? What educational potential exists for exploring and understanding the idea of developmental change when comparing its historical emergences in biology and music? This comparison is expanded to the more general consideration of how teachers can facilitate for students to experience meaningful connections between school subjects and between everyday life and subjects taught at school. Further, I discuss possible benefits for coalescing science and art when teaching the notions of evolution and becoming. In both science education and music education I suggest putting emphasis on the many parallels between history of science and music history. This implies highlighting how new and innovative ideas are expressed contextually and historically in forms specific for science and art.
