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Darwin’s Hammer: An Existential Analysis of Resistance to Evolution
This paper discusses an existential analysis of resistance to the concept of evolution in university education. It examines the cultural contexts from which individuals are socially produced, and how this bears on their learning evolution. As part of an ethnographic study of college students taking their required biology coursework, I observed, interviewed and followed students back to their home communities.  At home, their parents, clergy, and past science teachers filled in the context of their life-world.  For those students whose worldview clashes with the conceptual foundation of evolution (an ancient earth, the mutability of species, abiogenesis), the learning of evolution, if successful, prompts a dramatic reconception of worldview. Short of the acceptance of evolutionary fact, and drawing on the holistic knowledge of culture (religion, family, community), students facing such a conceptual challenge largely find evolution to be false outright. This avoidance, irrational by the standards of almost all scientists, represents a person on the brink of an existential crisis. I argue a fuller unpacking of this phenomenon is required before a more effective evolution pedagogy can move forward.
