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Abstract

Animals are and have been utilized for many purposes such as companions, draft animals, for food and for scientific purposes. The acceptance for such societal practices has changed and is still changing, as is the relationship between man and animal. Different religious as well as secular prescriptions concerning treatment of animals coexist in western culture and influence attitudes and actions. This study investigates students’ reasoning concerning the use of genetically modified pigs as organ donors for xenotransplantation. Students’ reasoning is analyzed using major moral philosophical branches in a framework based on human-animal relationships described by Schicktanz. The use of knowledge and attitude to societal practices is analyzed using Giddens’ concepts of disembedded and embedded practices. Thirteen students were interviewed and their stances categorized. Their reasoning could be associated with deontological, utilitarian or care ethics. Deontological and utilitarian ethics were found within both the “patronage model” and the “partnership model”. These students showed acceptance to expert knowledge but those using the “partnership model” could only accept xenotransplantation if the lives of pigs were saved. Students using care ethics did not appreciate expert knowledge since it was a threat against “naturalness”. Some students make use of scientific knowledge whereas others cannot make meaning of such knowledge in their contexts. The results suggest that science education could benefit from a higher awareness of the presence of different morals and which values are at stake if the goal is to develop students’ argumentation skills for future participation in societal discourse on utilizing expert knowledge.
