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Erasmus Darwin:  Overlooked in his Ideas Regarding Evolution?  

Erasmus Darwin (1731-1802) is an important historical figure often overlooked or dismissed in the story of the development of the theory of evolution by natural selection.  Erasmus, dying a few years short of his now famous grandson’s birth, (Charles Darwin, 1809-1882), was a physician, poet, a scientist in his own right and the co-founder of the Birmingham Lunar Society during the Georgian Era.  This paper briefly introduces us to Erasmus Darwin, explores excerpts of his scientific poetry while considering the possible influence in evolutionary thought that he may have had on Charles before and after the voyage of the Beagle, and proposes benefits for science education from learning about Erasmus’s contributions.  

