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Curriculum documents are official guidelines that Ministries of Education produce to steer educational processes in their jurisdiction. On the surface, a typical curriculum document may seem an innocuous outline of subject content and strategies created to assist teachers in teaching a specific subject at a specific level. However, a closer analysis reveals that all curricula documents are unequivocally value laden; geared towards socializing students to accept particular ideas about society and how it works. Many critiques of school curricula, published recently, broach the idea that the underpinning values of school curricula are largely determined by broader societal forces especially political, economic and populist ideologies.
The paper describes a study of the values portrayed in the Grade 10 Science Curriculum of one province in Canada. The purposes of the study were twofold: (i) to identify the values portrayed in the science curriculum and (ii) to attempt to explain the origin of these values. In doing the latter, theories about the nature of science along with broader political, economic and cultural ideologies were considered. The implications for science education are also discussed. 
Science curricula documents were chosen for analysis, since science perhaps more than any other discipline, has traditionally distanced itself from values. This coupled with the growing acknowledgement of the importance of science and technology in society, means that science education is becoming an increasingly high stakes subject in schools.  The values portrayed by science education need to be scrutinized to ensure that an authentic nature of science is reflected. This is the broader purpose of the study.
