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Difficulties of different nature are faced by teachers in their daily practice and have been related in the science education research literature. One of these difficulties refers to the fact that teachers have previous conceptions that can influence in their practice. We report here partial outcomes of a research designed to search about the approximation of the History of Science to the science teaching, carried out among in-service teachers during training activities occurred in a public university in São Paulo State, Brazil. The course, called “History and Philosophy of Science in the Physics Teaching Pedagogical Practice”, was developed in the first semester of 2008, with 40 hours of activities and the participation of five teachers. This report refers only to the analysis of the data collected at the beginning of the activities, when we looked for, through a focal group interview, rise their conceptions about the possibilities, benefits and difficulties in the adoption of a teaching approach based on the use of history and philosophy of science in their classes. From the data collected we can interpret that, although teachers were able to identify some aspects about the use of history of science in the teaching, as present in the science education literature, their resistance in changing is evidenced by a series of difficulties pointed out as justification for making impracticable developing their work in a differentiated way. 
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