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In 2008 an important curricular modification was approved for the professional training of psychologists at the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM). For almost 40 years history of psychology, as a course, had been absent in the curriculum of undergraduate students. 
A group of teachers convinced of the relevance of teaching psychology as a science based on the comprehension of the history (and philosophy) of this discipline struggled to include these subjects in the new curriculum. The contents of the program of the new subject were important. Nonetheless, we  thought it was also necessary to take into account the student´s learning process, especially their factual knowledge as well as their previous ideas. 

Studies on implicit theories or previous ideas have been conducted for many years mainly in natural sciences. These have also been carried out to understand the sudents' representations in social sciences and history.  We conducted a research with 252 students of history of psychology to support the implementation of this course. Preliminary results on the three topics investigated show that: 1) students expect the course to be very difficult; 2) they show a poor factual knowledge on general themes or authors and 3) a common previous idea on history or historiography is that it studies past events, not necessarily linked and mostly under an accumulative perspective. Results from this research will allow us to improve the contents of the program as well as our teaching strategies.

